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LEGEND OF MONTBOSE. 



CHAPTER I. 



m 



InftiebeHioBf 



WIkii wiiftt't not meet, but what must be, wMla 
Then were they choien ; in a better bonr. 
Let what is meet be said it must be m^t^ 
Amd. throw dMir power Tthe dust. 

CoBioiAirvf. 

Ik 8 small apartment, remote from the rest 
of the guests assembled at the castle; Sir 
Dancan Campbell was presented with every 
species of refreshment, and- respectfully at- 
tended by Lord Menteith, and by Allan 
'M^Aulay. His discourse with the latter 
"turned upon a sort of hunting campaign^ 
in which they had been engaged togethtr 
asaimt the Children of the Mstt. with 
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4 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

\vhom the Knight of Ardenvohr, as well 
as the M< Aulays, had a deadly and irrecon- 
cilable feud. Sir Duncan, however, speedily 
endeavoured to lead back the conversation 
to the subject of his present errand to the 
castle of Darnlinvarach. 

** It grieved him to the very heart," lie 
said, ^* to see that friends and neighbours, 
who should 'staiid shoulder to shoulder, 
were likely to l)e engaged hand to hand in 
a cause which so little concerned- tliem. 
What signifies it,** he said, ** to the High- 
land chiefs, whether King or Parliament got 
uppermost ? Were it not better to let them 
settle their own differences without inter- 
ference, while the chiefs in the me^tn time 
took the opportunity of establishing their 
own authority in a manner not to be called 
in question hereafter by either King or 
Parliament ? He reminded Allan M^Aulfty 
that the measures taken in the last reign to 
settle the peace, as was alleged of the High- 
Jands, were in fact levelled, at the patri- 
iu*cbal power of the^ chieftains*— *and he 

10 
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mentioned the celebrated settlement of the 
Fi^e undertakers, as they were called, in 
the Lewis, as part of a deliberate plan, 
formed to introduce strangers among the 
Celtic tribes, to destroy by degrees their 
ancient customs and mode of government, 
and to despoil them of the inheritance of 
their fathers. And yet,t* he continued, ad- 
dressing Allan,^ " it is for the purpose of, 
giving despotic authority to the monarch 
by whom these design^ have been nursed, 
that so inany Highland chiefs are upon the 
p^oint of quarrelling with,^and drawing the 
st^rd against their neighbours, allies, and 
ancient confederates.'* 

** It is to my brother,'* said Allan, " it is 
|r0 the eldest son of my father's house that 
the Kurght of Ardenvohr must address 
these 'remonstrances. I am, indeed, the . 
brother of Angus J but in being so, lam 
only the first of his clansmen, < and bound 
to shew an example to the others by my 
chearful and ready obedience to his com* 
maiids." 
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" The cause also," said Lord MenteUb, 
interposing, " is far more general than Sit 
Duncan Campbell seetas to suppose it It 
is neither limited to Saxon nor to Gael, 
to mountain nor to strathi to Highlandl 
nor to Lowlands, The question is, ifwe will 
continue to be governed by the unlimited 
authority assumed by a set of persons in 
no respect superior to ourselves, instead of 
returning to the natural government of the 
Prince against whom they have rebelled. 
And respecting the interest of the High- 
lands in particular,** he added, « I crave 
Sir Duncan Campbells pardon for my plain* 
ness ; but it seems very clear to me, that 
the only effect produced by the present 
usurpation, will be the agrandisement of 
one overgrown clan at the expence of every 
independent chief in the Highlands." 

"I will not reply to you, my lord,'* said 
Sir Duncan Campbell, " because 1 know 
your prejudices, and from whom they are 
Ixjrrowcd ; yet you will pardon my saying, 
that being at the head of a rival branch of 
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the House of Graham, I have both read of 

• * m , , ♦ 

• • • 

and known an Earl of Menteith who would 
have disdained to have been tutored m 
politics, or to have been commanded iti 
war, by an Earl of Montrose." 

«< You will find it in vain, Sir Duncan^'' 
said Lord Menteith, haughtily, '^ to set my 
vanity in arms against my principles. The 
King gave my ancestors their title and 
rank ; and these shall never prevent m^ 
acting, in the Royal cause, under any one 
who is better qualified than myself to be a 
commander in chief. Least of all, shall 
any miserable jealousy prevent me from 
placing my hand and sword under the gui 
dance of the bravest, the most loyal, the 
most heroic spirit among our Scottish no- 
bility." 

" Pity," said Sir Duncan Campbell, " that 
you cannot add to his panegyric the farther 
epithets of the most steady, and the most 
consistent* But I have no- purpose of de- 
bating these points with you, my lord," 
waving his, hand, as if to avoid further dis- 
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cussioD ^ "the die is cast with you; al- 
low me only to express my sorrow for the 
disastrous fate to which Angus M*Aulay's 
natural rashness, and your lordship's influ- 
ence, are dragging my gallant friend Allan 
here, with his father's clan, and ma];)y a 
brave man besides." 

" The die is cast for us all. Sir Duncan,^*' 
«eplied Allan, looking gloomy j " the iron 
band of destiny branded our fate upon our 
fore- head long ere we could form a wish, 
or raise a finger in our own behalf. Were 
this otherwise, by what means does the Seer 
ascertain the future from those shadowy 
presages which haunt his waking and his 
sleeping eye ? Nought can be foreseen but 
that which is certain to happen." 

Sir Duncan Campbell was about to reply, 
and the darkest and most contested point 
of metaphysics might have been bronglit 
into discussion betwixt two Highland dis- 
^putants, when the door opened, and Annot 
Lyle, with her clairshach in her hand, en. 
tered the apartment* The freedom of a 
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Highland maiden was in her step and in 
her eye; foA bred up in the closest inr 
timacy with the L$tird of M*Aulay and hi^ 
brother, with Lord Menteitb, and. other 
young men who frequented Darnlinvaracb, 
she possessed none of that timidity which a 
female educated chiefly among her own sex 
would either have felt, or thought neces* 
lary to. assume, upon an occasion like the 
present. 

Her dress partook of the antique, for 
new fashions seldom penetrated into the 
Highlands, nor would they easily have 

. found their way to a castle inhabited chief- 
ly by nien whose sole occupation was war, 
and the chase. Yet Annot's garments were 

-ndt only becoming, but even rich. Her 
open jacket, with a high collar, was com- 

. pjosed of blue cloth; richly embroidered, 
and had silver clasps to fasten^ when it 
pleased the wearer. Its sleeVes, which 
were wide, came no lower than the elbow, 
and terminated in a golden fringe ; under 

'i Afs tipper coat^ if it can be so termed^ she 
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an under dress of blue satin, alsd 
richly embroidered , but which was several 
shades lighter in colour than the upper gar- 
ment. The petticoat was formed of tartan 
^ilk, in the set, or pattern, of which the co- 
lour of blue greatly predominated, so as to 
remove the tawdry eflfect too frequently pro- 
duced in tartan, by the mixture and strong 
opposition of colours. An antique silver 
chain hung round her neck, and supported 
the wre&ty or key with which she tuned her 
instrument. A small ruff rose above her col- 
lar, and was secured by a broach of some va- 
lue, an old keep-sake from Lord Menteitll. 
'Her profusion of light hair almost hid Iwr 
laughing eyes, while, with a smile and ta 
Wush, she mentioned that she had M^Aii- 
lay's directions to ask them if they diose 
music. Sir Duncan Campbell gazed with 
considerable surprise and^ interest at the 
lovely apparition which thus interrupted 
bis debate with Allan M^Aulay. 

'* Can- this,'' he aaidto himio « whkpir, 
« a€tMMiie so^'bentttiful and jelegmtsfiMr a 
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domestic musician of your brother's esta- 
blishment ?*' 

« 

<* By no means»" answered Alhin, hastily 
yet with some hesitation ; ** she is a ■ - a 
— near relation of our family — and treated," 
.he added, more firmly, *^ as an adopted 
daughter of our father's house."' 

As he spoke thus, he arose from his seat, 
and with that air of courtesy which every 
Highlander can assume when it suits him 
to practise it, he resigned it to Annot, and 
offered to her, at the same time, whatever 
refreshments the table afforded, with an as- 
siduity which was probably designed to 
give Sir Duncan an impression of her rank 
and consequence. If such was Allan's pur- 
pose, however, it was unnecessary. Sir 
Duncan kept his eyes fixed upon Annot 
with an expression of much deeper interest 
than could have arisen from any impression 
that she was a person of consequence. 
Annot even felt embarrassed under the old 
'knight's steady gaze ; aod it was not with- 
out considers^bie hesitatioo^ that, tuning 
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her instrument, and receiving an assenting 
look from Lord Menteith and Allan, she, 
executed the following ballad, which our 
friend, Mr Secundus M*Pherson, whose 
goodness we had before to acknowledge, 
has thus translated into the English tongue : 

^ • • • 

THE ORPHAN MAID. 

November's hail-cloud drifts away^ 

November's sun-beam wan 
Looks coldly on the castle grey^ 

When forth comes Lady Anne. 

The orphan by the oak was set^ 

Her arms^ her feet^ were bare^ 
The hail-drops had not melted yet^ 

Amid her raven hair. 

" And/ dame/* she said, "by all the ties 

That child and mother know. 
Aid one who never knew these joys, 

Relieve an orphan's woe." 

t 

The lady said, " An orphan's state 

Is hard and sad to bear ; 
Yet worse the widow'd mother's fiite, 

Who mourns bdth lord and heir. 
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*' Twelve times the rolling year haa sped, 
Since^ while from vengeance wild 

Of fierce Strathallan':^ chief I fled, 
Forth's eddies whelmed my child/' 

** Twelve times the year its course has bomj" 

The wandering maid replied, 
** Since fishers on St Bridget's mom 

Drew nets on Campsie side. 

« 

''St Bridget sent no scaly spoil ; 

An in£uit, well nigh dead. 
They saved, and reared in want and toil. 

To beg firom you her bread." 



That orphan maid the lady kissed,-* 
'^ My husband's looks you bear ; 

Saint Bridget and her mom be blessed ! 
You are his widow's heir." 

They've robed that maid, so poor and pale. 

In silk and sandals rare ; 
And pearls, for drops of i&ozen hail. 

Are glistening in her hair.? 



* The admirers of pure Celtic antiquity, notwithstand-i 
. ing the elegance of the above translation, may be deal* 
' rooa to see a literal version &om the oxigii^ Gaelic, 
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While the song proceeded. Lord Men- 
teith observed, with some surprise, that it 



which we therefore subjoin; and have only to add, 
that the original is deposited with Mr Jedediah Cleidi^ 
botham* 

Literal Translation. 

The hail-blast had drifted away upon the wings of 
the gale of autumn. The sun looked from between the 
•louds^ pale as the wounded hero who rears his head 
feebly on the heath when the roar of battle hath passed 
over him. 

Finele> the Lady of the Castle^ came forth to see her 
iMuidens pass to the herds with their leglins. 

There sat an orphan maiden beneath the old oak-tree 
of appointment. The withered leaves fell around her, 
and her heart was more withered than they. 

The parent of the ice (poetically taken for the frost) 
still ooiigealed the hail^drops in her hair ; they were 
like the specks of white, ashes on the twisted boughs ot 
the blackened and half-consumed oak. 

And the maiden said^ '^ Give me comfivrt. Lady, I 
am an orphan child.' « And the Lady replied, ** How 
esn I give that which I have not ? I am the widow of 
a slain lord,— -the mother of a peijahed child When I 
flfld in my fear from the vengeance of my husbuid's 
fce^ our baik was overwhelmed in thetide, andmy in* 
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uppearad to produce a much deeper effect 
upon the miod of Sir Daacan CampbeU^ 
than he could possibly have anticipated 
from his age and character. He well knew 
that the Highlanders of that period posses- 
sed a much greater sensibility both for tale 
jand song than was found among their Low- 
land neighbours ^ l)ut even this, he thoughtt 
hardly accounted for the embarrassment 
with which the old man withdrew his eyes 



font perished. This was on Saint Bridget's mom, nMr 
the strong Lyns of Campsie. May iU ludc light upon 
the day." And the maiden anaweared^ '^ It i^aa cm Saint 
Bridget's mom, and twelve harvests before this time, 
that the fisherman of Canipsie drew in their nets neither 
grilse nor salmon, but an infant half dead, whohath siiiee 
lived in misery, and niust die, un?e38 she is now aided/' 
And the Lady answered, '* Blessed be Saint Bridget 
and her morn, for thesQ arq the dark eyes and the fal- 
con look of my slain lord ; and thine shall be the in^- 
ritance of his widow." And she called for her waitii^ 
attendantfl, and she bade them clothe that maiden in 
aSk and in samite; and the pearls which they hav« 
wove among her black tresses, were whiter tlian tht 
froxen hail-dropSt 

S 
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from the songstress, as if unwilHog tcsuffer 
them to rest on an- object so interesting. 
Still less was it to be expected, that fea- 
tures whichexpressed pride, stern common 
sense, and the austere habit of authority, 
should have been so much agitated by so 
trivial a circumstance. .As the Chiefs brow 
became clouded, he drooped his large shag- 
Sy grey eye-brows until they almost con- 
' cealed his eyes, on the lids df which some- 
thing like a tear might be seen to glisten. 
He remained silent and fixed in the same 
posture for a minute or two, after the last 
note had ceased to vibrate. He then rai- 
sed his head, and having looked at Anhot 
Lyle, as if about to speak to her, he as sud- 
denly changed that purpose, and was about 
to address Allan, when the door opened, 
and the Lord of the Castle made his ap- 
pearance. 
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CHAPTER II. 

» 

Durk on their journey lour'd the gloomy day. 
Wild were the bills, and doubtful grew the way ; 
More darky more gloomy, and more doahtful, ahew'd 
The mansioii» which received them from the road* 

The Travellers, a Romance^ 

Amocs M*AutAy was charged with a mes- 
sage which he seemed to iSnd some difficul- 
ty in communicating ; for it was not till 
after he had framed his spe,ech several dif. 
ferent ways, and blundered them all, that 
he succeeded in letting Sir Duncan Camp, 
bell know that the cavalier who was to ac- 
company him was waiting in readiness, 
and that all was prepared for his return to 
Inverary. Sir Duncan Campbell rose up 
very indignantly j the affront which this 
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message implied immediately driving out 
of his recollection the sensibility which had 
been awakened by the music* 

** I little expected this/' he said, looking 
indignantly at Angus M*Aulay. ** I little 
thought that there was a chief in the West 
Highlands, who, at the pleasure of a Saxon, 
would have bid the Knight of Ardenvohr 
leave his castle when the sun was declining 
from the meridian, and ere the second cup 
had been filled. But farewell, sir, the food 
of ft churl does not satisfy the appetite ^ 
when I next revisit Darn'invarach, it shall 
be with a naked sword in one hand and i 
fire-brand in the other." 

" And if you so come," said Angus, *• I 
pledge myself to meet you faiily, though 
you brought five hundred Campbells ajt 
your back, and to afford you and them such 
entertainment that you shall not again com* 
plain of the hospitality of Darnlinvarach.'* 

<< Threatened men," said Sir Duncan, 
<* live long» Your turn for gasconading, 
Laird of M^Aulay, is too well known, that 
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men of honour should regard your vaunts* 
To you, my lordt and to AUan^ who have 
supplied the place of my churlish host, I 
leave my thanks. And to you, pretty 
mistress,'* he said, addressing Annot Lyle, 
^ this little token, of having opened a 
fountain which^ hath been dry for many a 
year.** So saying he left the apartment, 
and commanded his attendants to he sum* 
moned. Angus M^Aulay, equally embar- 
rassed and incensed at the charge of inhos* 
pitality, which was the greatest possible 
affront to a Highlander, did not follow Sir 
Duncan to the court-yard, where mounting 
bis palfrey, which was in readiness, follow- 
ed by six mounted attendants, and accom* 
panied by the noble Captain Dalgetty, who 
^ad also awaited him, holding Gustayuf 
teady for action, though he did not dfaw 
his girths and mount till Sir Duncan ap* 
peared, the whole cavalcade left the castle. 
. The journey was long and toilsome, but 
without any of the extreme privations 
which the Laird of M^AuIay had propbe* 
sted. In truth, Sir Duncan was very cau« 
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tfous to avoid those nearer and more secret 
[k9kths, by means of Mrhich the county of 
Argyle ^as^ accessible from the westward' j' 
for his relation and cliief, the Marquis, was 
used to boast» that be would not for a hun- 
dred thousand , crowns aay^ mortal should' 
know t^e passes by which an armed force 
could pe^etra^te into his country; 

Sir Duncan Campbell, therefore, rather 
shunned the Highlands, and falling into 
the low country, mafle for the nearest sea- 
port, where he had several half-decked gaU 
lies, or birlings, as they V^ere called, at his 
command. In one.of these they embarked, 
with Gustavus in company, who was so 
seasoned to adventure, that lane] and sea 
seemed as indifferent to him as to his mas- 
ter. I 

The wind being favourable, tiicy pnrsu- 
ed their way rapidly with sails and oars ; and 
early the next morning it was announced 
to Captain Dalgetty, then in a small cabin 
under the halfdeck, that the galley was 
under the walls of Sir Duncan Campbell*! 
castle. • 



Ardenvohr^ accordingly, rose high above 
hkm» wheo he cao^ upon tbe decK of the 
g^Uey> It was a i^loomy €M]uare tower, of 
coQsiderft^le si^e and great beiglK, aituated 
qpon a headland projecting into tbe salt 
water lake* or arm of the se^^ which they 
had catered on the preceding evening. A 
wall, with flanking towers at each angle» 
surrounded the castle tOi land vizard ; but to- 
wards the lake^ it was built so near the 
l^rank of the precipice as only to leaVe room 
for a battery of seven guns, ^^esigned to 
.project the fortress from any ipsu{t from 
that side, although situated too l|]gh. to. be 
of any effectual : use according to the mo- 
dern systeiif of warfare* , . . 

The eastern sun, rising behind the old 
tower, flung its shadow far on the lake, 
darkening the deck of tbe galley, on which 
iC^tain Daigetty now walke4> waiting wiUi 
.so^C; impatience t}ie signal tQ land* Sir 
Duncan Campbell, as he wasjnformed by 
his attendants, was alrea^yj^ithin the walb 






«f 4he ciltle} bat no otie^Mcounged^hi 
^eaptadi^fe propositi OfibUowing him ashore, 
unDih as they stated, they shoidd receifft 
Ike ^Hreet permisrion or order of the Kn^fat 
-of Af deiivohn 

In a short titiaie afterwards the man* 

^ate arrived, ^hile a boat, with a piper 

in Che'bo% b^ng tiie Knight t)f Ar* 

denvohr^s crest in ailver upon his lefi' 

'^tam, and playing irith aU his might the 

ftfflUy march, entitled The Gampbells are 

" Coming, arrived to conduct the envoy of 

Montrose to the Castle of Ardenvohn 

The distance between the galley and the 

beaeh was so short-tts isearce to require tilt 

assistance of the eight sturdy rowers, ia 

bdnnets, abort coats, and trews, whose 

-efforts fitent the boat to the little creek in 

'which'diey uscfiaHy Imided, befiHre one could 

'have conceived that it had left the side 4)f 

'ttie iHrliilg. TwoOf-the boatmen, in spilt 

ii»f Dalgettys ^e^iMaiice^' hdrsed the cftptftk 

on <lie b*dK of'a tfaird Hcghhtnder, ani 

wading through tht surf with him, kmdid, 
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Ilim high and dry upon the i>eack beiieatli 
tiie Cafttte rock. la the fkce of this rock 
%hbfe^ appeared sometfaitig like the entraniie 
bra low-browed cavem, towards which the 
'aedistants were preparing to hurry our friend 
Dalgetty, when, shaking himself loose from 
them with some difficulty, he insisted upon 
'seeiiigGttStavns safely landed before he pro- 
ceeded' one step fiirthen The Highlanders 
eould not comprehend what he meant, un* 
til one who had picked up a little English, 
or rather Lowland Scotch, exclaimed, 
** Houts ! its a* about her horse, ta useless 
baste.** Further remonstrance On the part 
of CaptiEUn Dalgetty "Was interrupted by 
the appearance of Sir Duncan Campbell 
himself, from the mouth of the cavern 
whidi we have described, for the purpose 
of inviting Captain Dalgetty to accept of 
tiie hospitality of ArderTvohr, pledging 
his honour, at the sanie time, that Gusta- 
Yus should be treated as became the hero 
firom iiihom he deriVtf d his name,^iQbt io 
ittititibii the important petMU tb' whom^ftt 
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now bdopsged* Notwithstandiiig this stitisk 
factory gaarantect Captain Dalgetty would 
still have hesitated, such was his anxiety 
to witntess the fate of his companion Gus- 
tavus, had not^two Highlanders seized him 
by the arms, two more pushed him on ber 
hind, while a fifch exclaimed, /^ Hout awa* 
wi' the daft Sasenach I does she no hear 
the laird bidding her up to her ain pastle, 
and is na that very mickle honour for the 
like o' her ?" 

Thus impelled, Captain Dalgetty could 
^only keep a reverted eye towards the gal- 
ley in which he had left the partner of his 
military toils. In a few minutes afterwards 
he found himself involved in the total dark- 
ness of a staircase^ which, entering from 
the low- browed cavern which we have men- 
tioned^ winded upwards through the en* 
trails of the living rock. 

" The cursed Highland salvages^" mut- 
tered the captaiii, half aloud } ** what is to 
become of me if Gu^tavus, the namesalce 
of the invincible Lioa of the Protestant 
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loiguet should be lamed among their unten*^ 
ty hands." 

<< Have no fear of that/' said the voice 
<^ Sir Duncan, who was nearer to him than 
he imagined ; ^* my men ar,e accustomed 
to handle horses, both in embarking and 
dressing them, and you will soon see Gus- 
tavus as safe as when you last dismounted 
from his back.*' 

Captain Dalgetty knew the world too 
well to offer any further remonstrance, 
whatever uneasiness he might suppress 
within his own bosom. A step or two 
higher up the stair shewed light and a 
door, and an iron-grated wicket led him 
out upon a gallery cut in the open face 
of the rock, extending a space of about 
fix or eight yards, until he reached a 
second door, where the pajth re-entered the 
rock, and which was also defended by an 
iron portcullis. ** An admirable traverse," 
observed the Captain ; ** and if commanded 
by a field-piece, or even a few musquets, 
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quite sufficient to. eosiue the place .i^^ml 
a storming party." 

Sir Duncaul CasipbeU made no. answer 

at the time ; but, the moment afterwapd% 

when they had entered the second cavera^ 

he struck with the stick which he had in. 

his band, first on the one side, and then oai 

the other of the wicket, and the suUea 

ringing sound which replied to the blowi^ 

made Captain Dalgetty sensible that there 

Avas a gU'ii placed on each side for the pur*. 

pose df raking the gallery throogh whieb 

they had passed, although the embrasures,^ 

through which they might be fired cni. 

occasion, were masqued on the outsider 

with sods and loose ston^, Havii^ att. 

cended the second stair-case, they founds 

themseW^es again on an open platform anid. 

gallery, exposed to a fire both of musqu£try 

and waN-guns, if, being come with bpstik. 

intent, they had ventured farther. A third. 

fight of steps, cut in the rock like the fofn 

mer, \fnt not caverned overj^ led them finali^r 



^ 
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into the battery at the foot of the tower. 
Thi^ last stair also was narrow and steep» 
and) not to mention the fire which might be 
directed on it from above, one or two reso« 
late men, with pikes and battle-axes, could 
have made the pass good against hundreds, 
for the stair-case would not admit two 
persons abreast, and was not secured by any 
sort of balustrade orrailing from the sheer 
and abrupt precipice, on the foot of which 
the tide noi^ rolled with a voii^e of thunder. 
So that, under the jealous precautions used 
to sc^cure this ancient Celtic fortress, a per* 
son of weak nerves, and a brain liable to be- 
come dizzy, might have found it something 
difficult to have achieved the entrance to 
the castle, even supposing no resistance had 
teen offered,, 

€aptain Dalgetty, too old a soldier to fed 
such tremors, was no sooner arrived in the 
eourtyard, than he protested to God, the 
defences of Sir Duncans castle reminded 
bim, more of the notable fortress of Spa&- 
dau^ aitu^it^d in the ^i^Iarch of Brandea* 
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burgh, than of any place whilk it had been 
his fortune to defend in the course of his 
travels. Nevertheless, he criticised consi- 
derably the mode of placing the guns on 
the battery we have noticed, observing, that 
" where cannon were perched, like to scarts 
or sea-gulls, on the top of a rock, he had 
(Ever observed that they astonished rtiore 
by. their noise than they dismayed by the 
damage which they occasioned." 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conduct- 
ed the soldier into the tower ; the defences 
of Whiiih were a portcullis and iron- clench- 
ed oaken doot, the thickness of the wall 
being the space between them. He had 
no sooner arrived in a hall hung with ta- 
pestry, than the Captain prosecuted his mi- 
litary criticism. It was indeed suspended 
by the sight of an excellent breakfast, 
of which he partook with great avidity ; 
but no sooner had he secured this meal, 
than he made the lour of the apart- 
ment, examining the ground around the 
castle very carefully from each window in 
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the room. He then returned to his chair, 
and throwing himself back into it at his 
length, stretched out one manly leg, and 
tapping bis jack-boot with the riding-rod 
ivhich he carried in his hand,. after the man- 
ner of a half-bred man who aliects ease 
in the sQciety of his betters, he delivered 
his unasked opinion as follows : — *' This 
house pf yours, now, Sir Duncan, is a very 
pretty defensible sort of a tenement, and 
yet it is hardly such as a cavaliero of ho- 
nour would expect to maintain his credit 
by holding out for many days. For, Sir 
Duncan, if it pleases you to notice, your 
hpuse is over. crowed, and slighted, or 
compaixded, as we military men say, by 
yonderround hillock to thelandward, where- 
on an enemy might stell such a battery of 
cannon as would make ye glad to beat a 
chamade within forty-eight hours, unless it 
pleased the Lord extraordinarily to shew 
mercy." . 

*« There is no road,^' replied Sir Dun- 
can, somewhat shortly, <^ by whidi cannon 
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eaii be brought against Ardeavohr. The 
swamps ^nd morasses would scarce carry 
your horse and yourself, excepting by such 
]>aths as could be rendered impassable w\i\u 
in a few luMirs/' 

** Sir Duncan,** said the Ci^in^ ^ Uis 
your pleasure to suppose so) and yet w« 
martial men say, that where there is a sea- 
Goast there is a naked tide, seeing that 
eannon and munition, where they cannot 
be transported by laud, may be right easily 
brought by sea near to the place whtre 
they are to be put in action. Neither is a 
castle, however secure in its situation, to 
be accounted altogether invincible, or^ at 
they say, impregnable } for I protest Vye^ 
Sir Duncan, that I have know{i tweuly^ 
five men, by the mere suqprise and audaei<f 
ty of the attack, win, at point of pike, «f 
strong a hold as this of Ardenvohr, «i^ 
put to the sword, captivate, or hold to the 
ransom, the defenders, being ten tim^Jtheir 
own number." 

Notwithstanding Sir Duncan Campbel?a 
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knowledge ' of th6 wdfldg and his poi^er at 
eoocealii:^ his ioternal emoUoo, he appear*-' 
ed piqued and hurt at these reflection^ 
whi&h the Captain made with the most im- 
conscious gravity, having merely dielected 
4ke sul](|iect of convenation as one up^on 
which . he thought faimiself capable of ihi* 
niag, «nd» as they My^ of laying down the 
)tir, without exactly recoliectidg that the 
topic might not be equally agreebble to hit 
landlords 

^ To cot this matter Aort/' said Sk 
Duncan^ with an expression of voice and 
Muntemmce somewhat agitated, ** it is un» 
aeeessary for you to tell me^ Captain Dak 
getly, that a castle may be stormed if it ia 
oot valoroudly defended, or surprised if it 
is fiot heedfuUy watphed. I trust this pooir 
house of mine will not be found id any of 
tbeae. .predicaments, ^ould even Captain 
EMgetty himself ohuse to beleaguer iV 

^ For aU thal^ Sir Duncatt^'' snawered 
the persevering comioattder, ^1 would pie. 
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monish you, as a friend, to trace out a 
sconce upcm that round hill, witb a good 
grafie or ditch, whilk may be easily accom- 
plished by compelling the labour of the 
fooors in the vicinity } it being the custom 
of the valorous Gustavus Adolphus to 
fight as much by the spade and shovel, as 
by sword, pike, and musquet. Also I 
would advise you to fortify the said seonce^ 
not only by a foussie or grafie, but also by 
certain stackets or palisades." — (Here Sir 
Duncan, becoming impatient, left the apart* 
ment, the Captain following him to the 
door, and raising his voice as he retreated, 
until he was fairly out of hearing.) — ^* The 
whilk stackets or pailisades should be arti* 
fiqially framed with re-entering angles and 
loop-holes, or crenelles, for musquetry, 
whereof it shall arise that the foemen — ■ ■ 
The Highland brute ! the old Highland 
brute ! They are as proud as peacocks, and 
as obstinate as tups^-and hare he has missed 
an opportunity of making his house as pret^ 
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ty an irregular fortification as an invaditig 
army ever broke their teeth upon. But I 
see," he c(»itinued, looking down from the 
window upon the bottom of the precipice, 
♦• they have got Gustavus safe ashore — pro- 
per fellow ! I would know that toss of his 
head among a whole squadron. I must go 
to see. what they are to make of him." 

He had no sooner reached/ however, the 
court to the seaward, and put himself in 
the act of descending the stair-case, than 
two Highland sentinels, advancing their 
Lochaber axes, gave him to understand 
that this was a service of danger. 

" Diavolo !" said the soldier, " and I 
have got no pass* word. I could not speak 
a syllable of their salvage gibberish, an it 
were to save me from the provost-marshal." 

" I will be your surety," said Sir Dun- 
can, ** Captain Dalgetty," who had again 
approached him without his observing from 
whence ; " and we will go together, and 
see how your favourite charger is accom- 
modated." 

b2 
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He conducted luni accordiftgly doim 
the stair. ease to the beach, and from thence 
by a short turn behind a large rocki 'whicb 
concealed the stables and otherxifi&ces be* 
longing to the castle. Captain Dalgetty^ 
became sensible, at the same time, that the 
side of the castte to the land was rendered to* 
tally inaccessible by a ravine, partly natural 
and partly scarped with great care and la- 
bour, so as to beonly passed by a drawbridge. ' 
Still, however, the captain insisted, not* 
withstanding the triumphant air with whieh^ 
Sir Duncan pointed out his defences, that 
a sconce should be erected on Drutnsnabj 
the round eminence to the east of the castle, 
in respect the house might be annoyed from- 
thence by burning bullets full of fire^ shot 
out of cannon, according to the curious 
invention of Stephen Bathian, King of Po- 
land, whereby that prince utterly ruined tT^ 
great Muscovite city of Moscow. This 
invention. Captain Dalgetty owned^ he had^ 
not jet witnessed, but observed, '* that ft^ 
would give him particular delectation tcH* 
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witness the same put to the proof against 
Ardetirobrt or any other castle of similar 
strength ;" observing, *< that so curious an 
esperimeDt could not but aiBord the great> 
est' delight to all admirers of the military 
art.'* 

Sir Duncan Campbell diverted this con- 
versation by carfying the soldier into his 
stables, and suffering him to arrange Gus* 
tavus according to his own will and pleai» 
sure. After this duty bad been carefully, 
performed. Captain Dal<;etty proposed to • 
return to the castle, observing it was his 
intention to spend the time betwixt this 
and dinner, which, he presumed, would 
come upon the parade about noon, in 
burnishing his armour, which having sus- 
tained some injury from the sea-air, might, 
he was afraid, seem . discreditable in the 
eyes of M^Calium More. Yet, while 
they were returning to the castle, he failed 
not to warn Sir Duncan Campbell against 
the great injury he might sustain by any 
sudden onfali of an enemy, whereby hjt; 
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horses, cattle, and granaries might be cut 
off and consumed, to his great prejudice ; 
wherefore, he again strongly conjured him 
to construct a sconce upon the round hiU 
called Drumsnab, and offered his own 
friendly services in lining put the same. 
To this disinterested advice Sir Duncan 
only replied by ushering his guest to his 
apartment, and informing him that the tol- 
ling of the castle bell would make him aware 
when dinner was ready. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Is this thy castle, Baldwin ? — Melancholy 
Displays her sable banner from the donjoni 
XJIarkeDing the w^ hole foam of the surge beneath. 
Were I a habitant, to see this gloom 
Pollute the face of nature, and to hear 
The ceaseless sound of wave, and seab^rd^s scream, 
I'4 wish me in the hut that poorest peasant 
E'er framed, to give him. ^mporary shelter. 

Bbowk. 

The gallant Ritt-master would willingly 
have employed his leisure in studying the 
exterior of Sir Duncan's castle, and verify- 
ing his own military ideas upon the nature 
of its defences. But a stout sentinel^ who 
mounted guard with a Lochaher-axe at the 
door.of his apartment, gave him to under* 
stand, by very sigpsificant signs, that he was 
in a sort of honourable captivity* 

« It is strange,'' thought the Ritt-master 
to himself, ** how well these salvages und^r* 
stand the rules and practique of war. Who 
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would have pre-supposed their acquaint- 
ance with the maxim of the great and god- 
like Guftavus Adolphus, that a flag ^of 
truce should be haif a messenger half a 
spy?" And, having finished burnishing 
his arms, he sate down patiently to com- 
pute how much half a dollar per diem 
would amount to at the end of a six months 
campaign ; and, when he had settled that 
problem, proceeded to the more abstruse 
calculations necessary for drawing up a bat- 
talion of two thousand men on the principle 
of extracting the square root. 

From his musings, he was roused by the 
joyful ^ound of the dinner-bell, at the 
sound of which, the Highlander, lately hii 
guard, became his gentleman- usher, and 
tnarshalled him to the hall, where a table 
with four covers bore ample proofs of 
Highland hospitality. Sir Duncan entered, 
conducting his lady, a tall, faded, melan- 
choly female, dressed in deep mournin|^ >^ 
They were followed by a presby terian cler- 
gyman in his Geneva cloak, and wearing a 
Mack silk scuU-cap, covering his short hair 
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BO closel73 that it could scarce be seen at 
all, so that the unrestricted ears had an un- 
due predominance in the general aspect. 
This Ungraceful fashion was universal at 
the time, and led partly to the nicknames 
of roundheads, prick-eared curs, and so 
forth, which the insolence of the cavaliers 
liberally bestowed on their political ene- 
mies. 

Sir Duncan presented his military guest 
to his lady, who received his technical salu- 
tation with a stiff and silent reverence, in 
which it could scarce be judged whether 
pride or melancfioly had the greater share. 
The churchman, to whom he was next pre- 
sented, eyed him with a glance of mingled 
dislike and curiosity. But the Captain, well 
accustomed to worse looks from more dan- 
gerous persons, cared very little either for 
those of the lady or of the divine, but bent 
his whole soul upon assaulting a huge piece 
of beef, which smoked at the nether end of 
the table. But the on^lauffht, as he would 
have termed it, was delayed until the con. 
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elusion of a very long grace, betwixt every 
section of which Dalgetty handled bis knife 
and fork, as he might have done his muak 
ket or pike when going upon action, and 
as often resigned them unwillingly when 
the ^ prolix chaplain commenced another 
clause of his benediction. Sir Duncan lis-' 
tened with decency, though he was sup- 
posed rather to have joined the Covenan- 
ters out of devotion to his chief, than real 
respect for the cause either of liberty or of 
presbytery. His lady alone attended ta 
the blessing, with symptoms of deep acqui- 
escence. 

The meal was performed almost in Car- 
thusian silence ; for it was none of Captain 
Dalgettv's habits to employ his mouth in 
talking, while it could be more profitably 
occupied. Sir Duncan was absolutely si- 
lent, and the lady and churchman only 
occasionally exchanged a few words, spok- 
en low, and indistinctly. 

But, when the dishes were removed, and 
their place supplied by liquors of various 
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sorts, Captain Dalgetty no longer had, him- 
self, the same weighty reasons for silence, 
and began to tire of that of the rest of the 
company. He commenced a new attack 
upon his landlord, upon the former ground. 

<< Touching that round monticle, or hill, 
m eminence, termed Drumsnab, I would 
be proud to hold some dialogue with you. 
Sir Duncan, on the nature of the sconce 
to be there constructed ; and whether the 
angles thereof should be acute or obtuse-^ 
anent whilk I have heard the great Velt* 
Mareschal Bannier hold a learned argu- 
ment with General Tiefenbach during a 
stiUrstand of arms.'' 

^^ Captain Dalgetty," answered Sir Dun. 
can Tery drily, *< it is not our Highland 
usage todebate military points with strangers. 
This castle is like to hold out against a 
stronger enemy than any force which the 
unfortunate gentlemen we left at Damlin- 
varach are able to bring against it." 

A deep sigh from the lady accompanied 
this conclusion of ber hraband's speech. 
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which seemed to nemiiid her of sonle pttir- 
All circumstanee* 

<* He who gave,*' «atd the clergy man, ad- 
4re6sing her in a solemn tone, <* hath taken 
away. May you, iKmotirable lady, be kfog 
enabled to say blessed be his name**' 

To this exhortfiitidts, which seemed ve^ 
tended for her sole behoof, the lady answer- 
ed by an inciinatfton of her head^ more huiil-* 
Ue than Captain Dalgetty had yet observed' 
her make*^ Supposing he should now find 
her in a more conversihle humour, ,hm 
proceeded to accost her. » 

•* It is indubttaWy very natural that'your 
ladyship should be downcast at the meni 
tiofi of military preparations, whiik I have 
observed to spread perturbation among 
women of all nations, and almost all com 
dittons. ^ Neverthdeas, Bentbesilea, in aii- 
eient times, and also Joan of Arc, atiid 
others, were of a diffiBrent kidney* And, 
as I bstve learned while I served the Spai^ 
bJird, the Duke <^ Aiva in former titoes 
hftd the leagderJassea who ibiiowed fail 



A Uia«l0 OP MOHTSMX. 

oftoip iMnfattUad into teriim^ (vhilk 
cjlU regiineQt8)» and officered and com*- 
manded by those of their own femkiine, atid 
regulated by a oofomander- in-chief, called 
io German Uureweifoler, or, as we would saj 
Temacularly, Captain of the Queans. Trot 
it is, they were persons not to be named as 
parallel to your ladyship, being such qum 
fUMtmm e^porHu0^fi$eiebeaUj as we said of 
Jean Drochlels, at Mareschal College, tlie 
aame whom the French tern curti9anne»f 
and we in Scottish**—— 

<< The lady will spare you the trouble of 
farther exposition, CaptMn Dalgetty," said 
/his host, somewhat sternly; to which tfat 
clergyman added, ^' that such discourse bel* 
ter befitted a watch-tower guarded by t>ro» 
fane soldiery than the board of an bondun* 
able person, and the presence of a lady of 
fnality*** 

«« Craving your pwdon, Domine or Doc- 
tor, €Md quoeunfue aih namme gaude^^ for 
I would ha!^e yon to kaaow 1 ha^ studied 
pi^ite letters,'' said the unabashed envoys 
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filling a great cup of wine^ ^* I see na ground 
for your reproof seeing I did not speak of 
those turpes persmue^ as if their occupation 
or chara,cter was a proper subject of con* 
versation for Jkhis lady's presence^ but wxx* 
^ly per dcddens^ as illustrating the matter 
in hand, namely, their natural courage. and 
^audacity, much enhanced, doubtless, by 
tlie desperate circumstances of their condi- 
tion." 

** Captain Dalgetty,'* sa^id Sir Duncan 
Campbell, '* to break short this discoursq^ 
I must acquaint you that I have some busi- 
ness to dispatch to*-night, in order to ena« 
ble me to ride with you to-morrow towards 
Jnverara, and therefore" 

" To ride with this person to-morrow !" 
replied his lady ; <* suqh cannot be your 
purpose. Sir Duncan, unless you have fox^ 
gotten that the morrow is a sad anniversa- 
ry, and dedicated to as sad a solemnity." 
. ^* I had not forgotten," answered Sirs 
:Diincan ; ^' how is it possible I can ever 
forget ? but the necessity of the times re- 
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quires I should send this officer onward to 
Inverara, without loss of time/* 

" Yet, surely, not that you should ac- 
company him in person," enquired the 
lady, 

" It were better I did^" said Sir Duncan ; 
*» yet I can write to the Marquis, and fol- 
low on the subsequent day.--Gaptain Dal- 
getly, I will di§patch a letter for you, ex- 
plaining to the Marquis of Argyle your 
character and commission, with which you 
will please to prepare to travel to Invera* 
ra, eariy to- morrow morning,''* 

" Sir Duncan Campbell," said Dalgetty, 
" I am doubtless at your discretionary dis- 
posal in this matter ; not the less, I pray 
you to remember the blot which will fall 
upon your own escutcheon, if you do in any 
ways suffer me, being a commissionate flag 
of truce, to be circumvented in this matter, 
whether clam, vi, velprecario 'i I do not say 
by your assent to any wrong done to me, 
but even through absence of any due care 
on your part to prevent the same," 
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^ You are under tbe safeguard of my ho- 
nour, sir," Miswered Kr Duncan Canppbelli 
^ and that is- more than a sufficient securf- 
ty» And now," continued he, rising, *« I 
must set the example of retiring/* 

Dalgetty saw himself under the necessity 
of following tbe hint^ though the hour was 
early ; but, like a skilful general, he avail- 
ed himself of every instant of delay which 
drcumstances permitted. *< Trusting to 
your honourable parole/' said he, filling hit 
oup, *^ I drink to you, Sjr Duncan, and to 
the continuance of your hmiourable house.*' 
A sigh frbm Sir Duiican was the only reply. 
<< Also, madam," said tbe soldier, replenish* 
ing tlie quaigh with all possible dispatch^ 
<^ I drink to your honourable healthy and 
fulfillment of all your virtuous desires — and., 
reverend sir« (not fbrgetting to fit the ac- 
tion to tlie words^ I fill this cup to tbe 
drowning of all unkindness betwixt yon 
and Captain Dalgetty — ^I should say Major 
-^and, in respect tbe flagon contains but 

one cup more^ I drink to the health of fttt 

11 
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honouFftble cavaliers antf bmre soldados— - 
sBd the flask being empty, I am ready. Sir 
DoBcan, to attend joor factionary or sen* 
tioel to my place of private repose.** 

He received n iormal permission to retire, 
and an assurance that as the wine seemed to 
be to his taste, another measure of the same 
vintage should attend him presently, in or- 
der to sooth the hour of his solitude. 

No sooner had the Captain reached the 
afMirtment than this promise was fuIfHIed ; 
and» in a short time afterwards, the added 
eomforts of a pasty of red- deer venisoil 
refidered him very tolerant both of confine^ 
ment and want t^ sf^ciety. The same do- 
fnestic, a sort, of chamberlain, who placed 
tbi9 good cheer in his apartment, delivered 
to Datgetty a packet, sealed and tied up 
with a silken thread, according to the cu^^ 
torn of the time, addressed with many fornix 
of respect to the High and Mighty^ Prince, 
Archibald, Marquis of Argyle, Lord of 
Lome, and so forth. The chamberlain at 
tlie smne time apprized the Ritt master; 
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that he must take horse at an early hour for 
luverara, where the packet of Sjr Duncan 
would be at once his introduction and his 
passport Not forgetting that it was his ob-» 
Ject to collect information as weU as to act 
as an envoy, and desirou$5 for his own sak^i 
to asciertain Sir Duncan's reasons for sendr 
ing him onward without his personal at^ 
tendance^ the Ritt-master enquired at the 
domestic, with all the precaution that his- 
experience suggested, what were the rea* 
sons which detained Sir Duncan at home 
on the succeeding day. The man, who 
was from the low country, replied, " that it 
was. the habit of Sir Duncan and his lady 
to observe as a day of solemn fast and hu- 
miliation the anniversary upon which their 
castle had been taken by surprise, and their 
children, to the number of four, destroyed 
cruelly by a band of Highland freebpoters 
during Sir Duncan's absence upon an expe* 
ditipn which the Marquis of Argyle had 
undertaken against the Macleans of the 
Isle of Mull." 8 
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^ ^« Truly,- said the soMfer, *' yoiir lord 
and lady have seme cause for fast and hu-' 
ttiiliation; Nevertheless, I will venture to 
pronounce, that if he had taken the advicti 
of any experienced soldier, having skill in 
the pratiques of defeiiding places of advan- 
tage, he wduld have built a sconce upon the 
small hill which is to the left of^ the draw- 
brigg. And this I can easily prove to you, 
mine honest friend j for, holding that pksty 
to be the castle — what's your name, friend ?" 

*' Lorimclr, sir," replied the man. 
' •' Here is to your health, honest Lori. 
mer-^I say, Lorimer — holding that jiasty 
to be the main body or citadel of the place 
td^ be defbdded, aiid taking the marrow- 
bone for the sconce to be ejected-^ '* 

" I am sorry, €ir," said Lorimer, inter* 
fuptitig him, " that I cannot stay to hear 
lliei resit of your demonstration; but the bell 
will presently ring. As worthy Mr Graneartl 
gowl, the Marquis's own chaplain, does fa- 
itoily i?torship, and only sev6ri of bur house- 
hold cut of six^y persons understanding the 

VOL. IV. C 
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Scottish tongue, it would misbecome anjr 
one of them to be absent, and gjresutly prer 
judice me in the opinion of my lady. There 
are pipes and tobacco, sir, if you please to 
drink a whiff of smoke^ and if you want any 
thing else, it shall be forthcomii^ two 
hours hence, when prayers are over.'' So 
saying, he left the apartment. 

No sooner was he gone, than the heavy, 
toll of the castle-bell summoned its inbabi-^ 
tants together ; and was answered by the 
shrill clamour of the females, mixed with 
the deeper tones of the men, as, talking 
Earse at the top of their throats, they hur-^ 
ried from different quarters by a long buti 
narrow gallery, which served as. a commu* 
nication to many rooms, and among others, 
to that in which Captain Dalgetty was sta- 
tioned. *« There they go as if they were 
beating to the roll-call," thought the soldier 
to himself; « if they all attend the parade,, 
I will look out, take a mouthful of fresh air, 
and make mine own observations on the, 
practicabilities of this place." 
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Accordingly, when all was quiet, he open- 
ed his chamber, door, and prepared to leave 
it ; when, half whistling, half humming a 
Gaelic tune, he saw his friend with the axe 
advancing towards him from the distant 
end. of the gallery. To have shewn any 
want of confidence, would have been at 
once impolitic, and unbecoming his mili« 
tary character ; so the Captain, putting the 
best face upon his situation he could, whist- 
led a Swedish retreat, in a tone still louder 
than the notes of his centinel ; and retreat* 
ing pace by pace, with an air of indifference, 
as if his only purpose had been to breathe a^ 
little fresh air, he shut the door in the face 
of his guard, when the fellow had approach- 
ed within a few paces of him. 

Thus disappointed by the vigilance of 
his centinel, Ritt-master Dalgetty retired 
to his apartment, where, amid the theore- 
tic calculations of tactics, and the occasion! 
ai more practical attacks on tlie flask and 
pasty, he consumed the evening until it 
was time to go to repose. In the morning, 
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be was summoned by Lorimer at bredlc of 
day, who gave him' t6 understand, tliat 
when he had broken his fast, for which be^ 
produced ample materials, fiis guide and 
horse were in attendance for his journey to* 
Inverara. After complying with the hos^ 
pitable hint of the Chamberlain, the soldier 
proceeded to take horsie. In passing through 
the apartments, he observed that domestics 
were busily employed in hanging thegre^tt 
Iwll with black cloth, a ceremony which, 
he said, he had observed practised when 
the immortal Gustavus Adolphqs lay in 
state in the Castle of Wolgast, and which, 
therefore, he opined, was a testimonial of 
tbe strictest arid deepest mournirig. 

When Dalgetty mounted his steed, he 
found himself attended, or perhaps guarcl- 
ed, by five or six Campbells, well armed, 
commanded by one, who, from the target at 
his shoulder, and the short cock's-feather in 
his bonnet, as well as from the state which 
he took upon himself, claimed the rank of a 
Dunniewassel, or clansman of superior rank j 
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^odiodeedy from his dignity of deportment, 
qould not stand in a more distant degree of 
rektiomhi|ptoSirDuncan» than thatof tentli 
or twelAh cousin at farthest But it was ini- 
ppssiUe^to^xtract positive information oh 
4his or any other subject, inasmuch as neither 
ibis commander nor any of his party spoke 
£9g}ish« The Captain rode» and his mili- 
tuy attendants walked } but such was their 
activityt and so numerous the impediments 
, which the nature of the road presented .to 
the equestrian mode of travelting, that far 
from, being retarded by the slowness of their 
pace^ hisdifficulty was^ather in keeping up 
with his guides* He observed that they 
occasion^ily watched him with a sharp eye, 
aS; if they were jealous of some effort to 
escape s and once, a9 he lingered behind at 
cr.ossing a brook, one of the gillies began 
.to blow the match of his piece, giving him 
^ to understand that he would run sooie 
.j>isique in case of an attempt to part' com- 
pany. Palgetty did not ajigur much goad 
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from the close watch thus mamtasned tipon 
his person j but there was no remedy, for an 
attempt to escape from his attendants m an I 

impervious and unknown country^ would 
have been litde short <^ insanity: He there- 
fore plodded patiently on through a waste 
and savage wilderness, treading paths which 
were only known to the shepherds land cat- 
tle-driverS| and passing with much more of 
discomfort than satis&ction many of those 
sublhne combinations of mountainous sce- 
nery, which now draw visitors from evei^ 
corner of England to feast their eyes upon 
Highland grandeur, and mortify their plt- 
lates upon Highland fa^e. At length they 
arrived on the southern verge of that noble 
lake upon which Inverara is situated ; atid 
a bugle, which the Bunniewassel wind(id 
till rock and green^P^rood rang, served asa 
signal to a well-manned galley, which, start* 
ing from a creek wh^e it lay concealed, 
received the party on board, including Gns- 
tavus ; which sagacious quadruped, an €9!xpe- 
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lieneed traveller bath by water and iand» 
walked ia and out of the boat with the dis* 
cretion of a Christian. 

Embarked on the boMm of Loch Fine» 
Ciaptidn Dalgetty might have admired one 
of the gtaodest scenes which nature affords* 
He might have noticed the rival rivers 
Aiay and Shiray, which pay tribute to the 
lake, each issuing from its own dark and 
wooded retreat. He might have marked, 
00* tiie soft and gentle slope that asorads 
ihim tfaeshMes, ^ noble old Gothic casttet 
with lis varied outline, embattled walls, 
towers, and outer |md inner courts, which, 
iBO far as the picturesque is concerned, prer 
sented an aspect much more striking than 
the (Hreoent massive and uniform mansion. 
He night have admired those dark woods 
whidi for many a mile surrounded this 
Btrong and priacely dwdlUng, and his eye 
might have dwelt on the picturesque peak 
ef Duniquoicfa, starting abruptly from the 
lake, and raising its scathed brow into tbe 
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jihistt Of middle sky, while a solitary watehr 
tower, perched on its top like aii .eagle'iB 
nest, gave dignity to thie icene l^y awaken^ 
ing a sense of possible danger. AJI ihesei 
and every other accompaniment of this no* 
ble scene. Captain Dalgetty n^ight have 
tnarkedy if he had been so.minddd. . But; 
to conless the truth, the gallant c^ptain^ 
who. had eaten nothing since dayrbreak; 
was'chtefly interested by the smok6 v^hiphi 
ascendtd from the castle chimnies, and tjtie 
expectations which this seemed to wurrant 
of his encountering an abundant sK^ko^ 
provant, as he w^s wont to call supplies of 
this nature. 

The boat soon approached the.rugg.e4 
pier, which abutted: into the loch from th^ 
little, town of Inverara, then a rude asr 
semblage of huts, with a very few stone 
mansions interspersed, stretching upwardf 
from the banks of Loch Fine to the print 
cipal gate of.the caisie, l^f/^re which 4 
4ceue. presented it^tl£ .that iWgUt ^asi^jf 



have quelled a less stout heart, and turned 
a more delicate stomach, than those of Rit- 
ter master Dugald Dalgetty, titular of 
Drumthwacket. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

For close designs and crooked counsels fit, 
Sagaciousy bold, and turbulent of wit^ 
Restless, unfix'd in principle and place, 
In pow'r unpleased, impatient in disgrace. 

Absalom and Achitophsl* 

* V 

I 

The village of Inverara, now a neat 
county town^ then partook of the rud^iess 
of the seventeenth century, in the misera- 
ble appearance of tlie houses, and the ir- 
regularity of the unpaved street. But a 
stronger and more terrible characteristic 
of the period appeared in the market-place^ 
ivhich was a space of irregular width, half 
way betwixt the harbour, or pier, and the 
frowning castle gate, which terminated with 
its gloomy arch-way, portcullis, and flank* 
ers, the upper end of the viatai Midw^ 
this space was erected a rude gibbet, on 

9 
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wlridrhung five desd bodies, two of which 
from their dress seemed to have been Low«f 
landers, and the other three corpses were 
muffled in their HighlanA plaids* Two or 
three women sate . under the gallows, wbo 
seemed to be mourning and singing the 
cofonach of the deceased, in a low voice» 
But the spectade was apparently of too 
ordinary occurrence to have much interest 
for the inhabitants at large, who, while they 
thronged to^ look at the miUfary %ure, the 
horse ofan unusual size; and the burnished 
pmH^ply of Captain Dalgetty^ seetned to 
bestow no attention whatever on the pitt- 
ous spectitole iiofcioh their own market-place 

Theenimy df Moatroscf was not quite so 
kldifibrent^ and hearing a wotd or ; two . of 
EngliAK^esoiipe irotn"iivHighIander of de- 
ceit appearanice, he immcidiately baited 
Gustavns and addressed him, V The Pxo- 
vdH Mstsbal has beembuay here, my frigid. 
May I crave of you what these delinqueotis 
have ^been justified for ?" 
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He looked'tavmrils the gibbet as he spdptey 
and the Gael comprehending bis meaning 
rather by bis action than bis; words, ioHne^ 
diately.^ replied, ^ lliree . gentlemen cate* 
rans,-r*<rod sain them (cmsaing bunselO-f-r 
twa Sassenach -bits o' 'bodies, that wadpa 4o 
sdmethyn^ M<!aUuaiMore badethem }"iuid 
tornilig fir om Dalgt^ty vrith an; atr of indjf- 
fereitce, away be walked, staying no furtj^er 

Dalgetty . shriiggedi bis riboulders . and 
prdceedtsd, fyrSk Dahdas^GampbelPs tenth 
oi: twelfth consinKad already skuem^ scwe 
signs of impatiefrce* . i . . 

At the Mfte of tfae< Casttfi!^ atiatbi^ teifr^* 
ble spectacle of feudal power awaijUid kiva. 
Withif} a' stockade or palisade, wliif h. m&m- 
ed lately to have been added tatfier^^lbQces 
of the gate, and wh ich i^as ; pi^oCtSd by 
two pieces of light sflftiQery^ was a ntsi^ll 
Enclosure, wbere Stood /a: huge block, op 
which lay an. axe. Both were stmeared wit)i 
'if&c&Ht blood, and li quantity of sa|w-dQst 
strewed around, partly retained and partly 
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•bHteratod the maiiks ofm very bt^ axepu^ 

lioD* 

As Dalgetty loolned on tht$ tu^w :o)i^ect 

of terror, his princtptl guide suddenly 

twitched him by the skirt of his jerkin, and 

haying thu3wattracted.his aAtention» winked 

and. pointed with. hid: finger to a pole-fixetl 

on the stockade, which supported a humi^n 

head» being tbat^ doubtless, of the late 3u£^ 

f^ren Xliere was a leer on thei Higb^nd- 

er'^ face» as he j)ointed tp this ghastly spec- 

taele, which seemed to his fellow-traveller 

ominous of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounted from his horse at 
* . " ' ' ' ■ ' 

the gate- way, and Gustavus was taken from 

him without his being permitted to attend 

him to the stable according to ^is custom. 

This gave the soldier a pang which the 

-apparatus of death had not conveyedi — 

*^ Poor Gustaviis/' said he to himselfi " if 

anythins^ but good happens to me, 1 had 

better have lefc him at Darnlinvaracb than 

brought him here among these Highlanu 
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salvaged) who scaite know tUe head of a 
horse from his tail. But duty must part a 
man from his nearest and dearest — 

*' When the cannons are roaring, lads, and the colours 

are flying, 
The lads that seek honour must never fear dying ; 
Then, stout cavaUers, let us toil our brave trade in^ 
And fight for the Goapel and the bold King of Swedoa." 

Thus silencing his apprehensions with the 
butt-end of a military ballad, he followed 
his guide into a sort of guard- room, filled 
with Highland soldiers. It was intimated 
to him that he must remain here until his 
arrival was communicated to tlie Marquis. 
To make this communication the more in- 
telligible, he gave to the Dunniewassel Sir 
Duncan Campbell's packet, desiring, as 
well as he could, by signs, that it should 
be delivered into the Marquis's own hand. 
• His guide nodded and withdrew. 

The Captain was left about half an hour 
in this place, to endure with indifference, or 
return with scorn, the inquisitive, and at 
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the same. time*, th^ inimical glances of the 
armed Gael* to whom his exterior and equi* 
pi^e was as much sulgect of curiosity, at 
his person and oountiry seemed matter of 
dislike. AH this he bore with military 
nonchalance, until» at the expiry of the 
above period, a perscm dressed in blade vel- 
vet, Biad wearing a gold chain liJce a modem 
magistrate of Edinbui^, but who was, in 
fact, steward of the household to the Mar- 
quis of Argyle, entered the £^artment, and 
invited, with solemn gravity, the Captain to 
follow him to his master's presence. 

The suite of apartments through which 
he passqd, were filled with attendants . or 
visitors of various descriptions, disposed, 
perhaps, with some ostentation, in order to 
impress the envoy of Montrose with an 
idea of the superior power and magnificence 
belonging to the rival house of Argyle. 
One an ti- room was filled with lacqueys, ar- 
rayed in brown and yellow, the colours of 
the &mily, who, ranged in double file, gazed 
in silence upon Captain Dalgetty as he 



passed betwixt their tanks. Another was 
bccupied by Highland gentlemen and chiefs 
of ^mali branchesi who were amusing them- 
selves with €faes8, backgammon^ and other 
games, whkh they scarce intermitted ^to 
gaze A/vith curiosity upon the stranger. A 
third was filled with Lowland gei^tlemeii 
and offieeis,^ho seemed also in attendance^} 
and after all, the presence-chamber of 4he 
Marquis himself, shewed him attended by 
' a ieyee which marked his high importance. 
This ' apartment, the foiding-doors of 
which were opened lor the reception of Cap- 
ftain Dalgelty, was a long gallery, decorated 
•witll tapestry and'family portraits, and ha» 
ving a vaulted ^ceiling of open wood-work, 
the-extreme projections of tiie beams being 
richly carved and^gilded. ^ The gallery was 
lighted by long lanceolated Gothic case- 
inent<3, divided by heavy. stone shafts, and 
fiU64 with painted glass, where the sun« 
beams glimmered dimly through boars* 
h^ads, and galleys/ and batons, and swordsi 
arxnorjal bearings, of the powerful house of 
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Argyle, and embteins of the high her ^itary 
4)ffices of Justiciary of Scotland^ and/Maf- 
ter of the Royal H<ousehold» wbjch they 
long enjoyed » At the upper ead of this 
magnificent gallery stood the Marquts hint, 
self, the centre of a splendid cirele df High* 
land and Lowland gentlemen, all xichly 
dr^essedf among whom were tWo or three 
of th^ clergy, ^Ued in, perbaps, to be wit- 
nesses of his zeal for the Cov<$dant« 

The Marquis hioiself wan dressed in thi 
fashion of the period, which Yiindyke hM 
so often painted} but his habit was sober 
and iimfoffp in colour, and ra^hei: rjeh than 
gsiy • His dark coip plexion, filrrO w^d fore*- 
Jiead,. and downcast Ipok,. gave him theapt^ 
pearance of one frequently engaged in the 
oonsidemtion of important affairs, and who 
has acquired, by long habit, aq air of gravi- 
ty ai^d 'm)^tery,: which he.cac^Qot ^liake t#' 
^y^ where tljere is optbingjlft 1^ jc0pp«alr 
.ed» ;.The c^t wfth^is ey^rwhi<?b bad 
4)rocuiied him in the High}ai94^ the nick- 
^W^i^ of Gillespie Gniin9^b<|oiribe:gi:i)3()), 
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was less perceptiblewhen be looked down- 
ward, which perhaps was one cause of his 
having adopted that habit. In person, he 
was tall and than, but not without that di^ 
Bity of deportment and manners which be- 
came his high rank. Something there was 
cold In his address and sinisfter in his look, 
although he spoke and behaved with the 
tmial grace ofa man of such quality. Hew£»s 
adored by his own clan, whose advancemeitt; 
W had greatly studied, although he was in 
"propdrtioa didMced by the Highlanders of 
other septs, some of whoto he h^d already 
stripped of their poiSsessions, while others 
conceived themselves in danger from his 
^ture schemes, and alldi^eaded the hei^ 
to which he V9^ elevated. 

We have already noticed, that in displaj*- 
ing himself amidst his cduticillors, his offi- 
cers oi the household, and his train of vaa- 
iialS) allies, and dependents, the Marquis <rf^ 
Aiigyle probably wished to make an imt- 
pression cm the nervous system of Captain 
]>ogald Dalgetty. But that doughty person 






i 



I 



▲ LEOXtfD OF MONTBOaX. $7 

had bought his wa^^ iaone departmeiit or an- 
flthQTg thraugl^ the greater part of the Thirty 
Yeaia War in Gemiaoy, a period wheii a 
brave and .SBCcesifiil soldier was a compa- 
nioxi for princes. The King of Stiveden, 
jand, after Us ^aanaple^ even the haughty 
Princes of the Bmpii^ bad fi>und them* 
arives fain frequently to compound with 
the^ dignity* and silence when they could . 
not satiny the pecuniary claims of tiiek 
wMhmy by admiitting them to unusual prt- 
vileges and familiarity. €aptaltt I>i!geiS 
Balgetty bad it to boast be had 'sate with 
ptinoes at feasts made for monirehsi and 
therefore was not' a person to be brow-^beat 
eren hy the dignity which surrounded 
M^Callum More. Indeed, - he was naturally 
by no means the most modest man of the 
world,> but, on the contrary, bad so good 
an oj^inion of 4iimself,_ that into whatever 
company he chanced to be thrown, he was 
always proportionally elevated in his own 
conceit ; so that he felt as much at ease in 
thcmost exalted society as^ameng his ow9 
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ordjoarj coiBf>ank»ns. In this hi^h opimoli 
of his oWn rank he was greatly fortified by 
his ideas of the militftry professiony whicfa^ 
in hh phrase, made a! valiant cavalier a ca- 
mardoeto an:emperor* • *' 

When introduced, therefore, into the 
Marquis's preieiice-chainber, he advanicecl 
tci the upper eodiwith an air of more con* 
fidjence thau grace, arid .would have gone 
close up to. Argyle's person btefore apeakjog, 
had not the < latter waved Jhis. band as a sig- 
nal to him to stop short Captain Didget* 
ty did: so. accordingly,: and faav^ngntade his 
vii^itary congee wkh easy ci^fidc^ee,' be 
thus, accosted the Mvqui? : ** Give yon 
good m<urjrow, my loiKU*-or rather I shoutf 
say, good even ; JSeso 4 uated los 7na^09, in 
tl^e Spftnis^rd says/' 

<< Who are you,* sir, and yfhat is yoiir bU'^ 

* siness?" deinande^ the Marquis, in.atqfte 

.which was int^ndQd to interrupt the ojSbo- 

sive /^{nmarity of the soldier, 

^ ..<VTbat is a;ffir interrogative, my Ipfd^" 

¥\§%^X^ Dalgetty, ^* wlnj^b I shall f(^.t^ 



with answer as becomes a caralier, and that 
peremptoriet as we used to say at Mareschal 
College." 

** See w1m> or what be is, Neal," saM the 
Marquis sternly to a gentleihan who stood 
nieaf bifn« 

<< I %iU save the honourable geHtfemaii 
the la)K>ur of investigation," continued thfe 
Captain. <<Iam Dugald Dalgetty, of Drum* 
th vacketi that shcnjld be, late Ritt-master in 
wrinus services, and now Major of I know 
not what or whose regiment of IrUAies ; sind 
lam come with a flag of ti^uee from a high 
ahd powerful lord, James Bart a( Mon* 
trose, and other noble persons now in arms 
£>r his Majesty, and so God save King 
Charles." 

w Do you know where yon are^ and 
the danger of daUjring witii us, sir," again^ 
demanded^ the Marquis, << tliat yon reply 
' to me as if 1 were a cbiW or a tool ? The 
Earl of Montrose is with the Erighsh ma- 
lignants, and I suspect you are one of these 
Irish runagates, ^ho are come into this 
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countty to burn and flky, m thej dtd under 
Sir PhaliiB O'Neala" 

« My lord," replied Captain Dalgetty» 
« I am no renegade, thou^ a Major of 
Irishes, fm which I might refer your lord- 
ship to the invincible Gustayus Adolphus 
the Lion of the Norths to Bannier, to Che- 
enstienit to the warlike Duke of Saxe-Wei« * 
mar, Tilly> Wallenstein, Piceolomini, and 
other great captains, both dead and living ; 
and touching the noble Earl of Montrose, 
I pray your lordship to peruse these .my 
full powers for treating with you in the 
name of that right honouraU^ commander." 

The Marquis looked slightingly at the^ 
signed and sealed paper which Captain- 
Dalgetty handed to him, and throwing it , 
with contempt upon a table, asked those 
around him what he deserved who came as 
the avowed envoy and agent of malignant 
traitors in arms against the state ? 

** A high gallows and a short shrift," was 
the ready answer of one of the bye-standers. 
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<< I wttl orave of that tiaqourable caraiier 
who hath last i^poken;' said Dalgetty, '< to 
be )e93 hasty in forming his coDclusions, 
and also of your lordship to be cautelous in 
adopting the 8Miie» in req^ect nich threats 
are tp be held out only to base bisognos, 
and not to men of q[Hrit and action^ who 
are bound to peril themselves as freely in 
services of this nature, as upon sieves, bat- 
tles, or onsUiighta af any sort And albeit, 
I have not with me a trumpet, or a white 
jRsig, in respect our army is not yet equip- 
ped with i|s full appointm^its, yet the ho- 
noujriible cavaliers, and your lordship must 
concede unto me, that the sanctity of an 
envoy who cometh oji matter of truce or 
parle, .consi9teth not in the fanfare o^ a 
trumpet, whilk is but a sound, or in the 
flap pf a white flag, whilk is but an auld rag 
in itself, but in the confid^ifie reposed by 
the party sending, and the party sent, in 
the honour of those to whom the message 
is tO'be carried, and their full reliance that 
they will respect the Jus gentium as weel as 
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the law of arms in the person of the coih* 
missipnate '* 

" You are not come hither to le<^ture ir» 
upon the law of arms, sir," said the Mar- 
(juis, ** which neither does nor can apply to 
rebels and insurgents ; but to suffer the pe- 
nalty of your insolence and folly for bring 
ing a traitorous message to the Lord Justice 
General of Scotland, whose duty calls upon 
Irim to punish such an offence with deatli.'' 

** Gentlemen," said the Captain, who be 
gan much to dislike the turn whidh his 
mission seemed about to take, " I pray you 
to remember, that the Earl of Montrose 
will hold you and your possessions liable 
for whatever injury my person, or my horse, 
shall sustain by these unseemly proceed- 
ings, and that he will be justified in execu- 
ting retributive vengeance oh your persons ' 
and possession s,** 

This menace was received with a scorn- 
ful laugh, while one of the Campbells re- 
plied, ** It is a far cry to Lochow," a pro- 
verbial expression of the tribe, meaning 
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ib^ their i^ncieot hereditary domains lay^ 
beyond the reach of an invading enemy. 
<< But, gentlemen/' further urged the lin^ 
foctunate Captain, M;bo was unwilling to be 
condemned, without at least the benefit of 
aiull hearing, *v although it is not for me 
to say how far it may be to Lochow, in re- 
spect I am a stranger to those parts* yet 
what is more to the purpose, I trust you 
will admit that I have the guarantee of an. 
honourable gentleman of your own name. 
Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvobr, for 
my safety on this mission ; and I pray you 
to observe, that in breaking the truce to- 
wards me, ypu will highly prejudicate his 
honour and fair fame/' 

This seemad to be new information to 
many of the gentlemen, for they spoke aside 
with each other, and the Marquis's face, 
notwithstanding his power of suppressing 
all external signs of his passions, shew^ 
impatience and vexation. 

« Does Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr pledge 
his honour for this person's safety, my 

roL. IT. D 
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lord?" said one ^f the company y addressing 
tl^e Marquis. 

«' I do not believe it,'* answered the Mar-- 
quis ; *^ but I have not yet had time to read 
his letter.'* 

*< We will pray your lordship to do sOtf 
said another of the Campbells ; *^ our name 
must not suffer discredit through the means 
of such a fellow as this." 

" A dead fly," said a clergyman, " raa# 
keth the ointment of the apothecary to 
stink." 

" Reverend sir," said Captain Dalgetty, 
«' in respect of the use.to be derived, I for- 
give you the unsayouriness of your compa* 
rison ; and also remit to the gentleman ia 
the red bonnet, the disparaging epithet of 
Jellow which he has discourteously applied 
to me, who am no way to be distinguished 
by the same, unless in as fajr as I have been 
called felloW'Soldier by the great Gustavus 
Adolphus, the Lion of. the North, and 
other choic/e cainmanders, both in Get- 
a^ny and the Low Countries. But touch- 

7 
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kig Sir Duncan's guarantee of my safety, I 
will gage my life upon his making my words 
good thereanent, when he com^s hither to- 
morrow.'* 

^ If Sir Duncan be so soon expected, my 
I lord," said one of the intercessors, ** it 

would be a pity to anticipate matters with 
this poor man," 

«* Besides that," said another, " your 
lordship— I rfpeak with reverence — should, 
at least, consult the Knight of Ardenvohr's 
letter, and learn the terms on which this 
Major Dalgetty, as he calls himself^ has 
been sent hither by him," 

They closed around the Marquis, and 
conversed together in a low tone, both 
in Gaelic and English. The patriarchal 
power of the Chiefs was very great, and 
that of the Marquis of Argyle, armed with 
all his grian ts of hereditary jurisdiction, was 
particularly absolute. But there interferes 
some check of one kind or other even ia 
the most despotic government. That which 
Mitigated the power of the Celtic Chie&y 
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was the necessity which they lay under of 
conciliating the kinsmen, who, under them, 
led out the lower orders to battle, and who 
formed a sort of council of the tribe in 
time of peace. The Marquis oil this occa- 
sion thought himself under the necessity of 
attending to the remonstrances of this se- 
nate, or more properly Couraultah of the 
name of Campbell, and, slipping out of the 
circle, gave orders for the prisoner to be 
removed to a place of security* 

<* Prisoner l*" exclaimed Dalgetty, exert- 
ing himself with such force as well nigh to 
shake off two highlanders, who for some 
minutes past had waited the signal to seize 
him, and kept for that purpose close at hit 
back. Indeed the soldier had so nearly at- 
tained his liberty, that the Marquis of Ar» 
gyle changed colour, and stepped back two 
paces, laying, however, his hand on hit 
sword, while several of his clan, with ready 
devotion, threw themselves betwixt him 

« 

and the apprehended vengeance of the pri- 
soner. B«t the highland guards were t«o 
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strong to bp shaken off, and the unlucky Cap- 
tain, after having had his offensive weapons 
taken from him, was dragged off and con- 
ducted through several gloomy passages to 
a snjall side-door grated with iron, within 
which was another of wood. These were 
opened by a grim old highlander with a long 
white beard, and displayed a very steep and 
narrow flight of steps leading downward. 
The Captain's guards pushed him down two 
or three steps, then, unloosing his arms, left 
bim to grope his way to the bottom as he 
could, a task which became difficult and 
even dangerous, when the two doors being 
successively locked, left the prisoner in to* 
yd darkness. 
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. CHAPTER V. 

Whatever stranger visits bere, 

We pity his sad case. 
Unless to worship he 4raw near. 

The King of Kings— his Grace* 

Bu&Ns's Epigram on a visit to In^ntrgi. 

The Captain finding himself deprived df 
light, in the manner we have described, 
and placied in a very uncertain situatioii, 
proceeded to descend the narrow and bro- 
ken stair with all the caution in his power^ 
hoping that he might find at the bottom 
some place to repose himself. But ^ith all 
his care he could not finally avoid m^iking 
a false step, which brought him down the- 
four or five last steps too hastily to preserve 
his equilibrium. At ^e bottom he stum- 
bled over a bundle of something soflt,^ 
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which stirred and uttered a groan, so de- 
ranging the Captain^s descent, that he floun- 
deredforward,and finally fell upon hishandi 
and knees on the floor of a damp and stoiie- 
paved dungeon. 

When Dalgetty bad recovered, his first^ 
demand was to know over wl^om he had 
stumbled. 

'* He was a man a month skiee," answer- 
ed a hollow and broken voice. 

*« And what is he now, then," said Dal- 
getty, '^ that he thinks it fitting to lie upon 
the lowest step of the stairs^ and clew'd up 
I'ike'a burchin, that honourable cavaliers^ 
wha chance to be in trouble, may break 
their noses etver him ?" 
, ?* What is he now ?* replied the same 
voice; " He is a wretched trunk, from 
which the boughs have oue by one been 
lopped away, and which cares little hoiv 
soon.it i^ torn \ip aiid hewed iato billets 
for the furnace." 

•« Friend," said Dalgetty, " I .am sorry 
£>r you ^ hut patienza^ as the Spaniard says. 
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« 

If you had but been as quiet as a log» as 
you call yourseli^ I should have saved somt 
excoriations on my hands and knees." 

•^ You are a soldier,'* replied his fellow- 
prisoner ; '^ do you complain on account 
of a fall for which a boy would not bemoan 
himself?" 

" A soldier ?" said the Captain ; *« and 
how do you know» in this cursed dark ca- 
vern, that I am a soldier ?" 

** I heard your armour clash as you fell,* 
replied the prisoner, *^ and now I see it glim^ 
men When you have remained as long as 
1 in this darkness, your eyes will distinguish 
the smallest eft that crawls on the floor.'' 

** I had rather the devil picked them 
out !" said Dalgetty j ** if this be the case, 
I shall wish for a short turn of the rope, a 
soldier's prayer, and a leap from a ladder. 
But what sort of provant have you got here 
•—what food, I mean, brother in affliction ?'* 

** Bread and water once a day," replied 
the voice. 

** Pri'thee, friend, let me taste your loaf," 
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tAid Dalgetty ; « I hope we shall play good 
comrades while we dwell together in this 
abominable pit." 

*« The loaf and jar of water,** answered 
the other prisoner, " stand in the corner, 
two steps to your right hand. Take them, 
and welcome. With earthly food I have 
w«ll nigh done.** 

Dalgetty did not wait for a second invi- 
tation, but groping out the provisions, be- 
; gan to munch at the stale black oaten loaf 
with as much hesirtiness as we have seen 
him play his part at better viands. 

" This bread," he said, muttering with 
his mouth full at the same time, *< is not 
very savoury ; nevertheless, it is not much 
worse than that which we ate at the famous 
leaguer at Werben, where the valorous 
Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the cele- 
brated Tilly, that terrible old hero, who 
had driven two kings out of the field— 7 
namely, Ferdinand of Bohemia, and Chris- 
tian of Denmark, — And anent this water^ 
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which is none of the most sweet, I drinlt 
in the same to your speedy deliverance, 
comrade, not forgetting mine own, and 
devoutly wishing it were Rhenish wine, 
or humming Lubeck beer, at the least, were 
it but in honour of the pledge. 

While Dalgetty ran on in this way, his^tefeth 
kept time with his tongue, and he speedily 
finished, the. provisions which the benevo- 
Tence or indifference of his companion in 
misfortune had abandoned to his voracity. 
When this task was accomplished, he wrap^ 
ped himself in his cloak, and seating him- 
self in a corner of the dungeon in which 
lie could* obtain a support on each side,, 
(for he had always been an admirer of el^ 
bow-chairs, he remarked, even from his 
youth upward,) he began to question hi* 
fellow- captive*. 

•« Mine honest friend,** said he, ^ you 
and I being comrades at bed and board, 
should be better acquainted. I am Dugald* 
Dalgetty of Drumthwacket, and sa fortb^ 
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Major in a regipent of lojal Irishes, and 
Envoy Extraordinary of a High and Mighty 
Lord, James Earl of Montrose-^Pray, what 
may your name be ?" 

** It will avail you- little to know,** re- 
plied his more taciturn companion, 

<< Let me judge of tllat matter," answer- 
ed the soldier; 

" Wel)^ then'— Ranald MacEagh is my 
name-— that is, Ranald Son of the Mist." 

" Son of the Mist !" ejaculated Dalgetty> 
*« Son of utter darkness, say L But Ra- 
nald, since that is your name, how came 
you ifi possession of the provost^s court of 
guard ? what the devil brought you here^^ 
that is to say ?" 

*« My misfortunes and my crimes," an^ 
^wered Ranald. «< Know ye the Knight 
of Ardenvohr ?• 

" I do know that honourable person,'* 
replied Dalgetty. 

<• But know ye where he now is?" re^* 
plied Rknald. 

«f Easting this <] ay at Ardenvohr, that he 
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may feast to*nionx)w at Inverara ; in which 
last purpose if he chance to fail, my lease of 
human service will be something preca? 
rious." 

** Then let him know one claims bis in* 
tercession, who is his worst foe and his best 
friend," answered Ranald. 
' ** Truly I shall desire to carry a lau 
questionable message/' answered Dalgetty. 
*< Sir Duncan is not a person to play at 
reading riddles with." . 

<* Graven Saxi)n/' said the prisoner, " tdl 
him I am the raven that fifteen years since 
stoop'd on his tower of strength and the 
pledges he had left there'— I am the wolf 
that found out his den on the rock, and 
destroyed his offspring — I am the leader of 
the band which surprised Ardenvohr yesr 
terday was fifteen years, and gave his four 
children to the sword.^' 

** Truly, my honest friend,** said Dai- 
getty, << if that is yjoiir best recomiqenda- 
tion to Sir Duncan's favour, I wo!9l4 pre- 
termit my pleading thereupon, in respect 
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I have obiterved that even the animal crea- 
tion afre incensed against those i^ho intro- 
mit ' with their offspring forcibly^ much 
more any rational and christian creature. 
But I pray you ip courtesy to tell me, whe- 
ther you assailed the castle from the hillock 
called Drumsnab, whilk I uphold to be the 
true point of attack^ unless it were to be 
protected by a sconce." 

*' We ascended the cliff by ladders of 
ropes," said the prisoner, " drawn up by 
an accomplice and clansman, who had ser- 
ved sii^ months in the castle to enjoy that 
one night of unlimited vengeance* The 
owl whooped around us as we hung be« 
twixt heaven and earth ; the tide roared 
against the [foot of the rock, £^nd dashed 
asunder our skiff, yet no man's heart fail^ed 
him. In the morning there was blood and 
ashes, where there had been peace and joy 
at the sunset." 

*^ It was a pretty camisade, I doubt not, 
Ranald MacEagh, a very sufficient on* 
slaught, and wo]:thily discharged. Neverthe* 
less, I would have pressed the hoi^e from that 
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little hillock called Driimsnab. But yours ii^ 
a pretty irregular Scythian fashion of war- 

^ • _ * . 

fare, Ranald, much resembliog that of 
Turks, Tartars^ and other Asiatic people. 
But the reason, my friend, the cause of thir 
war — the teferrima causa, as I may say ^ 
Deliver me that, Ranald/' 
• *^ We had been pushed at by the M'*^ 
Auleys, and other western tribes," said 
Ranald j^ <^ till our possessions became un- 
safe for us/' 

" Ah ha !" said Dalgetty j <« I have faint- 
remembrance of having heard of that mat& 
ter. Did you not put bread into a ma»'» 
mouth, when he had never a stomach whero^ 
unto to transmit the same ?** 

" You have heard, then,*' said Ranald^ 
•* the tale of our revenge on the haughty 
forester?" 

•« I bethink me that I have,** said DaJget- 
ty, *^ and that not of an old date. It was a 
merry jest that, of cramming the bread into- 
th« dead man's mouth,, but somewhat too 
n^ild and salvage, besides wasting the good 
victuals. I have seen when at a siege or a 
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Jeagu^r, Ranald, a living soldier Would have 
been the better, Ranald, for that crust of 
bread whiUc you threw away on a dead 
pow." 

•* We were attacked by Sir Dancan,** con- 
tinued MacEagh, •« and my brothef was 
slain — his head was withering on the battle* 
ments which we scaled— I vowed revenge^; 
and it is a vow I have never broken,** 

^ It may be so,** said Dalgetty j •* and 
every thorough-bred soldier will confess 
that revenge is a sweet morsel j. but in 
what manner this story will interest Sir 
ZKincan in your justificatiOi)» unless it 
should move him to intercede with the 
Marquis to change the manner thereof from 
hanging, or simple suspension, to breaking 
your limbs on the roue, or wheel, with the 
coulter c^ a plough, or otherwise putting 
you to death by torture, surpasses my com*- 
prehension. Were I you, Ranald, I^would 
be for miskenning Sir Duncan, keeping my 
own secret, and departing quietly by suflS^^ 
^tion, like your ancestors before you.** 

" Yet hearken, stranger,'* said the High^ 



88 TALES OF »fY LANDLORD. 

luder. *f sir Duncan of Ardenvohr had 
four children. Three died under our dirks, 
but the fourth survives j and more would he 
give to dandle on his knee the fourth child 
which remains, than to rack these old bones, 
which care little for the utmost indulgence 
(^ his wrath. One word, if I list to speak 
it, could turn his day of humiliation and 
fasting into a day of thankfulness and re-* 
joicing and breaking of bread. O I know 
it by my own heart ! Dearer to me is the 
child Kenneth, who chaseth the butterfljr 
on the banks of the Aven, than ten sons 
who are mouldering in earth, pr are prey- 
ed on by the fowls of the air." 

^^ I presume, Ranald," continued Dal« 
getty, ** that the three pretty fellows whom I 
saw yonder in the marketplace, strung up 
by the head like rizzer'd haddocks, claimed 
some interest ii^ you ?? 

There was a brief pause ere the High* 
lander replied, in a tone, of strong emotion, 
— «* They were my sons, stranger— they 
were my sons I — blood of my blood-^-^KHie 
of my bone!— fleet of foot— -unerring in aim 
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•— unvanquished by foemen till the sons of 
Diarmid overcame them by numbers ! Why 
do I wish to survive them ? The old trunk 
will less feel the rending up. of its roots, than 
it has felt the lopping off of its graceful 
boughs. But Kenneth must be trained to 
revenge — the young eagle must learn from 
the old how to stoop on his foes. I will 
purchase for his sake my life and my free^ 
doffl) by discovering my secret to the Knight 
of Ardenvohr*" 

** You may attain your end more easily,'* 
said a third voice, mingling in the confer, 
eoce, " by entrusting it to me»" 

All Highlanders are superstitious. *^ The 
Epemy <^ Mankind is among us !" said Ra^ 
Q^l^ MacEagh, springing to his feet. His 
chains clattered susi he rose, while he drew 
h imself as far as they permitted from the quar* 
ter whence the voice appeared to proceed* 
His fear in some degree communicated 
itself to Captain Dalgetty, who began to 
repeat, in a sort. of polyglott gibberish, all 
the exorcisms he had ever beard of, with* 
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out being able to remember more than b 
word or two of each, 

' *< In nomine damini, as we saiil at Mares- 
chal College — sanHssima madre di dioSf as 
the laniard has it — aileguten geister hben 
den Hermf satth the blessed Psalmi&t, in 
Doctor Luther's translation"— 

•* A. truce with your exorcisms,"* said the 
voice they had heard before \ ^ though I 
come strangely among you, I am mortal 
like yourselves, and my assistance may avail 
you in your present streight, if you are not 
too proud to be counselled." 

While the stranger thus spoke, he with- 
drew the shade of a dark lantern, by whose 
feeble light Dalgetty could only discern 
that the speaker who had thus mysteriously 
united himself to their company, and mixed 
in their conversation, was a tall man, drese* 
ed in a livery cloak of the Marquis. 'His 
first glance was to his feet, but he saw nei- 
ther the cloven foot which Scottish legends 
assign to the foul fiends nor the horse's hoof 
by which he is distinguished in Germany* 
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His first enquiry was^ how the stranger had 
come among them ? 

•♦ For/' said he, •* the creak of these rusty 
fears would hare been heard had the door 
been made patent; and if you passed throi^gh 
the key-hole^ truly, sir, put what face yo» 
will Qn it, you are not fit to be earolted in 
a regiment of living men." 

«* I reserve my secret,." answered the 
stranger, ^^ until you shall merit the disco* 
very by communicating to me some of 
yonrs. It may be that I shall be moved to 
let you out where I myself came in." 

** It cannot be through the key-hole tI^n,T 
Mid Captain Dalgetty, ^ for my corslet 
wdttid stick in the passage were it possible 
ifaat my head- piece could get through. As 
for secrets, I have none of my o wn^ and but 
few appertaining to others^ But impart to 
\» what secrets you desire to know.; or, as* 
Fi^oftssor Snufflegreek used to say at the- 
Mareschal College, Abeidoen, spe^k that I. 
may know thee." 
^It is. not With you I have first t<> do,'* 
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replied the stranger, turning his light foil 
on. the wild and wasted features, and the 
large limbs of the highlander, Ranald Mae- 
Eaghy who, close drawn up against the walls 
of* the dungeon, seemed yet uncertain whe* 
ther his guest was a Hving being. 

«« I have brought you something, my 
friend,'' said the stranger, in a more sooth* 
ing tone, " to mend your fare; if you are 
to die to-morrow^ it is no reason wherefore 
you should not live to-night«'' 

** None at all — no reason in the creation/* 
replied the ready Captain Dalgetty, wha 
forthwith began to unpack the contents of a 
mall basket which the stranger, had brought 
under his cloak, while the highland er, eu 
tiier in suspicion or disdain, paid no atten- 
tion to the good cheer* 

« Here's to thee, my friend," said the 
Captain, who having already dispatched a 
huge piece of roasted kid, was now takii^ 
E pull at the wine-flask. <' What is thy name, 
my good friend ?" 

<< Murdoch Campbell, sir," answered tho 
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lenranty << a lackey of the Marquis of Ar- 
gyle, and occasionally acting as under- war- 
den.** 

<' Then here is to thee once morCi Mur- 
dochy'' said Dalgetty, << drinking to you by 
your proper name for the better luck sake. 
This wine I take to be Calcavella. Well, 
honest Murdoch, I take it on me to say, 
thou deservest to be upper- warden, since 
tiiou showest thyself twenty times better 
acquainted with the way of victualling 
honest gentlemen that are under misfor- 
tune, than thy principal. Bread and water i 
out upon him ! It was enough, Murdoch, 
to destroy the credit of the Marquis's dun- 
geon. But I see you would converse with my 
friend, Ranald M'Eagh here. Never mind 
my presence ; Til get me into this corner 
here, with the basket, and I will warrant 
my jaws make noise enough to prevent my 
ears from hearing you.'' 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, 
the veteran listened with all the attention 
he could to hearken to this discourse, or. 
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as he described it himself, <^ laid his ears 
back in his neck, like Gustavus when he 
heard the key turn in the girnel-kist," He 
could, therefore, owing to the narrowness 
of the dungeon, easily overhear the fol- 
lowing dialogue. 

•* Are you aware, Son of the Mist/' said 
the Campbell, " that you will never leave 
this place excepting for the gibbet ?" 

"Those who are dearest to me," answered 
MacEagh, ** have trod that path before me.* 

«* Then you would do nothing,*' asked 
the visitor, •* to shun following them ?" • 

The prisoner writhed himself in his chains 
before returning an answer. 

<• I would do much," at length he said ; 
«« not for my own life, but for the sake of 
the pledge in the glen of Strath- Aven.' 

"And what would you do to turn away 
the bitterness of the hour ?" again demands 
cd Murdoch : <« I care not for what cause 
ye inean to€hun it." 

•* I would do what a man might do, and 
still call himself a man." 
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^< Do you call yourself a man," said the 
interrogator, << who have done the deeds 
of a wolf P^ 

<< I do," answered the outlaw ; '^ I am a 

« 

man like my forefathers — while wrapt in the 
mantle of peace, we were lambs — it was 
rent from us, and ye now call us wolves. 
Give us the huts ye have burned, our 
children, whom ye have murdered, our 
widows whom ye have starved — collect 
from the gibbet and the pole the mangled 
carcases, and whitened sculls of our kins- 
men — ^bid them live and bless us, and we 

* • 

will be your vassals and brothers — till then. 
Let death, and blood, and mutualwrong, 
draw a dark veil of division between 
us.* 

•* You will then do nothing for your 
liberty," said the Campbell. 

•* Any thing — ^but call myself the friend 
of your tribe," answered MacEagh. 

" We scorn the friendship of banditti 
and Caterans," -retorted Murdoch, ^< and 
would not stoop to accept it. — What I de« 
mand to know from you, in exchange for 
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your liberty is, where the daughter and 
heiress of the Knight of Ardenvohr is now 
to be found.*' 

" That you may wed her to some beg- 
garly kinsman of your great master/' said 
Ranald, ** after the fashion of the Children 
of Diarmid ! Does not the Valley of Glen- 
Orquhy, to this very hour, cry shame on the 
violence offered to a helpless infant whom 
her kinsmen were conveying to the court of 
the Sovereign ? Were not her escort com- 
pelled to hide her beneath a cauldron, round' 
which they fought till not one remained 
to tell the tale? — and was not the girt 
brought to this fatal castle, and afterwards 
wedded to the brother of M^Callum More, 
and all for the sake of her broad lands I^' 

« And if the tale be true,** said Murdoch, 
<< she had a prefeilnent beyond what the 
King of Scots would have conferred on her. 
But this is far from the purpose. The 
daughter of Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr is of 
oar own blood, not a stranger ; «nd who has 
. so good a right to know her fate as M'* 
Galliim Moce^ the chief of her dan r 
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: « It is on his pMt, then, that you demand 
it?* said the" outlaw. The servant of the 
Marquis assented. 

" And you will practise no evil against 
theuaaidenP-^havedoneherwrongenough ^ 
already." 

" No evil, tipoh the word <tf a Christian 
man,^' replied Murdoch. 

«* And my guerdon is to be life and li- 
berty 5** 

" Such is our paction,'* said the Camp- 
bell. , 

« Then know, that the 'child whom I 
i«?ed out of compassion at the Spoiiitig of 
her father's tower of strength, was bred as 
an adopted daughter of otfr tribe, until we ^ 
were worsted at the pass of Ballenduthil, 
by the fiend incarnate and mortal enemy 
df ttar tribe, Allan M*Aftlay of the filpody 
hand, and by the Iiorsemen of Lennox, un- 
dcr the heir of Menteith.'' ' " 

<< Fell she into the power of Allan of the 
Bloody hand,** said Murdoch, ** and she a 
reputed daughter of thy tribe? then her 

VOL. lY. V' 
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blood h»s gil(}ed the dirk, and thou hast 
said nothing to rescue thine own forfmted 
life." ^ 

<< If my life r^st on her'^^" answered tiie 
outlaw, '< it is secure, for she still anrvivesi i 
but it has a more insecure reliante~-th6^ 
frail promise of a son of Diarmtd." 

** That promise shall not fail you," said the 
CanqpbeU, ^ if you can assure <ne that she 
survives, and where she is to be found." 

*< In the castle of Darnlmvarach," siud 
Ranald MacEagh, <* under the name of 
An not Lyle. I have often h$;ard of her 
from my kinsmen, who have again apN*. 
.^reached their native, woods, apd it ianot: 
long since mine old eyes beheld hen" 

^^< You !" said Murdoch, in aftonishmevt^ 
^* you, a^chief among the children oi tha 
Mist, and ventured so ne^r your.mnfftat' 
foe!" 

^ Son of Biarmid, I did ipore," replied 
the outlaw } ** I was in the hall of die ca3t)e,^ 
disguised as a harper, frpm the wild aboreft 
of S^anach. My purpof^ wa9 to have 

16 . . 
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pfamged my dirk in the body of the M^- 
Aulay with the Btioody hain]» before whom 
our race trembtesy and to have taken there* 
after what fate God should send me* But 
I Mw Amiot Lyie, even when my hand was 
W on the hilt of my dagger. She touched her 
clairshach to a song of the Children of the 
Mist, which she had learned when her 
dwellktg was amongst us. The woods in 
which we had dwelt pleasantly, rustled their 
gireen leaves in the song, and our streams 
were there with the sound of all their wa* 
ters. My hand forsook the dagger ; the 
fdcmtains^ of mine eyes were opened, and 
tlie hour of revenge passed away. — And 
now, son of Diarnrid, have I not paid the ^ 
rimsom ^ of my head V* 
- *« Ay," replied Murdoch/ ^ if your tale 
be true ; but what proof can you assign for^ 
itr' 

^' Bear witness heaven and^ earth,*^ flix- 
clatmed the outlaw, ** he already looks how 
he tnay atep over his word !^ 

*«Not so,** readied Murdoclrj H^vcry pro-- 
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mise shall be kept to you when I am aa* 
stjxed you have told me the truth. But I 
must speak a few words with your compa- 
nion in captivity." 

•* Fair and false — ever fair and false," 
muttered the prisoner, as he threw himself 
opce more on the floor of his dungeon. 

Meanwhile, Captain Dalgetty^whohad at- 
tended to every word of this dialogue, wa9 
making his own remarks on itin private. 
" What the henker can this sly fellow have 
to say to me ? I have no child, either of my 
own, so far as I know, or of any other per- 
son, to tell him a tale about. But let him 
come on — ^he will have some manoeuvring 
ere he turn the flank of the old soldier." 
Accordingly, as if he had stood pike in 
hand to defend a breach, he waited with 
caution, but without fear, the commence- 
ment of the attack. " You are a citizen of 
the world. Captain Dalgetty," said Mur- 
doch Campbell, ^* and cannot be ignorant, 
of our old Scotch proverb gif-gf^j which 
goes through all nations and all serviceg." 
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** Their I should know something of it,** 
said Dalgetty, ** for, except the Turks, 
there are few powers in Europe whom I 
have not served ; and I have sometimes 
thought of taking a turn either with Beth- 
lem Gabor, or with the Janizaries.'* 

" A man of your experience and unpre- 
judiced ideas, then, will understand me at 
once,'' said Murdoch, " when I say, I mean 
that your freedom shall depend on your 
true and upright answer to a few triflirtg 
■questions respecting the gentlemen you 
have left; their state of preparation ; the 
number of their men, and nature of their 
appointments ; and as much as you chan(ie 
to know about their plan of operations." 

*• Just to satisfy your curiosity,'* said 
Dalgetty, " and without any farther pur- 
pose?' 

" None in the world," replied Murdoch j 
^« what interest should a poor devil like mc 
take in their operations ?" 

*^ Make your interrogations then," said 
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the Captain, ^< and I will answer them pe- 
refnptorie.^ 

'* How many Irish may be on their march 
to join Jam^s Grabame Hie malignant T' 

'< Probably ten thousandt" said Captain 
Dalgetty, 

<* Ten thousand !" replied Murdoch an- 
grily ; ** we know that scarce two thousand 
landed at Ardnamurchan.'' 

** Then you know more about them tbiui 
I dp,'' answered Captain Dalgetty, with 
great composure. *^ I never saw them mu^ 
tered yet, or even under arms,** 

<* And how many men of the clans ^ay 
be expected f^ demanded Murdoch; 

<' As many as the^ can make, ^' replied 
the Captain. 

«* You are answering from the purpose, 
air," said Murdoch : « speak plainly, wUl 
there be five thousand men ?" 

** There and thereabouts,** answered 
Dalgetty, 

<* You are playing with your life, sir, if 
you trifle with me," replied the catechist j 
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«« one whistle of mine, and in less than ten 
minutes your head hangs on the draw- 
bridge/' 

« But to speak candidly, Mr Murdoch,** 
replied the Captain, " do you think it is a 

reasonable thing to ask me after the secrets 

« 

<»f our uritty, attd I engaged to serve for the 
whole eaflspaign P If I taught you how to 
defeat Montrose, what becomes of my pay, 
Aifrears, and chance of booty ?** 

" I tell you,'* said Campbell, « that if 
you be stubborn, your campaign shall begin 
and end in a march to the block at the 
4)a8tle«gate, which standa ready for such 
land-laufers ^ but if you answer my ques. 
tions fhithfully, I will receive you into my 
— iAto the service of M*Callum More.'* 

«* Does the service afford good pay ?*' 
said Captain Dalgetty. 

•* He will double yours, if you will re- 
turn to Montrose and act under his direc- 
rection.** 

<< I wish I had seen you, sir, before ta- 



Ising on with him^" said D^lgetty^ appear- 
ing to meditate. 

" On the contrary, I can afford you moi^ 
advantageous terms now," said the Camp- 
bell ; ** always si^pposing that you ^reiaitl)* 
ful." 

** Faithful, that is, to ypu,, and a traitar 
to Montrose," answered the Captain, ^ 
** Faithful to the cause of religion and 
good order,'^ answered Murdoch, " whicji 
(sanctifies any deception you may employ 
to serve itJ' , 

" And the Marquis of Argylpj-^shouldJL 
incline to enter his service, is he a kind 
master T' demanded Dalgetty. 

" Never man kinder/' qnoth Campbell^ 
^^ And bountiful to his officers iT pursn* 
ed the Captain* 

" The most open band in; Scotland,** rj?- 
plied Murdoch. 

" True and faithful to his engagement3t* 
continued Dalgetty, 

*« As honourable a noblcipai} as bre^tlies^" 
said the clansman. 
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^ ** I never heard so .much good of him 

Before,** said Dalgetty ;' " you must |cnow 

the Marquis well, or rather you must be 

the Marquis himself. Lord of Argyle,'* 

Be added, throwing himself suddenly on 

the disguised nobleman, " 1 arrest you in 

the name of King Charles as a traitor. If* 

you venture to call for assistance, I will 

wrench round youj neck." 

1?he attack which Dalgetty made upori 

Argyle's person was so sudden and unex^ 

pected, that he easily prostrated him on the. 

floor of the dungeon, and held him down 

with one hand, while his right, grasping 

the Marquis's throat, was ready to strangle 

him on the slightest attempt to call for as^ 

aistance. 

•♦ Lord of Argyle,** he said, " it is now 

my turn to lay down the terms of capitu- 
lation. If you list to shew me the private - 
way by which you entered the dangeon, . 
you shall escape, on condition of being my 
locum tenens,.^we SBxdM the Maresch^.^ 

K 2 ' 
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C(rfl€ge» until your warder visits his pri- 
soners. But if not^ I will fi^ strangle ypv 
m^I learned the art from a Polcmiaa hey- 
ducky who had been a slave in the OttOf 
man seraglio— and then sedc out a mode of 
retreat/' 

^* Villain ! you would not murder me for 
my kindness/' murmured Argyle. 

«* Not for your kindness, my Idrd/* re- 
plied Dalgttty } ** but first, to teach your 
lojrdship the Jus gentium towards cayaliert 
who come to you under safe conduct ; and 
secondly, to warn you of the danger of prp^ 
jpo$ing dishonourable terms to ^y woi^tby 
toIdadO) in order to tempt him to become 
false to his standard during the term of hi% 



service.** 



" Spare my life,*^ said. Argyl^y* 'Vand I 
^m do l^Lyou,req^ire»'' 

Da)g«tty miiintaimed hisi gnpe upon ih» 
Ma^qijis's thro^M^ cQnipri£S9iiig it a, li^tla 
v^hile be ask^:questiQn9, and relftxit^g it 
so far a9 to give hii^^t}i« power of Qgm(&i^. 
ingthem. 



•v 



t » Wbew is the anret door into the duii;> 
fg^m ?' he demanded* 

^ Hold up the lantern to the comer on 
yxMir right ihand^ ycni wfll dkcem the iron 
Ubichvcovert^thet apiing^'^ ref^ed the Mar* 
quisk 

«< So *fiar ior|;|ood*-*^Where does the piis- 
fii^e tead to ?" 

** To my ]^vtte afMirtment behind the 
tapestry/^ answered the prostrate nobler 



<* From thence how sfaaii i fMdi the 
girte-ifaj i"* 

^^'Threngh the gpmd gaUe^^ the anti* 
room* the lackeys* wutin^hall, . the gran(£ 
giiard*>room-^^ . . 

*^ Ml crowded with soldiers, &ctibaaries^: 
and ai6tendaiits?^--tfant will ntvei do&cr me, 
sty lOid }«*-)nmiI you no secxet pattiage to^ 
tiM gatt^ as yon have to yow dn^goons ? 
f^liafe seen audi In Qeraniiy^" ' 

*^ There is a passage thsough the chapel/' ' 
said; the Marq^ ^^opetnngirdm tfiy apart^^ 
ment'' 
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M ,^L|i4 what is Ibe ptss^word «t the gste?*' 
*" The sword of Levi," replied the Mfeirir 
i3fi^9 i •* but if you will receive my ple(^ 
q£ honour, I will go with you, escort 7011 
tbrQUgh every guard, and set you at fbtt 
liberty with a passport." 

*• I in ight trust, you, my lpvi'9 were your 
throat not already black with the grasp of 
fiEiyrfiriger^ ^— ^s it is, be$a hs manos A usted^ 
as the Spaniard says;. Yet you iriay grttilt 
me a passport; — are there writing mate^ 

Hais in yowr apartment ?'' 

<< Surely ; and blank passports ready to* 
b? signed. I will attend you there," sielid 
t^e Marquis, *' instantly." 

'< It were too much honour-^ the like 
of me," said Dalgetiy;.< <* your lordship 
i^hall remain under charge of mine 'honest 
Sriepd Ranald MacEagh^ therefore, prithet- 
l^t me drag you within reach of bis chatn.^i«- 
Honest Ran^d, you see <how matters statK^ 
with ut. I shall find the meus, I dotibc 
DQt, of setting you at freedom. Mean timr 
do as you see me do ; clap your hand tbua 



A LSMUD Of U61!ITMSt. lOf 

on the weasand of this high and mighty 
prince, utKler his raff, and if he offer to 
straggle CM* cry out, fail not, my worthy 
Ranald, to sqaeea^ doughtily ^ and if it 
be (mi deUqwum^ Ranald, that is, till he 
swoon, there is no great matter, seeing ht 
designed your gullet and mine to still hard^ 
crusage.** 

^^ If he offer at speech or struggle," said 
Ranald, << he dies by my hand.'* 

** That is right, Ranald — \try spirited — 
a thorough-going friend that understands a 
hint is worth a million/' 

Thus resigning the charge of the Marquis 
to his new confederate, Dalgetty pressed the 
spring, by which the secret door flew open, 
though so well were its hinges piolished and 
oiled, that it made not the slightest noise in 
fevolying* The opposite side of the door 
was secured by very strong bolt and bars, 
beside which hung one or two keys, de* 
signed apparently to undo fetter- locks. A 
Barrow stair- case, ascending up through 
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tiie thickaess of the: c«fltie-paU^ lucted^ m 
the Msu'quis had truljr iafdrmed hioii b«>i» 
lihid the tapestiy of his private apaitm en t» 
Such commmiicHiAiti were firequent ia eld 
feudal ca^es, as tl^ gave the lixA af tber 
for&e»9 like a teeoiid DionyMus^ the^ 
neans of hearing the €<nHfer8atioi]^vof hia 
prisoners, or, if he pleased, of visiltng^ 
Hiem m disguise, an experunent which had 
terminated so unplcftsaiitly' on the presei# 
occasion for GKllespie Gruitia(6b; Halving 
caaasined preiriouidgr whether there "s^tw 
any one in the apartoiMt, and fiadiiig the 
coast clear^ the Captain entered^ and hast^ 
ily possessing himself of a blank paaspcirt,^ 
sefreral of which lay on the table, aad <^ 
Wfitidg mi^erials/ seduring, at the saiKie^ 
time, the Marquis's dagger, aadia silk eotd» 
from the hangii^Si he again dei&cended into 
the tavern, where, liateniBg a momeatal 
tk^ door, he could hear thef half«stifladr 
vioice i^ tl^ Marquis niakit^gceatiproffinA 
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to MAcEsLghr on condition he would suflSar 
him to give an alarm. 

<* Kofc for a forest of deeiv^not for. a 
thousand head of eattle^^ answered tl^ 
free-booter} ^^ not fw all the lands t&ajt 
wer called a son of Diarmid master^ will 
I brea)^ the troth I have plighted, to htm 
of the iron-garment.*' 

<< He (^the iron-garment^" said Dalgett^^ 
entering, <<is boundan unt(^ you, MaeEagb^ 
and this noble lord shall he bounden also^ 
Imt first he must fill up tliis passposet with 
the names of Msypr Dugald Balgetty and 
hi9 guide^ or he is like to haite a passport 
ii|toajQK>ther wQjrld." \ 

: The M^r^uis subscribed, and wrote» by 
t^ light of the dark-lantern, as the solr 
dbs prescribed to him. 

«< And now» Rapald," said Dalgetty, 
" atrip thy upper garment— thy plaid I 
mean* Ranald» and in it will I muffle the 
M^Cajlum More, and make of him» for th« 
time, ajChild of the Mist j— Nay, I must 
biing it over your heacji, my lord, so^ as to 
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secure us against your mistimed clamouir.. 
—So, now he is sufficiently muffled ;— hold 
down your hands, or, by heaven, I will stab 
you to the heart with your own dagger ; 
—nay, you shall be bound with nothing less 
than silk, as your quality deserves.— So 
now he is secure till some one comes to re- 
lieve him. If he ordered us a late dinner, . 
Ranald; he is like to be the sufferer; — at 
whathour, my good Ranald, did the jailor 
usually appear.** 

^ Never till the sun was beneath the ^ 
western wave,** said M*Eagh. 

<* Then, my friend, we shall have three 
hours good," said the cautious Captain. << lA 
the mean time, let us labour for your libe- 
ration,* 

To examine Ranald's chain was the next 
occupation* It was undone by means of 
one of the keys which hung behind the pri- 
vate door, probably deposited there, that 
the Marquis might, if he pleased, dismiss 
a prisoner, or remove him elsewhere with- 
out the necessity of summoning the war-- 

5 
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den. The outlaw stretched his benumbed 
arms, and bounded from, the floor of the 
dungeon in all the extasy of recovered free^ 
dom. 

** Take the livery-coat of that noble pri- 
soner," said Captain Dalgetty ; ** put it on, 
and follow close at my heels." 

The outlaw obeyed. They ascended the 
private stair, having first secured the door 
behind them^ and thus safely reached the 
^artme&t of the Marquis. 
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CHAPTER TL 

This WM tilt entry then, tjlcse itdr»-**biiitrliitfaer after ?. 
Yet be tlwt's sure to perisb on the land 
May quit the nicety of card and compass^ 
Jbid tniit the open sea without a piio& ' 

f^agetfy of Brmna^ak: 

** Look out for the private way thtoogh 
the chapel, Ranald,'' said the Captain, 
** while I give a hasty regard to these mAU 
ters.** 

Thus speaking, he seized with one hand; 
a bundle of Argyle*s most private papers, 
and with Ihe other a purse of gold, both 
of which lay in a drawer of a rich cabinet 
which stood invitingly open. Neither did 
he neglect to possess himself of a sword 
and pistols, with powder* flask and balls, 
which hung in the apartment, ** Intelli-^ 
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gence and booty," said the vfeteran, as he 
pouched the spoils, *' each honourable ca- 
valier should look to the one on his gene- 
ral's behalf, and the other on his own. 
This sword is an Andrew Ferrara, and the 
pistols better than mine own. But a fair 
exchaiige is no robbery. Soldados are not 
to be endaageredi and endangered gratui- 
tously, my Lord of Argyle. — But soft, soft, 
Ranald ; wise Man of the Mist, whttlier art 
thou bound ?" 

It was indeed full time to stop MacEagh's 

proceedings ; for, not finding the private 

, passage readily, and impatient, it would 

seem, of farther delay, he had caught down 

a sword and target, and was about to en- 

, ter the great gallery, with the purpose, 

. doubtless, of fighting his way through all 

opposition. 

" Hold, while you live," whispered Dri- 
getty, laying hold on him. ** We must 
not be perdue if possible. So bar we this 
door, that it may be thought M'Callum 
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More would be private-^and now let me* 
make a reconnoissance for the private pas- 
sage.*' 

By looking behind the tapestry in vari- 
ous places, the Captain at length discover* 
ed a private door^ and behind that a winding 
passage, terminated by another door, which 
doubtless entered the chapel. But what 
was his disagreeable surprise to hear, on the 
other side of this second door, the sonorous 
voice of a divine in the act of preaching, 

*• This made the villain," he said, •* re- 
commend this to us as. a private passage* 
I am strongly tempted to return and cut 
hi9 throat." 

He then opened very gently the door, 
which led into a latticed gallery used by 
^e Marquis himself, the curtains of which 
were drawn, perhaps with the purpose of 
having it supposed that he was engaged in 
attendance upon divine worship, when^ in 
fact, he was absent upon his secular aflkirs. 
There was iio other person in the seat, for. 
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the family of the Marquis, such was the 
high state maintained in those days, sate 
during service in another gallery, [^aced 
somewhat lower than that of the great m aa 
himselfl This being the case, Captain 
Dalgetty ventured to ensconce himself in 
the gallery, of which he carefully secured 
the door. 

Never (although tl>e expression be a bold 
one) was a sermon listened to with more 
impatience, and less edification, on the part 
of one, at least, of the audience. The Cap^ 
tain heard sixteenthhf — seventeenthfy^^ 
dghteentkhfj and to conclude, with a sort 
of feeling like protracted despair. But no 
man can lecture (for the service was called 
a lecture,) for ever, and the discourse was. 
at length closed, the clergyman not failing 
to make a profound bow towards the lat- 
ticed gallery, little suspecting whom he 
honoured by that reverence. To judge 
from the hasie with which they dispersed, 
the domestics of the Marquis were scarce 
more pleased with their late occupation 



than the aioious Captain Dalgettyj in- 
deed, many of them being Htghlandmen, 
had tlie excuse of not understanding a stn* 
gle word which the clergyman spoke, aU 
though tliey gave their attendance oq his 
doctrine by the special order of M^Callum 
More, and would have doi^ so had he been 
a Turkish Imaum. 

But although the congregation dispeif- 
sed thus rapidly, the divine remained be« 
Mnd in the chapel, and^ walking up ami 
down its Gothic precincts, seemed either to 
be meditating on what he had just been de« 
Hvering, or preparing a fresh discourse for 
the next opportunity. Bold as he was, 
Dalgetty hesitated what he ought to do* 
Time, however, pressed, and every mo^ 
Eient increased the chance of their es« 
cape being tliscovered by the jailor visiting 
the dungeon perhaps before his wonted 
time, and discovering the exchange which 
had been made there. At length, whisper- 
ing Ranald, who watched ail his motions^ to 
* follow liim aod preserve his* coutttenanpe^ 
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CS^fKtiuii Bidgetty, witiii a very composed 
air, descended a flight of steps which led 
from the gallery into the body of the cha- 
peL A less expedmced adventurer would 
have endeavoured to pass the worthy cler- 
gyinan rapidly, in hopes to escape unnoti- 
ced« Bnt the Captain, who foresaw the ma- 
nifest danger of failing in sueh an attempt^ 
walked gravely to meet the divine upon his 
walk in the midst of the chancel, and, pull-* 
ing off his cap, iviras aboufc to pass him after 
a formal reverence. But what was his sur- 
mise to view in the preacher the very same 
person with whom he had ^ned ih the cas- 
tle of Ardenvohr. Yet he speedily reco- 
vered his composure ; and ere the clergy- 
gymaa could speak, was the fii^t to addrestf 
him. •« I could not,'* he said, •* leave this 
mansion withmit bequeathing to you, my 
very reverend sir, my humble thanks for 
the homily with which you hsive this even« 
hag favoured us.'* 

•< I did not observe, sir,*' said the clergy- 
man, ** th|tt you were in the ehapd.** 

*^ It pleased the honourable Marquis^** 



sfiid Dalgetty, modestly, << to grace me yfith 
a seat in his own gallery.'* The divine 
bowed low at this intimation, 4cnowing that 
such an honour was only vouchsafed to per- 
sons of very high rank* ** It has been my 
fate, sir," said the Captain, *^ in the sortof. 
wandering life which I have led, to have 
heard different preachers of different reli- 
glons— as for example, Lutheran, Evange^ 
lical. Reformed, CalvinisticeJ^ and so forth, 
but never have I listened to such a homily 
as yours." 

" Call it a lectiu^, worthy sir," said the. 
divine, << such is the vphrase of our 
church." 

•« Lecture, or homily," said Dalgetly, «* it 
was, as the High- Germans say, gan%Jbrtre 
fiich ; and I could not leave this place with- 
out testifying unto you what inward emo^ 
tions I have undergone during your^edif^fing 
prelection ; and how I am touched to the . 
^uick, that 1 should yesterday, during the 
refection, have seemed to infringe on th^. 
respect due to such a person as yourself^" , 

^< .^las ! wy worthy sir," said tb? cltrgfl 



than, ** we meet in this world as in the Val- 
ky of the Shadow of Death, not knowing 
against^hom we may chance to encounter. 
In truth it is no matter of marvel, if we 
sometimes jostle those, to whom, if known, 
we would yield all respect* Surely, sir, I 
wouM Tather have taken you for a profane 
malignant than for such a devout person as 
you prove, who reverences the great Master 
leven in the meanest of his servants.'* 

^ It is always my custom to do so, learn- 
^^d sir,'* answered Dalgetty j «* for in the ser- 
Tice of the immortal Gustavus— but I de-. 
tain you'irom youir meditations"x7-his de- 
sire to speak of the King of Sweden being 
*for once overpowered by the necessity of 
*|iis circumstances. 

" By no m^ns, tny worthy sir," said the 
*^lergyman. ** What was, I pray you, the of- 
'der'of -that great Prince, whose memory is 
^80 dear to every Protestttnt bosom ?* 

^ Sir, the drums beat to prayers motning 
^ndevening, as regularly as for parade; and 
lif 41 soldier passed without saluting the 
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ehapkii), he had an hour's ri^ oh the wood» 
tn mare for his pains. Sir, I nmh you % 
vety good evening— ^I am obliged to'depait 
the ^a^le under M<:^lum Morefs pa» 
pol^» 

^^'Stay oneinstant, sir/' said the pceaefceri 
<» is thei^e motbing i can do to Certify nijr 
respMt for the pupiiof the great Oaertanuii 
^nd 1^0 admirable a judge of ^reacfaiog ?" 

^< Nothing, sir/' said the Gaptain, ** but 
tO'shew me the nearest way to ihe gate—* 
and if you Would have iheldiKineas,'! he adib- 
td with great eflrontefy, <^ to let a servant 
bring my horse with him, the dark gMjr 
gelding-^-call him Grustaviis, 'and ^he- mttl 
prick up his ears--^for Iihnow sot where the 
eastle stables are situated, aad my guide,^ 
he added, looking at Ranald, ^* i^eaks no 
«nglith." : 

'* I hasten to aceommodMe'you,'^ B&id^«he 
clergyman; " your way lies through thst 
jidoiitered pjissage." 

«« Now heaven's bkidog upon yxmr va- 
%ikyT' sttid the Captain to himself ♦'! was 

U 



Hfpii! I ^R^ld Jiwe. Mi: lo CMToh off wUlw 

^ In fikcty MO f^RsctwaKy did tlw chaplain 
u^t himself ia li^ehidf of so esMse^loat a 
j^idge of conpositioQ^ th«A while Dalgttty 
;k?m ]par|jpDg with the cenUo^s at the dmw- 
^(lge» ^e^wing hia^ipMsport, and giTiqg the 
^^fiptGh*wor4» A aervaift brought him bis 
Jbkerse, reMy aaddled for the JQmney. In 
ftBy other place* the Captain suddenly ap- 
jpieariqg at large after having been publicly 
<KMit to f^mosk, might have excited suspicion 
Hiid enquiry } but the officers and domes- 
iifi^4}f the Marquis wefe accuotomed to the 
aiiyateri(ms;policypf their master, and never 
Mffipsed ajight elae than th^^ he had been 
iibefiitod and entrusted wiUi some private 
Qpmmmiim by their master. In this belief, 
sAd having received the parole, they gav^ 
Mfn free passage. 

Dalgetty rode slowly through the town 
.of Inverara, the outlaw attending upon him 
4ike:aJfoot-pag^4t;ImfaiNtM's^ As 

Jhey passed theglM^^ ttue oW? flaan.teoked 
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t>n the bodies and wrung his faatihds. 71& 
look and gesture were momentaiy, but ex- 
pressive of indescribdble anguishi Instant- 
ly recovering himself, Ranald, in passing, 
whispered some\¥hat to one of theienlidefl^ 
who, like Rizpah the daughter of Ainli, 
seemed engaged in watching and mourning 
the victims of feudal justice and cruelty. 
The woman started at his voice, but im» 
mediately collected herself, and returned 
for answer a slight inclination of l9ie beard* 
Dalgetty continued his way out ^f the 
town, uncertain whether he should try «•* 
seize or hire a boat and cross the kke, or 
plunge intq the woods and there conceH 
himself from pursuit In the^rmer e^ent 
be was liable to be insUAitly pur8ued1:iy-tfae 
gallies ef the Manpiis, Which lay ready for 
sailing, their long yard-arms pointing tatifc 
wind, and what hope could he hs^ve in an 
ordinary Highland fishing^boat to eseifie 

m 

from' them? Ifhetnadethektter-cboioe^bis 
chance either of auppcrttnj^ or cobcmIId§ 
himself in those waste and unknown 
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ftesBes was in the highest degree precariousb 
The tawm lay now behind him, yet, what 
band to* toni to for salety he was unable to 
daibirmioe, and began to be seQ3ible» that in 
^scaping i|*oin the dungeon at Inverara, be 
bad only accomptisbed tbe easiest part of a 
difficult task. If retaken^ his fate was now 
MTtain^for the personal injury he hadoflfer- 
ed to a man so powerful and; so vindictive^ 
could be aftoned for only by instant death. 
While he ponder:ed these distressing reflecr 
taoo8» and looked around wil^h a counte- 
nance which plainly expressed indecision; 
iUimld MacEagh suddenly asked him 
,** which way he intended to jpurney ?'* 
y\ ^ And that, honest comsade/' answ-ered 
:]>algetty, ^^ispreceesely the question which 
'X\c^uio| answer you— rtruly I begin to hold 
ikf^ optnipn, Ranald^ that we had better 
have studc.by.the brown loaf and water- 
{litd»er. until Sir Duncan arrived, who, ijf)T 
^is «^ra honour, must have made some fight 

^ Saxoo^" answered MaeE^, ** do Mot 



126 TALES OF MT "LAimixfton 

you regret having excHap^ged the ibiil 
breath ' of yonder dungeon for the free afif 
of heaven. Above all| repent not thdt yo^ 
have served a Son of tfce Mist. P&t yonr^' 
self tinder my guidance^ and I will ifl^rrant 
yoiir isafety with my fiead.** 

"Can you guide me safe through these* 
mountains, and back to the army of Mofi^ 
trose?* said Dalgetty. 

** I can," answered MacEagh; «^ tbefft' 
lives not a man to whom the mountain pass^ 
es, the caverns, the glens, the thickets sfiti 
the corricB are knovm». as they ar€^ to the 
Children of the Miit White ethers eravvii 
on the level ground, by the sid*« of fakes' 
and streams, oufs are the steep hollows of 
the inaccessible mountains, the birthi-pkoof 
of the desert springs. Not all the blbo^d- 
hounds of Argyte can trace the f^stoesses^ 
through which I can guide you.'* ' 

'«< Say'st thou so, honest? Ratiatd 7^ replied! 
Dalgetty } « thcai have on with thte^ ftir^f 
a surety I shall never save the ship hiy rtjr' 
own pilotage;'' 



The outlaw accordingly led tbe wi^ into 
llie wood by which the castie is sarroundf 
ed ibr several iiiiles» walking with so much 
di^atcb as kept Gustavus at a round trot* 
aad taking sudi a nuoiber of cross cats and 
turns^ that Captain Dalgetty speedily lo^t 
aU^idea whve he might be, and all know* 
l«dge of the points of ,tbe compass. 4t 

length, the path, which had graduaUy^ 
become more difficult,, altogethtsr ended 
amoiig tliickets and undefMrood* TN 
soaring. of a torrent was heard in th^ neigh* 
bourhood, the ground becaiite in some 
plaoes hf oken* in others boggy^ and every- 
where unfit for riding. ^ 

^' What the foul fiend,'' said Dolgetiy, 
'^ is to be don^ here i I rarust part with' 
Gustavus, I &ar.'^ 

•* TahCi no care for your horse*." said th^ 
outlaw ; << he shall soon be restored to you." 

Aa he spoke, he whistled in a low tone, 
and a lad, half dressed in tartan, half naked, 
Jhavii^ only his own sha|^ tmir, tied with 
« thoDg of leather, to protecliiis bwd Md 
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face from sun and weather, lean^ and half^ 
starved in aspect, bis wild g»ey eyes $p* 
pearing to fiU up ten times- the proportion 
usually allotted to them in the human fttce^* 
crept out as a wild beast might have dono 
from a thicket of brambles and briM^. 

** Give your horse to the- gillte,"^ said< 
Ranald MacBagh ; ^ your life dqpends^i^ 
on it.*' 

^^ Och ! och !" said the despairing vete^ 
rani << Eheu i as*we used tasay at Mare* 
sdial College^ must I leave Gustavus m 
such grooming ?" 

«« Are you frantic, to lose time thus?* 
said his guide ; <^ do we stand on friend's 
ground, that you should part witlv your 
hoi^se as if he were your brother ? I tell you, 
you shall have him again ; but if 3rou never 
saw the animal, is noi life better than the 
best' colt ever mare foaled T 

^ And that is true too, mine honest 
friend," sighed Dalgetty ; *• yet if you 
knew but the value of Gustavus, and tiie 
thingis we two have done and surcted to«: 
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gejther-rSeey he tun$ back to. look at me ! 
— 4>e kind to hinn my good breechless 
fri€M> aad I will requite you well." So 
9f^iyig» liiid witbal sniffling a little to swaU 
)pw his grief, he turned from the heart* 
rending, spectacle in order to follow his 
guide. 

To follow his guide was no easy matter, 
and soon required more agility than Captain 
Balgetty cpuld master. The very first 
plunge after he had parted from his char- 
ger, carried him, with little assistance from 
a few overhanging, boughs, oc projecting 
roots of trees, eight foot sheer down into 
the course of a torrent, up which the Son 
of the Mist led th^ way. Huge stones, 
over which they scrfunbled, thickets of 
thorn and k»*amble$^ through which they 
had to drag themselves^, rocks which' were 
to be climbed on the one. side with much 
labour and pain, fos the purpose of an 
eq^ually preca];ious d»»ent upon the other ; 
all these,, and many such interruptions, 
were surmounted bjf ^the ligkt-f9o|e4 an4 
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hilf*iiaked moubtetueer with an ease aad 
Velocity wbicb ezeked the surprise aisi 
envy of Captain Dalgefty, who, enciiartier. 
ed by hia bead-fuece^ corsteti and other asr^ 
mour, not to mention bis p(mden>its jack- 
tM>ots^ found bimsetf at length so much ex- 
hausted by fatigue, and the difficulties of 
the road, that he sate down upon a stone 
in order to recover his breath, while bees* 
plained to Ranald MacEagh the di£fereiice 
betwixt travelling estpeditibs and htqpedUw^ 
aa these two military phrases were under- 
stood at Mareschal Qiliegey Aberdeen* 
The sole answer of the niodntaineef was to. 
lay bis hand on the soldier's arm, and poiat 
backward in the direction of the wind. Dai> 
getty could spy notlnng, for evening was 
do^ng fast, aod they were at the bottom of 
a dark ravine.. But he could distinctly hear 
atadistance theauHen toil of a large beH« 

^ That,** said he,. ^^ must be the aJaraS'^— 
the storm-clock, as ttie Germans call itJ^ 

^ it strikes tho hour of your deatii»* «n- 
awered Ruali., ^^ualesa yoa caa accomc 



A ]£QBMD> Oft MfmnMau 

pany me a little fartb». For every toll of 
thtt beU, a brave man has yielded up his 
wul.'' 

^ Tndy> Ranald, my trusty friend »" said 
Dalgetty, <* I will not deny that the case 
laay be soon mine own ; for I am so ftor* 
jfisuchen, {being, as. I explained to yiMi» m* 
pffditus^ for had I been eapet&tHi, I mind not 
pedertrian exercise the flourish of a fife)i 
tiiat I think I bad better ensconce myself in 
Mie of these bushes^ and even lie quiet there 
to abide what foitune God shall send nut^ 
I ttitreat yon,- Ranaldt to. shifl for youraeifi 
. and leave me to my fortune, as the Lion 
0f the North, the immortal Oustai^ns 
Aiolphus, my never^to^bdforgcktten maSt. 
ter, (whom you must soiely have heard oil 
it«Eia)d» though you may have heivd qf no 
€me else), said to fwa$m Albect, Duk« of 
Sax^Lauenburgb, wb«s he was mqitimx 
wounded on the plains of LiAzewL Neither 
^pair akfC^Uier of my safety, Banald, 
eeeing I have bpen in as great pindbes as 
tiHS in Gesmany^-r«s0re especiidijp^ I m» 
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member me, that at the fatal battle of N«iiB» 
gen-^^-^itei? wbidi I ehaoged service^' j ■. 

*Vlf you would save your father's son's 
breath ta help his child out of tr€mble> ii^ 
st»d of wasting it upon the titles o£ Sean- 
daehies/' said'E^nald, who now tiu^nedim*. 
patient of the Captain's loqua<aty, ** gs H 
your feet could travel as fast as your 
tongue, you^ migfat yet lay your head*, on 
an unbloody piUow to- night'* 

^< Something there is tike military* skiU 
in tbatt" implied the Captain, *^ althoi^b 
wantonly and irreverently ^ofcea to an of* 
ficer of rank. But I hold it good to par* 
don such freedoms on a march, in respect 
of the Satumal^ licence mduiged in such 
cases to the troof^ of all nations* And 
now, resume thine office, friend Ranald^ ik 
Tespect I am well-breathed ; or, to be moie 
plain, /jpr<i^,: ^e^tMT,. as we used to say at, 
""Mareschal College." 

Con^r^ending his meaning nthef from 
his moticms than his language, the Soniof the 
Misia^ia led the way, with an nnerr^ 
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psecisioa that looked like instinct, through 
a wriety of ground the most difficult and 
broken that could well be imagined*. Drag-, 
glug along his ponderous boots> encuooiber- 
ed with thigh-pieces» gauntlets, corslet» and 
back-piece, not to mention the buff jerkin 
which he wore under all Ihese arms, talk- 
ing of his former exploits the whole way» 
though Ranald paid not the slightest at* 
tention to him. Captain Dalgetty contri- 
ired to follow his guide a considerable way 
jfiirther, when the deep-mouthed bajdng of 
a hound was heard coming down the wind> 
aa if evening on the scent of its prey.^ ; 

<^ Black hound," said Ranald, ^ whose 
throat never boded good to. a Child of the 
Mist, ill fortime to her who littered thee I 
hast thou akeady found our trace? Bm 
thott art too late, swart hound of darkness^ 
and the deer has gained the herd.'^ 

So saying, he whistled very softly, and 
was aQswered in a tone equally low from 
the. top of a pass,, up which they had foe 
fome time been ascending^ Mending theic 



imce, they fMched tbe topi wiiere ike Biao4 
wblpk Had now rtsea bright and ctear^ ali#^. 
ed' to Dalgetty a parly of ten or twet^e 
Highkndefs, and «bo«t as many wob^ 
and chiyren, by whom Ranald MaeEagb 
was reo^ved with sueh tr^MiftpMta of j^, 
a» made hi» compamon easily semibte 
tliat those by whom be 5i^aa surrounded 
nttst of coarse be Childreii of the Mist 
The place which they occupied well suited 
their name and habits^ It was a beetling 
crag, ronnd which winded a very nanoir 
and broken loot- path, eommanded id tari* 
ous places by tbe position which they held.. 

Ranald spoke anxiously and .hastily to 
the children of his tribe, and the men cam^ 
one by one to shake hands with Di^^etty, 
while the womea<, elamoF^i^ in their giati- 
tnde, pressed ronnd tokisaeven the htfli 
of his garment. 

<^ They plight their faiih to yc^," aaid 
lUuMild Mac£^h» ^< for i^equkal of lh# 
good deed you ha v^ done (q ^e trUielitfa 
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^ Enougii satd» Ranaldi'* amwettd the 
seMier^*' enough 8aid--4eU them I lov^ 
not this shaking of tiands^— it ccmfiifles ranki 
add degrees in military service ; and as to 
kissing of gauntlets, puldrons^ and tfaelike^ 
I remember that the immortal Gustams, as 
he rode through the streets of Nuremberg 
being thus worshipped by the popufaee, 
(being doubtless far mete worthy of it than 
a poor though honourable cavalier like my^ 
self,) did say unto them» in the way ofre* 
buke, * If you idolise me thus like a god, 
who shall insure you that the vengeance of 
Heaven will not soon {ifrove me to be a mof^ 
tal ?'•— And so here, i suppose you intend 
Uy make a stand against your followers^ 
Ranald-'-ro/d a Dios, as the Spaniard says 
— a very pretty position — as pretty a posi^ 
tiott for a small peloton of men as I have 
seen in my service— no enemy can com0 
towards it by the road without being at the 
mercy of cannon and musket. — But then, 
Ranald, my trusty comrade, you Have n6 
cai\non, I dare to aver, and I do not set 
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diat any Df thene fellows hanre omak^ 
either^ So* with what artillery you propose 
making good the paps, before you coioo to 
hasd blows, truly, Ranald, it passeth my. 
apprehension." 

<< With the weapons and with the coo* 
sage of pur fathers," said MacEagh, and 
made the Captain observe, that the men of 
his party were armed with bows and ar^ 
rows. 

** Bows and arrows Y* exclaimed Dalget- 
ty ;> " ha ! ha ! ha ! have we Robin Hood 
and Little John back again ? — Bows an4 
arrows ! why, ther sight has not been seen 
in civilized war for au hundred years. Bowt 
and arrows! and why not with weavers^, 
beams, as in the days of Goliah ? That Da-> 
gald Dalgetty, of Drumthwacket, should 
Uve to see men fight with bows and arrows I 
—The immortal Gustavus would never 
have believed it — nor Wallenstein — ^nor 
Butler— nor old Tilly.— Well, Ranald, a 
cat can have but its claws — since bows and 
arirows are the word, e'en let us make the 
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besfc of it — Qnly, as^I do not understand 
tbescope and range of such old-faslnoiied 
atttllefy, you must make the best disposi- 
tion you can. out of your own head ; for my 
taking:. the command, wHilk I would have 
gladly d«ne had;, you* been to 6ght with 
any christian weapons, is out of the qiies* 
tion when you are to combat like quivered 
Numidians. I will, however, play my part 
with my pistols in the approaching mellay, 
in sespesct my carabine unhappily remains 
at Gustavus's saddle. — My service and 
thanks to you," he continued, addressing a 
mountaineer who offered him a bow ; '^ Du- 
gald Dalgetty may say of himself,^ as he 
learned at Mareschal College^ 

Non'eget Mauri jaculis, neque^arcu^ 
Nee venenatis gravida sagittis 

Fusee, pharetra ; 

whilk Js to say-—*" 

Ranald MacEagh a^second time imposed 
silence on> the talkative commander as be- 
fore, by pulling hi? slc^ve^. and pointing 



down the pass. The bay of the blood«^ 
homid was row approacMiig nearw and 
nearer, and they could heai the voices of 
several persons who accompanied the anjU 
roal, and hallooed to each otiief as they 
dispersed occasioi)ally» either in the hurry 
of their advance* or in order to sewrch more 
accurately the thickets as they oame al^ng^ 
They were obviously drawing nearer and 
nearer every momenta Mac£agh» in the 
mean time* proposed to Captain Ddlgetty 
to disencumber himself of bis armoury and 
ga;ve him to understand that the women 
should transport it to a place of safety^ 

<* I crave your pardon, sir/' said Dalgelr 
ty, << such is not the rule of our foreign ser*^ 
vice; in respect I remember the regiment 
of Finland cuirassiers reprimanded, and 
their kettle-drums taken from them by the 
immortal Gustavus, because they had assiv 
med the permission to march, without their 
eordets» and to kave them witii the bag- 
gage. Neither did they sU^ikekettiedmatf 
•gain ati the heiHl of that §mnowi r^imeMt 
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utittt they bthaved titeimehrw sa notably 
8t thb feM of Leipsie s a leasoii whilk k' 
not to be Ibpgdtteti, any mope than that ex^^ 
dkliiMibB ofthe immortal Gustevos, ^ Now^ 
AM I know if my officers- loi^a me by their 
putting on ^hair armour) aiace if my ofllcenr 
are stain, who shall lead my soldiers ufito^ 
net^yi" Nevertheless, friend Ranald, tiss' 
fs withdut preside to my^bmg rid of 
these somewhat heavy boots, providing I 
can obtain any other succedatleum ; f or I 
presume not to say that my bare ^ofes are 
ffan^foul so iOL M eMtH% the dints' waf 
tfaohiis at seems- to be the ease with yotir 
ftttowers.** 

^ To rid tlie Cisiptatn of his cnmbroue 
gr^v^s, and case his feet in a pair oF 
brogues made out of deer-skin, which 9i 
ifigbhinder stvtpped off fov his accomme^' 
•daiton, was the work of a teinute, and DaU 
g#tlyleund himself much^ lightened by the' 
excbimge. He was ts^ %he nict of recon^ 
flKending toSaUald MacEisgb, to s«nd two^ 
«r4h«0e eifliis^lbltow^i^a^^littiie lower tore^' 
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coonoitre the pass^ aod at the same timfy 
somewhat to i^ztend his front, placing two** 
detached archers at each flank by way of 
posts of observation, when the near cry of 
the homid apprized them that tb$ pursuers 
were at the bottom of the pass. AIl.wi»* 
t[ieadead silence, for, loquacious as he was 
on other occasions. Captain Dalgietty knew 
well the ne^ssity of ap ambush keeping. 
itself under covert. 

The i^oon gleamed an the^ broke^n path^ 
wayi and on the projecting cli£b oi rock« 
round which it winded, its light intercepted 
)^re Bnd there by the brandies of bushes 
and dwarf trees, which finding nourxshmdnt 
in the pre vices of the rocks, in some places 
overshad^d the. brow and ledge of the pi^ci- 
picie* Below, a thick copse- wood lay iUi 

■M 

deep 4nd dark shadow, somewhat repeiiH 
bling the billows of a half-seen ocean. FrMl* 
the bosom of that darkneas, and close to^ 
the bottom of the precipice, the houii^ 
was heard at intervals- baying feasfullyii 
«{|}(94s . which weif redoitt^ by^ tlift 
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echoes of the woods and rockd arotind. At 

Jntenrals, these sunk into deep silence, in- 

-terrupted onfy by the plashing noise of 'a 

small runnel of watev which partly fell from 

the rock, partly found a more silent passage 

^to the bottom along its projecting surface. 

Voices of men were also heard m stifled 

converse below ; it seemed as if the pursn- 

^s had not discovered the narrow path 

-which led to the top of the rock, or that, 

tliaving di»!Overed it, the peril of the ascent, 

3<mied to the imperfect light, and the uii- 

eertainty whether it might not be defended, 

Aade them hesitate to attempt it. 

' ' At length a shadowy figure was seen, which 

raised itself up from the abyss of darkness 

ibelow, and, emerging into the pale nK>oii* 

iigbt, began cautiously and slowly to a^end ' 

the rocky path. The outline was so dis« 

tinctly marked, that Captain Dalgetty could 

discover not only the person of the High- 

-kuider, but the long gun which he t^arried 

JQ his hand, and the plume of featheri 

4i4iich decorated his bonnet. <^ Tausend 
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teifleu ! ikailAosM say scs "ittd so Hfedito 
.be near my latter endi^^ejacttlated the Gap* 
'. tain, but under hts breath, ^ what wit be- 
come of US, now th^ have brought mns* 
quetry to encoualer our archers 7" 

But just as the pursuer had attained at 
;pjffOJecting piece of rock about half-way op 
the ascent, and, pausing, made a signal fer 
those who were still at the bottom to follow 
hnn, an arrow whistled from the bow t>f one 
of the Children of the Mist, andtransfiMtf^ 
Jiim with so fatal a wound, that without a 
single effort to save himself, he lost his ba« 
lance, and fell headlong from the cliff im 
which he stood into the darkness below. 
The crash of the boughs which received 
him, and the heavy sound of his fall ftwk 
thence to the ground, was followed 1^ a cry 
of horror and surprise, which burst fpoti 
his followers. The Children of the MtM^ 
encouraged in proportion to the alarm this 
first success had caused among the pursue 
;^s, echoed back the clamour with a loud 
.and shrill yell of exultation, and, ^Iiei^ilig 
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theotfelses qu the brow of. the {»rectjpiee» 
frith wild ciJM and viiididive .geatiuresi 
aodfavMifod to ioapteM oo their, enemies a 
seue jU ooce of ibeir couragep their oum? 
bersy and their state of defence. Sven 
Gaf>tatn Dd^^ty's military prudence 4id 
notpreveiU Ids risiog up and calling out to 
ftaoald more loud than prudence warrant? 
edy '' CaraQCfh comrade^ as the Spaniard 
sarys ! The Umg bow for ever ! Iq my poo? 
qpfffohenston now> were you to order a file 

to^advance and take position '* 

*< .The Sassenach l" cried a voiice from be? 
nsatiit ^ mark the Sassenach sidier ! I see the 
glitter of his breast-plate." At the same time 
tlme.muskete were discharged ; .and while 
fHiA;bail rattledi^ainst the cori»let, of proofs 
to the streog&of which.our valiantCaptain 
badbeen more than once indebtedforhislife^ 
«K>|Jier penetmted .the armour which co- 
¥eced4he front of his left thigh» and stretch- 
^ him on the. ground. Kanal4 ipstaatly 
Mized htm. in hia»ms and bore him back 
from the edge of the precipice* while he 



114 TiLU w MT hik»m*ma.. 

doWieiijr ejacidfttedy ""« I aWay^ told^th^to 
moMid <Gu8tavus, Wallenstein, Tilly^ and 
odiper men of the sword, thaUin mypow 
mind, taslets ought to be made nusket^ 
proof." V 

With two or three earnest words in Gt<^ 
liCt MacEagh commended th« wouttdod 
man to the charge of the females, who 
were in the rear of his little party, akid was 
then about to return to the contest. But 
Dalgetty detained • him, grasping a firm 
hold of his plaid'—*' I know ncit how tkii. 
matter may ^nd — ^but I request you will in- 
form Montrose, tiiat I died like a follower 
of the imntortai'Gustavus---4md I pray yoi^ 
take heed how you quit yojdr present 
strength, even for^the purpose of pursuktg 
tlie enemy, if you gain any advastagi^-^ 
aod-^-^d"-— — - 

jiare Dalgetty's breadi and eye-sight bo-^ 
gan ic f»l him throu^ loss of blood, and 
MacEagh, availing himself of this circum- 
stance, extricated from his grasp the end 
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of bis own tnantiei and 8ubii6t«ited that of a 
female, by \7bioh the Captain held stoutly, 
thtreby sectiring, as he eonceivedy the out- 
law's attention to the military instructionB 
which he continued to pour forth while he 
bad any breath to utter them, though they 
became gradually more and more incoherent 
-^** and, comrade, you will be sure to keep 
your musqueteers in advance of your atand 
of pikes, Lochaber-axes, and two handed 
swords — Stand fast, dragoons, on the left 
flank! — where wasi?— Aye, and, Ranald, if 
ye be minded to retreat,' leave some light- 
ed matches burning on thebranches of the 
trees— it shews as if they were • lined with 
shot— but I forget— ye have no match- 
locks nor habergeons— only bows and ar» 
rows^ — ^bows and arrows I ha ! ha ! ha !'* 

Here the Captain sunk back in an exhaust* 
ed <:ondition, altogether unable to resist the 
sense of the ludicrous with the idea of these 
ancient weapons of war. 1 1 was a long time 
ere he recovered his senses ; and in the 

VOL. IV, G 
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mean time, we leave him in the pare at the 
Daughters of the Mist ; nurses as kind and 
attentive in reaUty, as they ^i^ere vild and 
uncouth in outward appearance* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Bat if no Pithless action stain 

Tby trae and eonstant word, 
rU make thee fiuBo« bjr mjr pea. 

And glorious by my sword. 

Ill serve thee in Mich noble ways 

As ne'er were known before ; 
I'll deck and crown thy head with bays. 

And k>Te thee more and more. 

MoKTEoai^'s Lines. 

We must now leavcy with whatever re- 
grety the valiant Captain Dalgettj to reco- 
ver of his wounds, or otherwise, as fate shall 
determine, in order briefly to trace the mi- 
litary operations of Montrose, worthy as 
they are <^ a more important pftgc^* and a 
better historian. By the asststancfe of the 
chieftains whom we have cfommemorated, 
and more especially by the junction of the 
Murrays, Stewarts, and other clans of Atbol, 
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vfhich ^ere peculiarly zealous in the royal 
cause, he soon assembled an army of two or 
three thousand Highlanders, to whom he^ 
Successfully united the Irish under Colkit- 
to. This last leader, who, to the great embar* 
rassment of Milton's commentators^ is com* 
memorated in one of that great poet's son- 
nets,* was properly named Alister, or Al. 

-' 

— — ^— ■— *— — ^^-i' ■■ I I ■ t " i ■ > ■! ••^mm^^mmmm 

* Milton's book, entitled Tetrachor4on^ bad been ridi*- 
culed) it would seem, by the divines assembled at West- 
minster, and others^ on aceount of the hardness of the 
title ; and Milton in his sonnet retaliates upon the bar- 
barous Scottish names which the Civil War had made 
familiar to English ears : — 

■ I I why Is it harder, eirs^ tli(\o Gordoft^ 

Colkitto, or McDonald, or GaJlasp, 
These rugged names to aur like mouths grow sleeky 
That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp. 

*' We may suppose/^ says Bishop Newton, "that these 
were persons of note among the Scotch ministers^ who 
were^r presaing and efi^rcing l^e covenant ;" whereas 
Milton qnly inteikb tQ ridicule the b9tiiHLTkm of ScotlWii 
names in general^ and (ijuotes, indiscriminately> that of 
. Gillespie one of the Apostles of the Covenant, and 
those of Colkitto and M'Donnel^ (both belonging to one 
i»ei*«on) one of^its bitterest enemies 
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€xander McDonnell, by birth a Scottish 
IsIesmaD, and related to the Earl of An^^ 
4rim, to whose patronage he owed the 
command assigned to him in the Irish 
troops* In many irespectk he merited 
this dktmction* He was brave to intre^ 
pidityt ftnd almost to insensibility ; very 
strong and active in person) complete^ 
master of his weapons, and always ready to 
shew the example in the extremity of dan* 
ger« To counterbalance these good qua- 
iities» it must be recorded that he was inex- 
perienced in military tactics, and of a jealous 
and presumptuous disposition, which often 
lost to Montrose the fruits of Colkitto^s gaU 
kintry* Yet such Is the predominance of 
outward personal qualities ir\ the eyes of a 
wild people^ that the feats of strength and . 
tomrage shewn by this champion, ^em to 
^«ve made a stronger impression upon the 
minds of the Highlanders, tbato the military 
skill and chivalrous spirit of the great Mar« 
^uisof Montrose. Numerous tra^Iitions are 
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still preserved in the Highlaod gleas ton^ 
cerniDg Alister M^Donnelt though the 
name of Montrose is rarely mentioned 
among tfaem. 

The point upon which Montrose fimdijT 
assembled his little anny, was in Strath* 
earn, on the verge of the Highlands of 
Fferthshirey so as to menace the principsd 
town of that county. 

His enemies were not unprepared for his 
reception. Argyle, at the head of hh 
Highlanders^ was dogging the steps of the 
Irish from the west to the east» and by fbrce^ 
fear, or influence, had collected an army 
nearly sufficient to have given battle to that 
under Montrose. The Low Countries were 
also prepared, for reasons which we assign^ 
ed at the beginning of this tale. A body 
of six thousand infantry, and six or seven 
thousand cavalry, which profanely assumed 
the title of God's army, had been hastily 
assembled from the shires of Fife, Angus, 
Perth, Stirling, and the neighbouring coiun- 
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tiM. A miich less force in former times^ 
ii»y eveo in the preceding reign, would 
luive be€a suffideitt to have secured the 
Low Countries against a more formidable 
descent of Highlanders^ than those united 
under Montrose ; but times had changed 
strangely within -the last half century. 
Before that period, the Lowlanders were as 
constantly engaged in war as the mountaioh 
aerst and were incomparably better disci- 
iplined apd armed. The favourite Scottish 
ocda of battle somewhat resembled the 
Maqedoaian phalanx. Their in&ntry form* 
€4 a compact body, armed with long spears, 
impenetrable even to the men»at-arms of the 
4ige» though well mounted, and arrayed in 
tOQiplete progd It may easily be conceivedi 
therefore, that th^ir ranks could not be 
broken by the disorderly charge of infantry 
armed only witk swords, aad ill iurnuhed 
.with mussile weapons, and having no artil- 
lery whatever. This habit of fight was in 
a great measure changed by the introduc 
tion of musqu^ts into the Scottish Lowland 






iservice> which not being as j at cdfiabiatui 
%v'ith the bayonet, was a formidable weapM 
iSki u distance, but gave no assurattce agaiimi 
the enemy who rushetl on to close' quarterns* 
T&0 pike, kdeedi waa not whoUy diaiaaed ia 
the Soottij^ arcny i but it was no lo&gtr 
the favourite weapon, nor was it relied up^ 
on as formerly by those in whose hahda 
it was placed, in so much that Daniel Lii{u 
ton, a tactician of the day, has writta^ a 
book expressly upon the superiority of t)^ 
masquet This change commenced aaear^ 
ly as the wars of Gustavus and Adolphtt^ 
whose marches were made with such rajpt«> 
dity, that the pike was very soon thrown 
aside and exchanged fw fire^Eurms* Adr* 
cumstance which necessarily accompanied 
this change* «i well as the eatabiisluimnt 
Df standing armiesi whereby war becama 
a trade, was the introduction of a laba« 
-rious and complicated t^tem of diseipiiM^ 
. combining a variety of worda of oomvMad 
with corresponding operajtioas and ma^ 
. nceavresi the neglect of any one .of wlikh 



▲ l^ECmiD OF MONTAOAE* 15S* 

^nts sure to thvow the whole into confusion. 
War, therefore, as practised among most. 
nations of Earope, had assumed much more 
ttoo formerly the character of a professioa 
m mjTster}', to which previous practice and 
eupwience were indispensible requisites*. 
Such was the natural consequence of stand*. 
iiig^atmiesy which, had almost everywhere,, 
and pattiealarly in jthe long German wars» 
sttpeiseded, what may bye called the natural 
dis6i{riiQe of the leudalmiUti^. 

The Scotch Lowland militia, therefore,^ 
ililioiired under a double disadvantage when 
opposed to Highlanders. They were di^ 
vested of the spear, a weapon which, in the 
:bands of their ancestor^, <had so often r^ 
^led the impetuous assaults of the moun^ 
tatoeeis; and they were subjected to a new 
md complicated species of discipline, well 
adapted, perbapi, ta the use of regular 
troops, wha^coald be rendered completely 
masters of it, hat tending only to confuse 
the ranks of citizen- soldiers, by whom it 
was rarely practised, and imperfectly uur 

6 8 
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dierstood. Sa muck has beea dmie io. wt 
own time in bringiiig back t tactics to tfaeiff. 
first priitcipteSf and in gettii^ rid of tb#. 
pedantiy of war^ tliat it is easy for us Uk 
estimate the disadvantages under whidi a^ 
half- trained militia laboured^ who weie; 
taught to consider success as dapwidtai^ 
upon their exercising with precision a sys- 
tem of tactics, which they probiybly pn^ 
so far comprehended as to find out when: 
they were wrong, but without the power q£ 
getting right again. Neither can it be de- 
nied» that, in the material points of militai^ 
habit and warlike spirit, the Lowianders of 
the seventeenth centmy had sunk far be» 
neath their Highland countfymen. 

From the earliest period down to th« 
union of the crowns, the whole )dngdom^ 
of Scotland, Lowlands as well as Hif^ 
lands, had been the constant scene of wto^ 

• 

foreign and domestic ; and there was pao^ 
bably scarce one of its hardy infas^itan^ 
between the age of sixteen and sixty, wha 
was not as willing in point of iaot, as be 

8 
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Was literally bound m law; to assume a:rnt» 
at the firsrt call of his Kege lord, or of a 
royal proclamatioB. The law remained' 
Iftie same in sixteen hundred and forty-ftre 
as a hundred years befere^ l^ut the race o^ 
iSiose subjected to it had been bredf up un* 
der very different feelings. They had siUf 
in quiet under their vine aiKl under tSieit^ 
fig-tree, and a call to battle involved a^ 
change of Kfb as new as it was disagree- 
able. Such of them, also, who lived new^ 
unto the Highlands, were in continual and 
disadvantageoiB contact with the restlesn^ 
rnbabitants of those mountains, by whom 
fheir cattle were driven off, their dwellings 
plundered, and their persons insulted, and 
who had' acquired* over them thai sort o£ 
superiority arising from a Constant system; 
of aggression. The Lowlanders^ who terji 
more remote and out of reach of thos^ deu 
predations» were {nfitienced • by the exag- 
gerated reports circulated concerning the 
Highkmders, whom, as totalfy dfflering in 
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laws^ laogqage^ and dress, they were in- 
duced to regard as a nation of siivages^ 
equally void of fear and of humanity, 
Ttese various prepossessiofis^ joined to 
tjbe less warlike hi^its of the Ldwiand- 
ers^ and thdr imperfect knowiiedge of the 
qpw and compUpated sj^slem of discipline 
for which they had exchanged tbeir natu- 
ral mode of fighting, placed them at g^eat 
disadvantage when opposed to the High-s 
lander in the field of battle* The moun« 
taineers, cm the contrary, with the arms 
and courage of their father^ possessed also 
their simple and natural system ^f tactics^ 
and bore down with the fultest confidence 
upon an enemy, to whom anything ik^ 
had been taught of discipline was, like 
Saul's armour upon Davidr a hindfiance 
rather than an help, »* b^cftfis^ i^ k^d, 
not proved it** v ■ rf » 

It was with such disjadvantages on the 
one side^ and such advantages on the^tl^er 
to counterbalance the dtffiHrence of wpe^ ^ 
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rior numbers and ifce presence of artil- 
lery' and caTalry, that Montrose encouji- 
tesed the army of Lord Elcho upon the 
field of. Tippermnir/ The presbyterian 
clergy 4iad not been wanting in tbeir ef- 
^rts to reiase the spirit of their fbUowers ; \ 
and one of them» ^who jiaiangued the trq^s 
OQ the very day of battle, hesitated not to • 
say»'that even God spoke by hia mouth, 
and he promised .them* in his name^ that 
day a great and assured victory^ The ca* 
valry and artillery were also reckoned sure 
warrants of success^ as the- novelty of thpir 
attack had apon former occasions been very 
discouraging to HigUaiiders. The plac^ of 
meeting was an open^ heath, and the ground 
affi>rded liMle ladvantage to either party, 
etcept that it allowed tthe horse of the Co- 
venanters to act with effect. 

A battle, upoti which so much depend* 
ed, was nevier more : easily decidect. The 
Lowland cavalry made the appearance of 
charging; but, wketbe^ thrown Jn(;o di3or-^ 
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der by the fire of musketry, of ileterr6di>y 
a disaffection to the servaee ntd to have 
prevailed among' the gentlemen^ they Ataie^ 
na inipres^on whatever^ and recoiled In 
disorder from ranks which had neilher 
bayonets nor pikes to protect them* Mimt^ 
rode saw, and instantly availed hknself oi 
ll»s advantage. Ifo ordered Us whoir 
army to charge, which they perforiMdfwitlft: 
Ae wikl and desperate valour peculkr t& 
tibe Highlanders. One office of 1^ Cove«* 
nanters alone, trained in the Italian wan, 
made a desperate defenee upon the riglitr 
wing, ki every other pmnt their line was; 
penetrated at the fitst onset $ and- tUs adi> 
vantage once obtained, the Lowland^ra 
were utterly unable to contendl at cldae 
quarters with their more agile and aihletie 
enemies. Many were slain on the field, 
and such a number in the pursuit, that 
above one- third erf the Covenanters wete 
reported to have fallen,, in which nuniber,. 
however, must he com^puted a great many 
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fat brngtneswho brdie their wind in tlie 
ffil^U iPd thus died vitbout stroke of 
s^Mfd«^ 

The ?ictoc» ollbined possession of Perdi» 
and obttuned considenhle sums of moiieyy 
M wdl as ample supplies of! arms< and am* 
nnintlMii, But these advantages were to 
be balanced agaiMt an almost insurmount* 
able ineoarenienee that uniformly attended 
a Highland wmy. The clana could be in no 
respect induced- ti^ consider ^mselves as^ 
regttlhr seldiersj or to act as.siich; Even so> 
late as the year 1740-4^ when< the Chevaftier 
Gharles Edward, by way ef making an ex- 
ampte^ cauaed shoot a soldier for desertion, 
the Highlanders^ v^ composed his arrny^ 
were aShcted as much by ipdignatkAi as by 
fear^ They eeuld net conceive any pria. 



* We cbnse to ^uo^ eur anthority for a fact sd 
nngular:-^'^ A ipcoal maoy burgessea were killed—- 
twenty-£ye householders in St Andrews— many were 
bursten in the flighty and died without stroke." — See 
Baillis^s Letters, vd, Ih page yz. 
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dfie of justice upoii which a man's lifi& 
otuld be taken, for, merefy^ gotx^; i)Qme( 
when it did not suit him to remain longer . 
with the army* Su€h had bemi the uni- 
' form practice of their fathers. When ,%- 
battle was over, the campaign-wiis» in their ; 
opinion, ended ; if it was lost^ they.stiiMgkit 
safety in their mountains*— if wod, ;thQF rf» 
turned, there to secure their boaty« At; 
other seasons they bad their cattle to loilk^ 
after, their harvests ito sow or neap^ with<* / 
out which their families woutd shave pe- 
rished for want. Ii^ either caa6» thete* 
was an end of. their services for the tim^i; 
and tliough they were easily enough re^.; 
called by the prospect oi fre^h adveOrr 
.tures and more plunder,, yet: the qppor)^ 
nity of success was, in ,the,ii]ieantin)e, lostji 
^and could not afterwards be recoveced* 
This circumstance serves to idiew, even 1£ 
history had not made us acqpiainted with 
the same fact, that the Highlanders had 
never been accustomed to make war with 
ihe view of permanent conquest, but. only . 
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with- the hope of deriving temporary ad* 
vantage, ft also eiscplairts the reason why 
Montrose, with all his splendid successes, 
liever obtained any secure or permanent 
^Mtiug in tiie Low Countries, and why 
even thoae Lowland noUetnen and gentle* 
nmkmko were inclined to the royal cause 
skeve^ diffidence wid rekictance to join an 
ar«ay of a character so desultory and in^ 
gokr, as might I6ad them at all times to 
apprehend that the Highlanders, securing 
themselves by a retreat to their mountaitisi 
wontd leave whatever Lowlanders might 
have joined them to die mercy of an o& 
fraded and predominant enemy« The same 
consideration will serve to account for the 
swMeii marches whidi Montmse.was ob- 
liiged io undertalce, in order to lecruit his 
amty in the mountains, and for the rapid 
changes of Iwtnne, by which we often find 
inei obliged to retreat from before those 
enemies over whom he had recently been 
victorious. If there should be any who 
read these taleji for any further purpose 



than that of knmedlate amusemeat, tkay 
will find these remarks not unworthy o| 
their recollection* 

It was owing to such causes^ the slack** 
n9s» o£the.!Lowland loyal^ta and this temt 
porarj desi^tion of his Highland fidlowerst^ 
^at Montrose found himself, even aUter the 
idcisive victory of Tippermuit, in no coi^ 
dition to face the second army with wbid^ 
Argyle advanced upon him from the .wdst^ 
ward. In this emei^ncy, supplying byi 
wlocity the want of s^ength, he moved 
siiddeiriy from Berth to Dundee, and bai^g 
nfueed reception into^that town, fell north- 
wafd tipon. Abet deea, where he expected 
to be jdioed by the Goudonn and otfae^ 
loyalists. But the zeal of these gentiemen 
wasi for the time, effectually tuj^lied by a 
targe body of Covenanters, coqimanded by 
the Lord Burldgh, and suppoSed. to amount 
to three thousand men. Thesd Montrose 
boldly attacked with half their number* 
The battle was fought under the walls of 
tile city, and the resolute valour of ,|t(fent- 
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rose's firflowera was again succeMfol i^ost 
every disadvantage. 

But it was the &te of this great coMb 
mander always to gain the gloiy, bat seU 
dom the ihuts of viGtory. He bad scarce* 
ly tiine to repose bis small army in Abei^ 
deen ere be found, on the one hand, thM 
the Gordons were likely to be deterred 
from joining him, by the reasons we have 
mentioned, with some others peculiar t6 
their chief, the Marquis of'Huntly. Oft 
the other handi Argyle, whose forces had 
been augmented by those of Several IjOW^ 
land noblemen, ad vtoced towards Montrose 
at the head of an army much larger than 
he had yet liad to cope with. These troops 
moved, indeed, with slowness, correspond- 
ing to th6 cautious character of their com^ 
mander ; but that verjr caution rendered 
Argyle's approach fbrmidable, since hh^ 
very advance implied, that he was at the 
head of an army irresistibly superior. 

Hiere remained one mode of retreat open 
to Montrose, and he adopted it. He threw 
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bifoself into the. dSighlands, wliere he ccmld 

set pursuit at defiance,, and where lie was 

sure, in every glen^ to recover those re- 

Ctyits who bad le^his standard to deposit 

their booty iii tKeir native faitnessAs* II 

wts.^ua thai 4he siogutar character of iho 

MitQ^ wlitoiv Moiitroie cOmiBandedt wk^^ 

on. the one hand^ it rendered his vietery 

in son»e df^gree n^^tory^ enabled himi on 

Uie;Other» under the most disadvantageous 

dscum$tances» to.^cui^ hia retreat, recmil 

his foreeSt and Dender himself nHore fornit^ 

^(ab]e than ever to the enemy bei<^e whom 

he had lately been unable to make a standi 

Upon the present occasion he threw him^ 

sell into Badenocb, and rapidly traveling 

Ihat d^rict, , as well as the neighbouring 

country of Atboll, he alarmed the Cove^ 

nantei^s^ by successive attacks upon various 

imes^pecJted points, and spread such geae* 

ral dismay^ that repeated orders were di^ 

patched by the Parliament to Aiigyle» theit 

commander, to engage and disperse ftCoQ'* 

Ixose at $tU rates^ 
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ThosQ commaody from Us superiors 
neither suited the haughty spirity nor the 
temporising and cautious policy, of the no-' 
l>]eoDan to whom they were addressed. He 
paid, ' accordingly, no regard to them, but 
limited his efforts to intrigues dmong Mon* 
trose's few Lowland followers, many oi 
whom had beQome disgusted with the pro- 
ject of a Highland campaign, which ex* 
posed their persons to intolenlble fatigue^ 
fi^ left their estates at the CoV#iiimters' 
mercy. Accordingly, several of them left 
Montrose's camp at this period. He was 
joined, however, by a body of forces of 
more congenial i^irit, and far better adapt- 
ed to the situation in which he found him- 
self. This reinforcement consisted of a 
large body of Highlanders, wh(Hn Colkit- 
to, dispatched for that purpose, had levied 
in Argyleshire. Among tlie most distin- 
guished was John of Moidart, called the 
Captain of Clan Ranald, with the Steuarts 
of Alptn, the Clan Gregor, the Clan M*- 
Niib, and other tribes of inferior distinc-* 
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tiem. By these meatis, Montrose's army was 
90 fonoidably inoreased^ tlmt Argyle cared 
DO longer to remaifi in the command of 
that opposed to him, but retnmed to Edin- 
burgh, and there threw up his commts* 
sion, under pretence that his army was not 
supplied with reinforcements and proTi- 
siom in the manner in whieh they ought 
to have been. Fwm thence the Marquis 
returned to Inverara, there, in full security, 
to govern his feudal vassals, and patriarchal 
followers, and to repose himself in safety 
on the faith of the Clan proverb already 
quoted—^' It is a far cry to Lochow.*' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Sach mountaias «teepi svdh enggy hflls 

Hu aspfr^oD one flUe ininbsej 
The other side, great griedy gills 

Did fence with fenny mire and mots* 

• 

W^» iviien the Ewd mimimo^ 

He council craved of captains ally 
Who bade set forth wkh mournful mooc^ 

And take sudi fortune as would ML 

Fhdden Field, on Andent Poemi 



MoHTftosE had bow a splendid career 
before him, provided he could obtain ihe 
. consent of his gallant, but desultory troop% 
md their iodependant chii^Uins* The 
Low Countries lay open before him with* 
out an army adequate to check his caretf, 
for Afgyle^ fdllowers had left the Cove* 
Santera' host, when, their master threw up 
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his commission; and many other troop§, ti*'' 
red of the war, had taken the same oppor- 
tunity to disbapd themselves. By descend- 
ing Strath-Tay, therefore, onfe of the most i 
convenient passes from the Highlands^ , 
Montrose had only to present himself in 
the Low Countries, in order to rouse the 
slumbering spirit of chivalry and of loyal- 
ty which animated the genttemen to the 
. north of the Forth. The possession of these - 
countries, with or without a victory, would 
put him in poiwsskm of a wealthy aild fer- 
tile part of the kingdom,^ wbuld qnable 
him, by regular pay, to place his army on a 
more 4)erfBaneQt footings to peneti*ate as 
far as the capital, perhaps from thence to 
the Border, whfere he deemed it pos?ribl6 to 
codfimunicate ^ith theyetunsttbduedlbr^M 
of.KingiGbarles. > . > ^ 

^ Sucbwais the pianofopcrfttion^by-whidh 
the troe&t glory vras to be acquired; and 
the moat important ^ut&^m- mm^A^ fb# ih0 
royal cause- AccorcMngly it did <iai^<ca{i^ 
the ambitious and daring spirit df 44kA 
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whose services had already acquired him 
the title of the Great Marquis. But other 
mqlives actuated many of his followers, atid 
perhaps were not without their secret and 
unacknowledged influence in his own bo- 
som. 

The western Chiefs in Montrose's army, 
almpst to a man, regarded the Marquis of 
Axgyle as the most direct and proper object 
of lioatilities. Ahnost all of them had felt 
hv power j almost all, in withdrawing their 
fencible men from thdr own glens» left their 
faniilks. and property exposed to his ven- 
gen^e^ aU» without exception, were desi* 
roMS of diminishing his sovereignty ; and 
ma9t oi them lay so near his territories, 
that they might reasonably hope to be gra- 
tified by a share of his i^oil. To these 
Chiefs the possession of Invafura aoyd its 
cairtle was an event infinit^y more impoN 
tant and denrable than the capture of Bdin« 
^bufgh* The btter event could only aS>rd 
thdr clansiBen a little ttaostu^y pay or plun^ 



dec.} th« fonmr ifuuned ta the^JChie& tbam^' 
setfM jodemnity for the past, and securi^ ' 
for thefuture* . JBesides tbese perional rea* 
BQM» the leaders, whoofavoured this ofHqioti, ^ 
plausibly ur^edf that though, at his*- first - 
descent into the Ix>w Country, Montrose 
; oi^t be ^superior ta the enemy^ <yet every 
d^y's qaarcb be.niadeifroni t|iei^hilla^«ust di- 
mi9ifh.bis own foro^ and expose hiin. to^ 
.the v4iG0iimuHted aupetloritji)^ of a& ^rmy^ ^ 
%w)tK2h the^ov6M8ter^ .could «6oUectirC|i»' 
cth^JLowlimdteyieaandgairtsonSi^ 'Onitiie ^ 
ot^er hais^^ by crushing Argyll e£kc«uaUy^ ^ 
hei would pot iMily permit jiis^pre^eutwes^e 
rterq /riend^ ito . bring: . out Ihat ^pHaspastiom* » 
of thw forses ^wUbh they ^'tnust^ithef wise 
lew^e at liome forpfoteetioo^ftlMir fami^* 
liesi.bujt Jurther^ he would nlraw i0 bia 
*ataiid«rd.H9ievera). tribes .already friendly '^a - 
^his; ,cau$e». .but ^wbo iWerepreiireBted fr<Hn 
jcMRiQg bim by ieacof M^Callum Merer 

IFhese. arguimeiits . ifbund something * le* 
4p0iu»y« in <j^ofitso8e'a.bwa Jbososai not 
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qtiite consonant with the gpnenl herc^in „, 
of his character. The houses of AfSyla.- 
* and Mbntirose had been, ^n former jttivief» ; 
repeatecHly opposed to each other in war ; 
and in politics, and the superior . a4vaQ<> « 
tages acquired by the former, ,h^ made, j 
them the subject of. envy and dislike to th« * 

,^ J ,{.,T r\..* '.;''' . ; . • . 

neighbouring famllj^, who, conscioua of 

eqiiaf desert, ^aii not been so richly re- . 

warded. This was not alL Xhe eKisl;i^g » 

heads of^hese rival families had srtpod ia the 

most marked opposition to each other since* 

the commencement of the pr^sed^ jtrputhl^ 

Montrose,' conscious of the s^pf^l;iority of, 

his tftlents, sine! of having rendered, gre^t. 

aefvice to the Covenanters at ^the JtiegiuT ... 

ningWthe war, had expected from .that . 

party the supereminepce of council fO^.; 

command, which they judged it ^sii||sr t(} , ; 

entrust to t^e more limited facultieSf andr 

more extensive power> of his rival Ax« 

gyfe. The having awarded this prjefer/ei^^ . 

was' an injiiify which Montrose never for- , 

gavk the Covenanters } and he was still less 

7 
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likely to extend his pardon to Argyle, to 
whom he had been postponed. He was 
therefore stimulated by every feeling of 
haired which could animate a fiery temper 
in a fierce age to seek for revenge upon 
the enemy of his house and person } and it 
is probable that, these private motives ope- 
rated not a little on his mind» when he 
found the principal part of his followers 
determined rather to undertake an expe« 
dition against the territories of Argyle, 
than to take the far more decisive step of 
descending at once into the Lowlancfs* 

Yet whatever temptation Montrose found 
to carry into efiect his attack upon Argyle- 
shire, he could not easily bring himself to 
renounce the splendid atchievement of a 
descent upon the Low Country. He held 
more than one council with the principal 
Chiefs, combating, perhaps, his own secret 
inclination as well as theirs. He laid be* 

r 

fore them the extreme difficulty of marchiqg 

even a Highland army from the eastward 

int<r Argyleshire, through j>asses scarce!/ ' 
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practicable for shepherds and deer-sUlkerjs, 
and over mountains with which even the 
clans lying nearest to them did not pretenfl 
to be thoroughly acquainted. These diffi- 
culties were greatly enhanced by the season 
of the year, which was now advancing to- 
wards the beginning of December, when the 
motintain-passes^ in themselves so difiicult, 
mightbe expected to be rendered utterly im- 
passable by snow storms. These, objectioxis 
neither satisfied nor silenced the Chiefs^ 
who still insisted upon their ancient mod^ 
of making war, by driving the cattle, w.bich, 
according to the Gaelic phrase, <* fed upoQ 
the grass of their enemy." The couijcij was 
dismissed late at night, apd without coming 
to any decision, excepting that the Chiefs, 
who supported the opinion that Argyle 
should be invaded, promised to seek out 
among their followers, those who might be 
most capable of undertakinig the office pf 
guides upon the expedition. 

Montrose had retired tq the cabin which 
ierved him for a tent, and stretched himself 
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upon a bed of dry fera» the only place, of 
repose which it afforded. But he courted 
sleep in Taio, for the visions of ambition 
excluded those of Morpheus. In one mo- 
ment he Imagined himself displaying the 
royal banner from the re-conquered castle 
of Edinburgh, detaching assistance to a 
monarch whose crown depended ypon Kia 
'St2ccess» and receiving in requital all the ad- 
vantages and preferments which could be 
heaped upon him whom a king deligbti^ 
to honoun At another time tbia dream^ 
splendid as it was,, &ded before the vision 
of gratified vengeance^ and personal tri- 
umiph over a personal enemv. ,To sur- 
prise Argyle in his strong-hol4 of Inve- 
^ara-^to crush in liim at once the rival ftf 
his own house and the chief support of the 
iPresby terians— to shewthe Covenanters the 
difference between the preferred Argyle 
and the postponed Montrose, was a pict;ure 
too flattering to feudal vengeance to be 
easily relinquished. 
- While be lay thus busied with conti adic- 
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toty^ tiiKmghts^ ikttd feelings, the soldier who 
6%&od cenCinlel up5ii his qaarters announced 
to the MaT^tiis, that two jiefrsotis desired to 
'Bfrieik wf iSi his Exeellency. 

^^ Tbeit H^thtsT* answered BfontTose, 
*<^aiid the MMe of iSieir'i^gency at^sucfa'a 
tkne?* 

'Ontlitie'piAii}M, \he centinei; who was 
^e of ^Ooikitt6*8 Irttbinen, could aWd 
Ms general Ktfle information ; so that 
MfMfyt^ie^ who at sach a period durst re- 
' hfHt ic^ess to A6 one» lest he might have 
bMH I3iegl6cttnjg some important intelli* 
giMi«9 ^^ dr^ectiofiSt s6 a necessary p^e- 
cautioQy to ppt the guard under arms, aiid 
ti^ prepared io receive them« His groom 
of the l^iiotbei^ had scarce lighted a piaur 
of ttireh^, and Motitrose himself had scarce 
ikAn f roi(i his couch, when tWo men enter- 
eilf one wealphig a Lowland dress, of shamoy 
ImJtott ^9f^Bkfk alnhfost to tatterkr; the other, 
a^ ttft upright old Highlander, of a com- 
pleKion 'whicfe might be termed iron gifey> 
iMMted alftd wbtn by frost and tempest. 
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*« What, may be your commands wkknit; 
my friends ?" said the Marquis^ hishattdaU 
most unconsciously seeking the butt of one 
of his pistols; for the periodi as well fts the 
time of night, warranted susgicion» trhich 
the good mien of his visitors was not- bjr 
any means calculated to remove. 
. ^\l pray leave to congratplate y<^u,^ said- 
the Lowlanderi << my most noble Quimif 
and Right Honourable ^ Lord, upon tb< 
great battles which you have.atcbieved raMt . 
I had the fortune to be detached from yoU; 
It was a pretty af[air that tuUzie at Tippir* 
muir ; nevertheless if I m^^ J>e pi^attktfd 
to counsel**— « . , , * . 

*< Before doing so/' said the Aforqais, 
^< will you be pleased to let me know «teo 
is so kind as to favour me with his opinion**^ 

" Truly, my Iprd," replied the maOt «* 1 
should have hoped that was onaeceasary^ 
seeing it is not so long. since I to^ ooiar 
your service, under promise of a eommis««: 
sion, as Major, with half a dollar of dttly 
pay and half a dollar of arrears ; a«d I^ioi^ 
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to traat your lordship has not forgotten my 
pay a& well as my person ?*' 

" My good friend, Major Dalgetty,'* 
said Montrose^ who by this time perfectly^ 
recdlected his man, ** you must consider 
what important things have happened to 
put my friends* faces out of my memory, 
besides this imperfect light ; but all condi- 
tions shall be kept And what news from 
Argyleshire, my good Major? We have long 
given you up for lost, and I was now pre- 
paring to take the most signal vengeance 
upon the old fox who infringed the law of 
arms in your person."* 

" Truly, my noble lord,*" said Dal^etty, 
« J have no desire that my return should 
jput any stop to so proper and becoming an . 
intention ; verily, it is in no shape in the 
Earl of Argyle's favour or mercy that I now 
stand bdbre yoii, and I shall be no interces- 
six for him.— Butmy escape is, under hea- 
ven,aild the excellent dexterity which, as an 
old and accomplished cavalier, I displayed : 
la (Acting the same»— I «ay, under these, it ' 
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is owing to the assistance of th is old High- 
lander, whom I venture to recommend to 
your lordship's spepiat' favour/ as the in-' 
strument of saving your lordship's to com- 
nand; CugaM Balgettj of l)rum th wacket.** 

**^A thank- wortliy service," said the Mar- 
quls, gravely, *^ which shall certainlj^ be 
requited in' the manner it deserves/' 

' * jfcneel down,^Rarial4" kid; ^ajor PaU 
getty, (as .we must now call him,) *< kneel 
dowii, and kiss "his* Excellency's hand^l' 

llie ^escribed /orm oT ^Ww^^^^ 
not being' according to the custom o^ Ra-^' 
nafdV eountry, he contented himself; with 
folding hi^ arms on his bosom and 'making 
a low Inclination of his head. ' 

*« This^ poor man, my lord,** said Major 

• • t • till ' ' * ' * 

Dalgetty, continuing his Speech with a ^reat ' 
air of protection towards Itanald^^lacEagb, 
«< has strained all his slender means to de- 



:j t^ t» i ^ .•*•..- • 



feod^ my person from mine Enemies, al- 
though having no better weapons of ^^ mis- 
sile sort tlian bows and arrows, whilk your 
lordi^ip wili hair^y believe.' 
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<< Yott #iU 2i6e ft gteaf many such wea- 
jKWif m itty Cartep/* said Montr os€f» " and we 
find them sti^iceable.** 

<* SeirviceAWe, ifify lord ?* toid Dilgetty ;; 
" I trust yoitf terdshlp wiH permit me to be 
surprised— bows and arro^i^s 1 — I trust you 
ifill forgive my recommending the substi- 
tuftion of fii^uskets, the fii'st convenient op-* 
porttmity. Bat besider defending mfe, this 
honest Highlander also^was at the pains of 
curing me, in respect that I had got a 
tooeh of the Wars in my retreat^ whicli me- 
nVs^ my best requital in this specia) ititro- 
duction of hiinto your iordship'3 notice and' 
protectifWQ.^ 

♦* irast^is your name, my frietid ?* said 
Motttto^, tUt-ning to tfce Highlander. 

•« It may not be spoken/' answered the' 

« 

ntoufitdineer. 

^l^bsLi is*bsiQ^'? interpfeted Mkjor Dal. 
getty, *' he desires^ to have his n^me conceal- 
edi in respect ^he hath in ffarntct days taken 
a- eastle; sl&tm certain chfldi'en; and done ^ 
other things, whiik, as your good lordship 
knows, are often piiictised in war time, but 
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excite no benevoleiice towards the perpe^ 
trator in the frieiids of those who smtain 
injury. I have known, in my military exr 
perience, many brave cavaliers put to death 
by the boors, simply for using military li^^ 
cense upon the peasants." 

^^ I understand," said Montrose : ^* This 
person is at feud with some of our follow- 
ers. Let him retire to the court of guards 
and we will think of the best mode of pro- 
tecting him." 

<< You hear, Ranald/' said M^or DaU 
getty, with an air of superiority, ^^ his Ex- 
cellency wishes to hold privy council with 
me, you must go to the court of guard* — 
Hq does not know where that is, poor fel- 
low !— he is a young soldier far so ipld a 
man ; I will put him under the charge of 
a centinel, and return to your leidship 
incontinent " • He did so, ami retained ac* 
cordingly. 

Montrose's first enquiry respected the Em- 
bassy to Inverara ; and he listened witli at^ 
tentioD to Dalgetty^s reply, notrntiittand* 



A UMHHID or MOMTAOiK. 181 

ing the pitdixity of the Major's narra* 
tive; It required an tSort from the Mar- 
quis to maintain bis attention ; but no one 
better knew, that wher 9 information is to 
be derived from the report of such agents 
as Dalgetty, it can only be obtained by 
suffering them to tell their story in their 
own way. Accordingly his patience was 
at length tewarded. Among other spoils 
which the Captain thought himself at li* 
berty to take, was a packet of Argyle's 
private papers. These he consigned to the 
hands of his general ; a bu mour of account- 
ing, however, which went no farther, for 
I do opt understand that he made any men- 
tioa 9f the purse of gold which he had 
appjBoprsated at the same tiine that he made 
seizure of the papers aforesaid. Snatching 
a tc»rch from the wali^ Montrose was in an 
intant deeply engaged in the perusal of 
these documents, in which it is probable he 
iound floaethiBg to animate his personal 
reaenteeat against his rival Argyle. 
.M Doesbe sot fear me?*" md he ; *< then 
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be shall feel o^e. Will he ffee my csstle of 
Murdoch 1-^laverara shall raise Ute first 
8fi9oke.~»0 f9r a guide through the skirts 

ofStt^thFiUwr. ' 

WbalQT^r migbt foe Dalgetty^s personal 
coQCpil^ be umierstood his business soffi* 
cie9.t[fy to guess at Montcoae's meaningi H^ 
iQst^ritly int^irrupted his own prolix; narra. 
tion.of thj^ skirimda^ which bad taken place,, 
and t]i^ wound hehadreoewed in his te^ 
treaty ai^ t^siu to speak ta th^ point which- 
he saw int^re^ed hisgaieral. 

^^Ifp^ S94d he, •* your: Excellency wishes 
to make an infall into Ai^yle^re, thia 
poor mani Ranald, oi whom I told yoti^ to^ 
geCher with hia. children and companions,. : 
know every psm into that land, both lead^ 
ing from the e^ apd froo^ the uor£b/v 

^ Indeed r said Mqntrose;.' ^ wk»t reok 
sqPt hfive you to believe theif kAioiriedg& aok 
ex^tensive ?^ 

^ So pleai^ y«ur E^ostiectf^^*' amw^crei . 
Dalgetty^ <^ doriqg, the! weeks that. I re*. 
mfffff^* wife tkSPi [fyf: QM» olf lay iwiund^ 
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thej wer^ repeatedly obliged to shift their 
quarters^ in respect of Argyle^s repeated 
attempts to repossess himself of the pexMo 
of an o^cer who was honoured with youf 
Excellency's coniideoce ; so that I had oc» 
caaion to admire the singular dexterity and 
knowledge of the fa,ce of the^ country with 
which they alternately atchieved their re- 
tjreat and their, advance ; and whe»^ at 
length, I was able to repair to. your £xc^ 
lency's standard^ this honest creature^ Ra- 
nald MacEagb, guided me by paths which 
my steed Gust^yas^ (which your lordship 
may remember^), trode with per^ct safety^ 
so that I said to myselft that where guideai^ 
spies, or intellig<^.nqers» were r£quire4 iQ a 
Highland campaign in thftt western country,, 
more expert persons than he aqd his attend- 
ants could no( possibly be desired^'* 

** And can you aosniier for bis fidelity <?^ 
said Montrose} ^* what is his nave as4 , 
condition ?^ 

*^ He i; a^ outlaw^ and robber, by pro^ 
fe^ion/' answered D$^tt;y I ^* aad by 
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« 

niBtme^ called Ranald MacEagh ; whilk iig« 
oifies, Ranald, the Son of the Mist." 

<* I should remember something of that 
name>'' said Montrpse, pausing ; <^Did not^ 
these Children of the Mist perpetrate some 
act of cruelty upon the M*Aulays ?" — 

Major Dalgetty mentioned the circum- 
stance of the murder of the forester, and 
Montrose's active memory at once recalled 
all the circumstances of the feud. 

^Vlt is most unlucky," said Montrose, 
** this inexpiable quarrel between these mea 
and the M^Aulays. Allan has borne him- 
self bravely in these \irars, and possessesf, 
by the wild mystery of his behaviour and' 
language, so much influence over the minds 
of his countrymen, that the consequences 
of disobliging him might be serious. At^ 
the same time, these men being so capable - 
of rendering useful service, and being, as 
you say. Major Dalgetty, perfectly trust-- 

worthy ^" 

^« I will impkdge my pay and arrears^ 
my horae and avms, my head and necli^ 
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upon their fidelity/' said the Major i << and 
your Excellency knows; that a soldado could 
say no more for his own fathen** 

•* True," said Montrose ; " but as this 
is a matter of particular moment I would 
Willingly know the grounds of so positive 
an assurance.** 

«« Concisely then, my lord," said the Ma* 
jor, " not only did they disdain to profit by 
a handsome reward which Argyle did me 
'the honour to place upon this poor head of 
mine, and hot only did they abstain from 
pillaging my personal property, whilk was 
to an amount that would have tempted re 
gular soldiers in any service of Europe ; 
and not only did diey restore me my horse, 
WhiHt your e^^cellency knows to be of value j 
but I could not prevail on them to accept 
one stiver, doit, or maravedi, for the trou* 
ble and expences of my sibk bed. They 
actually refused my coined money when 
freely offered,«^--a tal^ seldom to be told' in 
a Christian land,'' 



. .^I:i|^mtt;''.«iEiid' Montrose,' aftdr a'lni^ 
^mi;pt'$;i3f4ei^ep,;*'*ttfatt tittir tfoadactr^to^ 
wards you Ja. good \6yidetw6 of tbeift fide* -^ 
4ity } . but how ta4i«Qwe.agaftBs«.«lie>bfeak« 
Ms ^^ ^f ^ (wi*^ He paused^f aad dien > 
^^ddeiily^ J^4edf ^^. lih^dftrgot Bhaif e supFt^ . 
while jouy Major^ . have beeaicavdlkig ij . 
^moonlight.'' 

^ called lia hia atttiidaote^ to fetch ^a ^ 
atouppf wiQe49Qd^9Q«Qeiffreshttenks. ^a^ 
lor IXiIgotty^^who - had tlM^v appetite ^fa^ 
j^onyalepoent 9«|iim«d from H%hla«l qtiar ^ 
ti^s^n^e^ed. ^9t«iiypte$siiig to partake fif . 
what was. set :ii6fdi!e htaBytl»it>pcoceeded to - 
di^pa^h his foo^ wi^ swh mkBLctityi that ^ 
t^ ¥#mP^ «WtBg. a leup .t)f wine, a«d 
^fn)(^% t^lii^^l^^ votclielp ao^ 

ma;r)(ing, ^^t jC9im-«» «» 'thje^ provisioiia of v 
l^ a»np a9ir?re# he mMi lafuid Major Oak 
g^ltf hai#r«|l m^^ wwiOiAiimg Iw eafe. 
ot^fipn v^p iAr|0i)cwhi9«^ 

raloath uppn that,'' said the wcrt% iifa9dr» 
spi^iQg, with hia mouth foil}. «• for the. 



viands that the Children of. the Mist pi:o$a* 
red for mcji {>por helpless cr^turesas th^ 
werci were so uorefrei^bful tomybodyi that 
wheii incloded in my ariaour> wbilk I if fis 
fain to leave behind me for, expe^qn 
take, I rattled (Jierein like the. shrivelled 
kernel in a nut 4bat hath been kept on. ta 
a secpnd Hallowe'en.'' 

** You must take the due means to repair 
these losses, Maj(Nr Dalgetty.'* 

** In tcotb," answered the soldier, ^ I 
shall hardly be able to compass that, unleiit 
my arrears are tp be exchanged for. pr^x^ 
pay i for I prot^t to your f!^ceUency» tl^at 
the three stone weight which J fiave^lost 
wc;re sifnply riu»e4 upon the r€^h|r .ac- 
countings of the States of HoUand." 

•'In that case,** said the Marqu^, ^yw 
are only reduced (to. good ma]?ching;Qrder« 
As fo? the pay, let us once jjiaxe victpryr^ 
victory. Major, and your wishes, aQd;^!^ 
our. M^ishes, shall be amply fulftUe^. Heaa* 
time help yourself to another cup of vfifij^^ 

•* ;ro your Eicellcncp^;s hw^^ 



^' 
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Majors filling a cup to the brim, to sbe^^ 
the zeal with which he drank the toant^ 
M and victory over all your enemies, and 
particularly over Argyle. I hope to pull 
another handful from his beard myself-— 
I have had one pluck at it already." 

•^ Very true,** answered Montrose j " but 
to return to these meri of the Mist. You un- 
derstand, Dalgetty, that their presence here, 
and the purpose for which we employ them,* 
is a secret between you and faie." 

Delighted, as Montrose had anticipated, 
with this mark of his general's confidence^ 
the Major laid his hand upon his nose, and^ 
nodded intelligence. 

«* How many may there be of Ranald** 
followers ?" continued the Marquis« 

*• They are reduced, so far as I know,, 
to some eight or ten men," answered Ma- 
jor-Dalgetty, " and a few women, and chiU 
dren.** 

*« Where are they now ?* demanded Hon«. 
trose. 

^« In a valley, at three miles^diatance," gn« 
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Ywered the soldier, << awaiting your Exdel- 
lency's command; I judged it not fit to 
bring them to your leaguer without yovr 
Excellency's orders." 

" You judged very well," said Montrose j 
^* it would be proper that they remain 
where they are, or seek some more distant 
place of refuge. I ^111 send them money, 
though it is a scarce article with me at pre- 
seat" "' •- 

^^ It is quite unnecessary," said Major 
Dalgetty ; << your Excellency has only 
faint that the M^Aulays are going in that 
direction, and my friends of the Mist will 
instantly make volte-face, and go to the 
right a,bout." 

<< That were scarce courteous," said the 
Marquis. <* Better send them a few dollars 
to purchase them some cattle for the sup« 
port of the women and children." 

" They know how to come by their cat* 
tie at a far cheaper rate," said tbeMdjor; 
<< but let it be as your Excellency wills." 

^ Let Ranald MacEagh," said Montrose, 
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^ 4dwi tone '^or two 6f Ws followers/ men 
whom he cad'trti^ ttid who are capsble of ^ 
keeping their own secret^ thete sfhdl serVe' ^ 
for our guides. Let them be at my tent to- ' 
motrow ttt^ayllMreak,. and see/ if possible, 
that th^ beither guess my purpose; nor 
hdld liny Gommunicatioii with each other iii ' 
private.— This^ bid man; hai^ he any chil- 
dren?* 

<• They have be«i killed or hanged^*^^ 
sahl the Captaftf, •* to the numfcer of a 
round doziftV As^^I believe— but he hatlT^' 
left one' ehttd, a teiaft anc( hopeflil y outlay ' ' 
whim I have noted tb be hevet witKouii ' 
pebble in h^ plaid nodk, to fling it ^hosd-^^ 
ever might come in his way, being a sym- 
bol; that; like David, who was accusioihed 
to sliiig smbiHh stoiies taken from the 
brook, he tnay ^i^^ardb prove' an adven- 
turous warrior.** ' 

*^ That boy; Magor' Dalgfetty,* said ihc 
Mmp&i «• I wiir have tb attriii upon my" 
own |>er8cm. I presume fie wfirhaves^nsi^' '' 
enongb to ke^p fa^ niuUVvecr^t. 
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<^ Your EiceU^hcyjittd-iidt'feSir tlfeC ' 
afltswered Dalgettfi' ^ tbew Highland im|js^ ' 
from tte momeiH; theydhipthcfiBhdt*"^----. * 

" WdH* relied- Mdiitrds«,« that boy 
shrfl be pledge for the -fidelity* of hii* fa- ' 
ther, and if he proves faithful, the child's 
preferment shaU be his reward. — And now» 
Major Dalgetty, I will licence your depar« 
ture for the night; to-morrow you will intro- 
duce thia MacEaghy under any name or 
^character he may pleaae to assume. I pre- 
sume his profession has rendered him suffi- 
<;iently expert in all sort of disguises ; or 
we may admit John of Moydart into our 
^cheme% who has sense, practicaUlity, and 
intelligfencey and will allow this man for a 
time to be disguised as one of his followers, 
^f or you. Major, my groom of the cham- 
bers will be your quarter-master for this 
•^vening.^* 

Major Balgetly took his leave with a 
joyful heart, gre&tly elated with the recep^ 
tion he had met with, and much pleased 
with the personal maaoers^of kb new gene- 
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ral, which, as he explained at great length 
to Ranald MacEagh, reminded hini io many 
respects of the demeanour of the immortal 
Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion of the North, 
and Bulwark of the Protestant Faith, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The march beginrin mih'tary state. 
And nations on bis eyes suspended waft ; 
Stera famiiie guards the solifia^ coast, 
And winter barricades the realms of frost ; 
He comes,-^nor want, nor cold, bis course delay.—— 

VanUy of Human WUkis, 

Bt break of day, Moiitrose received in 
his cabin old MacEagb, and questioned 
him long and particularly as to the means 
of i^proacbing the country of Argyle. He 
made a note of his answers, which he com- 
pared with those of two of his. followers, 
whom he intrbdoded as the most prudent 
and experienced. He found them to cor- 
respond in all rejects ; but, still unsatis- 
fied where precaution was so necessary, 
the Marquis compared the information he 

▼OL. FT I 



had received with that be was able to^col- 

lect from the Chiefs who lay most near to 

the destined scene of invasion,' and bodng 

ifi all respects satisfied of its accuracy, be 

resolved to proceed in full reliance upon 
it 

In one poitit Montrose changed his mind^ 
Having judged it unfit to take the boy Ken- 
neth into his OrWft service, lest, in eaae of 
his birth being discovered, it should be re- 
sehted as an offence by the numerous clans 

who entertained a feudal enmity to this de*' 

If 

voted family, he requested the Major to take 
him in attendance upon hiniseif j andaa he 
accompanied this request with a haodsome 
daufetir, under pretence of clothing aod 
equipping the lad^ this change was agree«* 
able to all parties. 

It was about breakfast-time* when Ma- 
jor Dalgetty, being dismis^d: by Mqh^ 
trose, went in quest of his oljd acqiMitti- 
ances. Lord Menteith and the M<Aulaya» 
to whom he longed to comfnupicaie. bjs 
own adventuref!, as well as to learn from 
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tiiem t^he jpsrticukrs of the campaign* * It 
ttiay be imagitied he was received withi 
gi^eat glee by^ flien to whcmi the. late uni- 
fiirmit|r ^f their military life had renderedr 
my:dam^ of society an interesting mivelty* 
Allan M* Acilay alone seemed to recoil from- 
bi6 former acquaintancet although, when 
^aUenged by his brother, he could render 
DO other reason tiian a reluctance to be fa- 
miliar with one who had been so hately in 
tbf company of Argyle and other enemie?. 
Major Dalgetty was a little alarrded by thia 
sort of instinctive consciousness which AI^ 
Ian seemed to entertain respecting the so* 
cidty he bad been lately keeping ; he was 
soM satisfied, however, that the percep* 
tiMia4>f tiie ater in this psLrticolar were not 
ia&llible. 

' As fianaid MacEagh was to be placed 
ufidto. Major Dalgetty's protection and su* 
perlntetKiande, ^it was neeessiry be should 
preseiEit hiih to those persons with wbo^ 
be. imsr most Jikely to associate. The .^re^s 
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of the old man Iiad, in the mesmtime, been 
changed from the tartan of hia clan to a 
sort of clothii^ peculiar to the mexk of 
the distant Isles, resembling a waistcoaA 
with sleeves^ and a petticoat, all made ia 
one piece* This dress v^as laced from top 
to bottom in front, and bore some reilem-^ 
blance to that called a Polonaise, still worn 
by children in Scotland of the lower rank# 
The tartan hose and bonnet completed the 
dress, which old m^n of the last century re-' 
membered well to have seen worn by the 
distant Islcsmen wbo came to the Earl of 
Mar's standard in the year 1715. 

Major Dalgetty, keeping his eye on Al- 
lan as he spoke, iatroduced Ranald Mac- 
£agh under the fictitious name of Ranald* 
MacGillihuron in Benbecula, who had esi-^ 
caped with him out of Aigyle's jprison. He 
recommended him as. a person skilful ia 
the arts of the harper and the senaofait^ 
and by no means contemptible in the qaa*^' 
lity of a second-sighted, person or seer. 
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'While making this exposition^ Major DaU 
getty staintnered and hesitated in a way so 
unlike the usual glib forwardness of his 
jitanner, that he could not have failed to 
.havis given suspicion to Allan M^Aulay, 
.had xiot that person's whole attention been 
engaged in steadily perusing the features of 
•the person thus introduced to him. This 
:Steady gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
MacEagh» that his hand was beginning to 
sink down towards his dagger, in expecta- 
tion of a sudden assault, when Allan M'Au- 
lay, suddenly crossing the. floor of the 
hut^ extended his hand to him in the way 
of friendly greeting* They sat down side 
hy side, and conversed in a low mysterious 
totie of voice. Menteith and Angus M* Aiv 
lay were not surprised at this, for there pre^ 
vailed among the HigUanders who pre*- 
tended to the second-sight a Sort of free* 
masonry, which generally induced tljem, 
^upon meeting, to hold communication with 
^ach other on the nature and extent oi* 
their visidnary experiences. 
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'" Does th€ sight come gloomy iipcrh 
your spirit?'* said Allan to his tiev^r ac- 
quamtince, 

*• As dark as the shadow upon the 
moon/* replied Ranald, " when she is dtirk« 
ened in her mid-course in' heavfen> aird 
prophets foretell of evil times." • 

*• Cotne hither," said Allan, ** come more 
this way, I would converse with you aj;>artr^ 
for men say that in your distarit inlands the 
sight is poured forth with mote clearness 
and' power than upon us, who dwell cekr 
the Sassenach * 

While they were plunged into their myotic 
conference, the two English cavaHeh en- 
tered the cabin in the highest possible spi- 
rits, and announced to Angus .M*Aiilay 
that orders had been issued that all shotild 
bold themselves in readiness for an imme- 
diate march to the westward. « Having 
delivered themselves of their np-ws with 
much glee, they paid tbeiv 'compliments to 
their old 'acquaintance Major Dalg^Mty, 
whom they instantly recognisod,.' and 4t|- 
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quired after the health of his charger, G us- 
tavus. 

** I humbly thank you, gentlemen," an- 
sweced the soldier, ^ Gustavus is well, 
though, like his master, somewhat barer on 
the ribs than when you offered to relieve 
me of bim at Darnlinvarach ; and let me 
assure you, that before you have made one 
or two of those marches which you seem to 
Gootemplate with so much satisfaction in 
prospect, ydu will leave, my good Knights, 
tome of your English beef, and probably 
an English horse or two behind you." 

Both exclaimed that they cared very lit- 
tle what fcfaey found or what they left, pro- 
vidtd the sceae changed from dodging up ' 
and down Angus and Aberdeenshire, in 
pufsuit of an enemy who would neither 
fight nor run away. 

** If such be the case," said Angus M^- 
Aulay, " I mu$t give orders to my follow- 
ers, and ngiake provision too for the safe 
conveyance; of Annot Lyle; for an advance 
into M^Callum More'a country will be a 
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farther and fauler road than tbese piaks iof 
Cumbrian Knighthood are aware of." 3o 
saying, he left the cabin. 

" Annot Lyle !" repeated Dalgetty, « is 
she following the qatnpaigh ?* 

•* Surely/' replied Sir Giles Musgrave, 
his eye glancing dightly from I^ord Meii- 
teith to Allan M'Aulay ; ^ we could n«i- 
tber march nor fight, advance nor rt* 
treaty without the influence of the Princess 
of Harps." 

, " The Princess of Broad swords and Tar- 
gets, I say," answered his companion } ** for 
the Lady of Montrose herself could not be 
more courteously waited upon ; she has four 
Highjand maidens, and as many bare- 
legged gillies, to wait upon her orders." 

" And what would you havet gentlemen ?" 
said Allan, turning suddenly from the High* 
lander with whom he was in conversation ; 
<< would you yourselves have left an innooaat 
female, the companion of your infancy, fii^W 
die by violence, or perish by famina ? Theie 
is not, by this time, a roof upon the babi- 
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lUttoft pf my fatberch-^-our crops have been 
4e8trc!y»4» Meinour cattle have been driven— - 
jad you, gefillemeo, have to bless God, that, 
coming ftom a tnilder and more civiliaed 
eouiitry, you expofte only your own lives in 
:this' oeidorseless war, without apprehension 
that your enemies will visit livith their ven- 
Kfiaiice the defencfeless pledges you may 
harve left behmd you%'* 
;' ThQ Englishmen cordially agreefd that 
they had Uie;superi(»rity in this respect ; and 
Ibe^compaiiy now dispersing, went each to 
his several x^faaf ge or occupattott. 

Allan Ingered a moment behind, still 
^QMficiiiDg the reluctant lUnald MacEagK 
iifiaatv peiBt in hia supposed vision^ by 
which he was greatly perplexed * *< Re* 
pnietty,'' be said, ^ have I had the sight of 
m Gttl,. wfao' seemed .to plunge his weapon 
wto the body c^ Me]ittith,*.M>f that young 
lioUeoBKn in the scwlet keed cloaks who 
4f$B jut JM w left> the bothy. But by nat e^ 
fytif tbougte I have gassed till my eyes wtire 
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itlmost fixed itt the 9oeket^» ctifi rdifieoinl: 
the fftoe al this Highlander, or fk^^w^an^^ 
jeclure who he may be, although his. jw% 
son and air seem familiar to me.'' 

** Have you reversed your own plaid^i^' 
said Ranald, ^* according to the ruleof Ul6 
experieficed Seers in suofa cases?*' 
. •* I have," answered Allan^ speaking loq^ 
and shuddering as if ^ith internal agony# '. 

<* And in what gnise did tfael pbahtom 
then appear to you ?" said' Ranalds ' 

" With his plaid also reversed,'' aMweted 
Allan, in the same low and cohviHised tone. 
^« Then be assured^" said iU^nald* M tjMit 
your own hiatud, and done other, «itt>daii4lvr 
deed of which you have wfto6Bse<) tfai6isi»»> 
dow.*' ' ' i' 

*f So has my anxious, so«il an,bttaire(} 
times surmised*" replied AUoni ** Bbtt* is 
impossible ! Were I'to rea)d^ tk^ktm>td'm 
the eternal book of £ite^ I wookl^BBMut 
iinpossible*--«we are bound * by-ttetAs^^liJI 
blood, and by an busdred fiei^wote jntip 
mate*— *we have stood side by side ia battle, 

IS 
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and our swcnrda have reeked with the Mood 

of the same enemies-^it is iubob&lblb I 

.should harm him I" 

. "That you will do so," answered\RanaId, 

^< is oertain, though the cause be hid in the 

darkness of futurity. You say,'' said he, 

suppressing his own emotions with difficul- 

fgyy ** that side by side you have pursued 

yd^T prey like blood-hounds — have you 

.never seen blood-hounds turn their fangs 

against each other, and fight over the bofly 

of a throttled deer ?" 

^ ** It is false/' said M'Aulay, starting up>; ; 
^<« th^se are not the forebodings of fate, but 
tbe temptation of some evil spirit from the 
'bottomless pit 1" So saying, he strode oat 
of the cabin. 

- •* Thou hast it !'' ^aid the Soa of the 
uMkt, lookiag after /him with an air of ex« 
;ulkation ; ** the barbed arrow is in thy 
.sid»!«--»£^p(irits.of the slaugktered ! rejoice ! 
isoon shall yotir-nwderers' swwds be dyed 
. tn each .others' blood." 

Qa the aiicceedtpg vdvmng aUr was pre^ 



pwedi and Montrose advanced by rapid 

•marobes wfttherhrerTay, and poured hk de- 

aultory forces into the romantic vale aimMul 

. the lake of the same name, which lies at the 

* bead of that riven The inhabitants mete 

Gampbells,, not indeed the vassais.of Ar- 

gyle, but of the allied and kindred faoute of 

Gleniirchyt whieh bow bears, the name of 

BreadaUiHune. Being taken by surprise, they 

were totally unprepared for resistancCi and 

werb cconpelled to be the passive witnesses 

of the ravages which took .place among 

tlwir flocks and herds. Advancing in this 

manner to the vide of Loch Doohart, and 

' laying waste the.country aroimd him^ JMon- 

;trose reached the most difficult point of his 

enterprize. 

To a modern army, even with the assist- 
ance, of the gocMl military road which ndw 
leads.upby TYinednimto Jtiie bead of Loch 
; Awe, the passage of tbeseeatcfiaivewilds 
ivoaldseema task of some difficNih^ i&it 
at this period', and .fiDC long aftm^ardr, 
ikemims noiwdor path whataoeitr }4md 
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:to add to the difficaltj, the momitaim'MMe 
already covered ^vkh mow. 4il vN^ a so- 
Mime scene to look ii{> to them, pited in 
great masses, one upon another, the front 
rank of daaziing whiteness, while those 
«which arose behind them <:aught a rosy tint 
from the setting of a clear wintry sun. Ben 
,Cniacbaii, superior in magnitude, and seem- 
.ing the very citadel of the Gknius of the 
Region, rose high above the others, View- 
ing his glimmering and spathed peak to the 
distance of many miles* 
V The followers of Montrose were men 
not tO! be daunted by the sublime, yet te«^ 
riUe prospect before them* Many of them 
were of that ancient raoe of Highlanders, 
:who not only willingly made their couch 
4n the snow, but considered it as effeminate 
luxury to. use a snow-ball ifor a pittow. 
i£littider and revMge lay beyond the froaen 
mountains which they beheld, and-they did 
not permit themselves to be daunted, by the 
< diffic&lty of traversing them. Montrose 
not. dlow their spid«atisne4o^anbsl^ 
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/Ad. (that iSf We come l^ougb dfift 4o drive 
the prej),{ the tdirilliog soUads ci. which 
jiad often struck, the vales o£ the Lennox 
mikXtftot.* The troops advanced with 
die nimble alacrity of mouotai&eecs, aAd 
were aeon- involved io thedaogeroas passy 
tkrotigh which Raaald acted as theur^guide, 
.going beibre them with a sekot partji to 
track out the way. 

The power of man at tiO'time appears 
more coote«nptibie than when^itisspjaced 
JA conlcaat with scenes of natucal terror a»d 
^^t)Hy . The vicstprioua army of Mob iros^ 
whM6 exploits bad « struck terror into all 
Scotland^ when ascending up thia terrific 
rpaaSt seemed a contemptible handful of 
sbN^glorsiJn the net of bsingdevouFcdrbf 
th^ jaws, of the iiKmntaiat which applied 

* 

^ It is the family-march of the M'Farlanes, a war- 
!t&e and predatory clan^ who inhabited the western 



Mady tocloM opOD iheiii* ) Bven MoDtiMe 
half Ttpetitcdi the boldoew of Ikb fttfeaipt^ 
Jtt te looked dowa fromr the sutnintt of the 
^ftt «iiitiieiice: which he attained^ upon the 
Hkaittered cond i tioii of his small utny. l^e 
idifiknlty of getting . forward waaaogfepl^ 
that cbnsidelraUe gap» began to occur in 
the line/of mavch^ and the distance between 
the van; otntre^ and rear, was each momeiit 
socreased in a degree equally tooommodiduB 
and dangerous. It was with great appre> 
beosion. that Montrose looked i^on^ evesy 
fueint of ad vantarge which the hiU afforded, 
la dread it migb^ be found >oacupiedt by aa 
^ooooy prepared for defiance i and he oAen 
aAefauirdBr wks .beard to express, his. ooavio- 
twn/ that had the palsses of Strath FiUaa 
been defended • by two hundred resohite 
men;' not only would his pvogresa have 
been ^ffibcteaUystopt* but bis whole arofiy 
mast havel been in^daciger of beuBg totally 
cut' off*: Securili}^ howeTeflTi the hmt of 
awny a sU'qi^: coniatry^ and many a: fort- 
TesG^ rbetibyed, uponotlut Motmau Ulifidw 
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ttiiot 1^ Aqgyle to rius eoemies^ Tbe ibik* 
4tni hiul mAf to contend with the'satund 
^{fficuhies c£ tiiie patii^ and with the ttfeovr, 
'iR^hmb^ fottsnately, had not £yten fn iaiiy 
great «qinuKtity. Tiie armj lio soonerreacb- 
eil'l^'fuaiaiitl joC the ridge of hiUadiviAii% 
Argjde^ice firom the district <of Bieadai* 
foane^ than they n^ihed dofen upmi tine de- 
voted vatea beneath them with a fury si£- 
''ficiently Kexpcessive of the motives wtioh 
•bad dictated a mo^mnent so difllcttU smd 
lia£Bfdoup(; . 

'■ Montrose ^vided his army into tluree bo^ 
idies^ inorder to produce a wider and nore 
laxtensfve teri^cu*, ione^ of which was cpm^* 
mattded by the Captain of Clan JSLamdd^ 
<me intrusted to the leading of ColkittOitaaKl 
the iMrd remained ^under his own diteotton. 
fiewas thurenabled \o peneieatelbe conni^ 
trjrof Argyie at three different ftoisits. Ik^ 
siitance t&eie was none. Tkefligiiik o£tbe 
riiepheeds ffom^the hfllsvhad fixst annc»a& 
ced this foimidable irrapttont and liten^ 
everthe cisMaaen wwBiSfMpuQ(nediCHit» 1i^ 
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were killed, diswmedy.aod dispersed, bj an 
enemy who had anticipated their footionk 
Major Dal^etty, who had been sent for- 
ward against Inverara with the few horse 
of the army that were fit for service, mana- 
ged his mattera so weU» that he had very 
near surprised Argyle, as he expressed it, 
mterpactUa^ and it was only a rapid flight 
by water that saved that chief from death 
or . captivity. But the punishment which 
Argyle himself escaped fdl heavily upcm 
his country and clan, and the ravs^es coflfi* 
initted by Montrose on that devqted iaui^, 
although too consistent with the genius of 
the country and times, have been repeat* 
edly quoted as a blot on his actions aqd 
characten 

Argyle in the meantime bad fled to £d]9« 
burgh, to lay his complaints before the Cos- 
vetitioa of Estates. To meet the exjgenqe 
of the . moment, a con»derable army wis 
raised under General Baillie, a Presfayt?- 
riaa ^cer of skill and fidtUiyi with wfaoqa 
was joinid in ooflMoaQd the f^ldbratwl * 
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Sir John Urrie, a soldier of fortune like 
Dalgetty, wha had already changed sides 
twice during the Civil War, and was des- 
tined to turn his coat a third time be- 
fore it was ended. Argjile also, burning 
with indignation, proceded to levy his own 
numerous forces, in order to avenge him- 
s^elf of his feudal enemy. He established 
*his head- quarters at Dumbarton, where he 
was soon joined by a considerable force, 
coiiisisting chiefly of his own clansmen atid 
dependants. Being t^ere joined by BatUie 
and Urrte, with a very considerable army 
of regular forces^ be prepared to m^rcb ia- 
to Argyleshire^ and chastise the in\'ader -of 
his paternal taritories. • - 

But Montrose, while these two fornu^- 
dable armies we^ forming a junction^ had 
been recalled from that ravaged country 
by the approach of a third, collected in 
the north under the Earl of Seafortb, who, 
after some hesitation , having embraoed the 
•5id« of the Covmantevsy had^now, with, the 
'imistaaee of the veterao ganrisim of lover- 
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ncss, formed a considerable army, wHh 

•which he threatened Montrose from Inver- 
ness-shire. ' Inclosed in a wasted and un- 
friendly country, and menaced on eadi 

"side by advancing enemies of superior forc^, 
it might have been supposed that Moil- 

- trose^s destruction was certain. But these 
were precisely the circunistances under 
Which the active and enterprising genius of 
the Great Marquis was calbulated to excite 
the wonder and admiration of friehds, the 
astbhishment and terror of his enemies. As 

-If by magic j lie collected his scattered forees 
ff Offt thcf wasteful occupation in which they 
had been engaged ; and scarce -were they 
again united, ere Ai^yle and his associate 
generals wei'e informed, that the poyalisis 

^had suddenly disappeared from 'Argyll. 
shirC) and retreated northwards among the 
difeky and impenetrable raouittaiivs of Loch- 

Thef ia^acity of the generals bpposed tb 
-Monfiro^epithmlBdiately cof\)^tiiBed, that it 
•^S'the]^iir]|^ds6f of tthftir aetite integoniit 
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/to fight with, andt if possible, to destroy 
Seafprth, ere they could come to his assist* 
ance. This occasioned a correspondiDg 
change in their operations. Leaving this 
dueftain to make the best defence he 

4 

could, Urrie and Baillie again separated 
their forces from those of Argyle, and ha- 
ving chiefly horse and Lpwland troops un- 
der their commanid, they kept the south- 
em side of the Grampian ridge, moving 
' along eastward into the couqty of Angu^, 
l^solving from thence to proceed into 
Aberdeenshire, in order to intercept M0n- 
tros6, if he should attempt to escape in tbsit 
^difectioQ. 

Argylei with his own levies and j other 
^troops^: unfdertook to follow Montrose's 
aQarch ; so Uiat in case he should come to 
ax^tion either with Sealwth, or with Baillie 
. and Urrie, he might be placed between two 
fires by this third army, which, at a sectfre 
, diitaace, was to hang upon his rear. 

Et>r this purpose Argyle once more Ao* 
' vtd towards InvcHrani, faaviog an opp oftu- 



nity, at ev^ry «tep, to defplcMre die severities 
which the hostile clans had exercised oil' 
his dependants and country. Whatever 
noble qualities the Highlanders possessed, 
and they had many, clemency in treating 
a l)OstiIe country was not of the number ; ' 
but even the ravages of hostile troops com- ' 
bined to swell the mimber of Argyle's foi. 
lowers. It is still a Highland proverb. He 
whosehouse is burnt must become a soldier ; 
and hnndreds of the inhabitants of these 
unfortunate valleys had now no means of 
maintenance, save by exercising upon 
others the severities they had theodselves 
sustainedj and no Aiture prospect of hap- 
piness, excepting in the gratification of re- ' 
venge. His bands were, therefore, aug-' 
mented by die very circumstances which 
had desolated his country, and Argyle 
soon found himself at the head- of three 
thousand determined men, distinguished 
for activity and courage, and commanded 
by gentlemen of his own name, who yield- 
ed to none in those qualities. Undcff hin^* 
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sfilff be conferred the principal cofxiroand . 
up^qi Sir Duncan Campbell lof Ardenvobr, 
and anotfa^r Sir Duncan Campbell of Auchf 
eobreck, an experienced and veteran soK 
dief, whom he bad recalled from the wars 
of Ireland for thi$ purpose. The cold spirit 
of Argyle himself, bowever, clogged the 
military councils of bis more intrepid as- 
sistants, and it waft resoJvedi notvdtbstaciil* 
ing their increased force, to observe th^ 
same plan of operations, and to follow 
Montrose cantiously, in whatever direction 
he should march, north-eastward, avoiding 
an engagement ontil an opportunity should 
occur of falling upon the Marqtiffi's^ rear, 
while he should be engaged wit|^: another 
enemy in front. 
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CHAPTER X. 

IHobrachet au Doiiuil-dba> 
Fiobrachet au Donuil^ 
Pibbiaehet agus spreittach 
Feacht an Iiinerlochy. 

The war-tune of Donald the Black, 
The war-tane of Black Donald, 
The pipes and the banner 
Jkie up in the rendezvous of Inyerloehy. 



* T^E military road connecting the chain, 
of forts, as it is called, abd running in the 
general line of the present Caledonian ca- 
nal^ has now completely opened the great 
glen, or chasm, extending almost across 
the whole island^ once doubtless filled by 
the ses^ and still afibrdicig basins for that 
long U»e of lakes, by means, of which mo-^ 
dern art has united the German and At- 
lantic Oceaus. The patli9 oX* tracts by 
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which the natives traversed this extensive 
valley9 were^ in 1645~6» in the same situa- 
tion as when they awaked the strain of an 
Irish engineer officer, who had been >em- 
ployed in converting them into practicable 
military roads, and whose poem begins, 
and, for aught I know, ends, as follows :-^ 

" Had you but seen these roiads befi>re they were 

made. 
You would have held up your hands and l^aed 

GenmlWade." 

But, bad as the ordinary paths were, Mon« 
trosi^ avoided them, and led his army, 
like a herd of wild deer, from moimtaia 
to mountain, and from forest to forest, ^ 
where his enemies could learn nothing of 
his motions, while he acquired the most: 
peir^t knowledge respecting theirs from 
the firiendly clans (^ Cameron and M^Don* 
nell, whose mountainous districts he now 
traversed. Strict orders had been given 
that Arg^Le*s advance ^ould be watched, 
aad tihat fldl int^gence respecting his mo- 

1« 
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lions should be communicated instantly to 
the General himself. 

It was a moonlight night, and Montrose, 
worn out by the fatigues of the day, was 
laid down to sleep in a miserable shieling. 
He had only slumbered two hours, when 
^ome one touched his shoulder. He look- 
ed up, and, by the stately form and deep 
voice, easily recognized the. Chief of the 
"Camerons. 

" I have news for you,*' said that leader, 
*• which it is worth while to arise and listen 
to.** 

** M'Hduy can bring no other," said 
Montrose, addressing the Chief by his pa- 

m 

tronymic* title—** are they good or bad ?" 
"As you may take them," said the 
Chieftain. 

** Are they certain ?* 

** Yes,"* answered M*Ilduy^ «* or another 

messenger should have brougKtthem. Know 

that, tired with the task imposed upon me 

of accompanying that unhappy Dalg^tty 

VOL. iV. K 
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and ills handful of horse^ ivho detained ine 
for hours on the march at the pace of a 
crippled badger, I made a stretch df four 
miles with six of my people in the direc- 
tion of Inverlochy, and there met with Ian 
of Glehroy, who had been out for ititelli- 
gence. Argylc is moving upon Inver- 
lochy with three thousand chosen men^ 
commiinded by the flower of the sons of 
Diarmid.— These are my news-^^they are 
certain — 'it is for you to construe their 
purport." 

"Their purport must be good/' answer- 
ed Montrose, readily and cheerfully ; " the 
voice of M^Ilduy is ever pleasant in the 
ears of Montrose, and most pleasant when 
it speaks of some brave enterprize at hand 
—What are our musters ?' 

He then called for light, and easily as- 
certained» that a great part of his followers 
having, as usual, disperse to secure their 
booty,, he had not with him above twelve 
or fourteen hundred men^ 



« 

, ^^ Not much above a third,** said Mon- 
trose, ps^using, . << of Argyle's force, and 
Highlanders^ opposed to Highlanders.-^ 
With the blessing of God upon the royal 
cause, I would not hesitate were the odds 
but one to two." 

^^ Then do not hesitate,** said Cameron } 
^< for, when your ttumpets shall sound to 
attapk M^Callum More, not a man of those 
glens will remain deaf to the summons. 
Glengary — Keppoch— Imyself^wouldde^ 
stroy, with fire and sword, the wretch who 
should remain behind under any pretence 
whatsoever. To-morrow^ or the next day, 
^all be a day of battle to all who bear the 
bame of McDonnell or Cameron^ whatever 
be the event** 

*^ It is gallantly said, my noble friend,*^ 
said Montrose^ grasping his hand, ^* and t 
were worse than a coward did I Hot do 
justice, to such followers, by entertaining 
the most indubitable hopes of success. We 
will turjQ back on tbisMCallum More, who, 
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follows US like a raven to devour the relios 
cff our army, Should we m6et bravef inea 
who may be able to break its streugthl 
I,.et the Chiefs and leaders be called toge- 
ther as quickly as possible ; and you, who 
iiave brought us the first news of this joy- 
fill event, — for such it shall be, — you shall 
bring it to a joyful issue, by guiding us. the 
best and nearest road against our enemy.'* 

" That will I willingly do,'\said Mai- 
duy } " if I have shewn you paths by wMch 
to retreat through these dusky wilds, with 
far more readiness will I teach you how to 
a^ance against your enemy," 

A general bustle now prevailed, and the 
leaders were every where starded from the 
rude couches en which they bad sot^t 
temporary repose. * 

* ^' I never thought,*' said Major Dalget* 
ty, wh^ri summoned ^up from a handful 
of rugged heather roots, " to have parted 
from a bed as hard as a stable broom with 
such bad will^ but indubitably^ having but 
one man of military experience in his army. 
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kis Excelleney the Marquis may be vindi* 
cated in putting him upon hard duty;'' 

So saying, he repaired to the council, 
iwhere, notwithstanding his pedantry, Mon« 
trose seemed always to listen to him with 
considerable attention j^ partly because the 
Major really possessed military knowledge 
and experience, and often made-suggestions 
which were found of advantage, and partly 
because. it relieved the general from the 
necessity of deferring entirely to the opi- 
nion of the Highland Chiefs, and gave him 
additional ground for disputing it when it 
was not agreeable tp his own. On the pre- 
^entoccasion, Dalgetty joyfully acquiesced 
in the proposal of marching back and con- 
fronting Argyle, which he compared to the 
valiant resoluticm of the great Gustavus, 
who moved against th^ Duke of Bavaria, 
and enriched his troops by the plunder of 
that rich country, although menaced froixi 
the northward by the large army which 
Wallenstein had assembled in Bohemia, 
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The Chiefs of Glengary, Keppoch, atid 
Lochieli whose clans, equal in courage and 
niilitary fame to any in the Highlands/ lay 
within the neighbourhood of the scene of 
action, dispatched the fiery cross through 
their vassals, to summon every one wbb 
could bear arms to meet the King^'Iiets^ 
tenant, and to join the standards of their 
respective chiefe as tliey marched tcfwiards 
Inverlochy. As the order was ^ emphat!- 
caliy given, it was speedily and wilfingTy 
obeyed. Their natural love of war^ theic 
zeal for the royal caiise, — for they vieweS 
the KiDg in the light of a* chief mhoA iak 
clatismen had desferted^ — as well as tliei^ 
implicit obedience to their own patharcbd^ 
drew in to Montrose^s army not only iidi 
in the neighbourhood who were able to 
bear arms, but some who, in age at least; 
might have been esteemed past the use of 
them. During the next day'btnarch, which', 
being directed straight through the mounf- 
taitis of Lochaber, Was unsuspected t)y ttie 
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enemy^ his forces were augmented by hand- 
fulls of men issuing from each gleut and ran- 
ging' themselves under the banners of their 
respective Chiefs. This was a circumstance 
I^ighly inspiriting to the rest of the army, 
' wh0| by the time they approached the ene- 
my, found their strength increased consi* 
derably more than one-fourth, as had been 
prophesied by the valiant leader of the 
Camerons. 

While Montrose executed this counter- 
m$irch, Argyle had, at the head of his gal- 
lant army, advanced up the southern side 
of Loch*Eil, and reached the river Lochy, 
which combines that lake with Loch-Lochy. 
The ancient Castle of Inverlochy, once, ai 
it is said, a royal fortress, and still, although 
dismantled, a place of some strength and 
consideration, ofiered convenient head* 
quarters, and there was ample room for 
Argyle's army to encamp around him in 
the valley, where the Lochy joins Loch- 
£il« ' Several barges had attended, loaded 
with provisions, so that they were in every 
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respect as well accommodated as such art 
army wished or expected to be. The Mar- 
^uiSt in council with Auchenbreck and 
Ardenvohr, expressed his full confidence 
that Montrose was now on the brink of de- 
struction ; that his troops must gradually 
diminish as he moved eastward through 
such uncouth paths ; that if he went east- 
ward, he must encounter Urrie and Bail- 
lie ; if northward, fall into the hands of 
Seaforth ; or should he chuse atiy halting 
nlace, he would exoose himself to be at- 
tacked by three armies at once. 

«« I cannot rejoice in the prospect, my 

> » 4 - 

lord,** said Auchenbreck, " that James 
Graham will be crushed with little assist- 
ance of ours. He has left a heavy account 
in Argyleshire against him, and I long to 
reckon with him drop of blood for drop of 
blood. I love not the payment of such 
debts by third hands." 

" You are too scrupulous,** said Argyle ; 
«< what signifies by whose hands the blood 
of the Grahams is spilt?— It is time that of 



J.he.sons of Di^mid should coaae to ;flow. 
,Wbati say you, Ard€nvx)hr f ' 
, "I say, ^ly lord," replied Sir Duacan, 
J!^ .tha( I think Auchenbreck will be grati* 
^i0^,^aiid will himself have a pergonal op- 
{M^irtffaity of . settling accounts with Mp^ 
jt^osfs for his depredation^. Reports have 
reached our putppsts that the Carney ons are 
assieinbling on the skirts of Ben-Nevis }, this 
SQUsk ^b^ to join the advance of Montros<^ 
«d4 PPt to cover, hia retxea^" » . 

^ . << IX tnust be sooiQ scheme of b^ras^ing 
and depredation^" said A^rgylCy^ " devised 
by the inyet^i:ate malignity of M'llduy, 
^hicb he terms loyalty* They can intend 
no TQ^ore than an attack on pur outposts^ 
QT some annoyance to to-mprrow*s march." 
^ ^* I have sent oujt scouts," said Sir Dun- 
can, " in. qyery direction, to procure intel- 
Ijgenpe; $^pd we must $oon hear whether 
they really do assemble any force, upon, 
what point, or with what; purpose." 
It was ^ate ere any tidings jwrere recei- 

k2 
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ved ; but when the moiDn had nkiaSfM^ 
considerable bustle in the camft; andvii. 
noise imoiediately after heard in the castle^ 
announced the arrival of important inteUi* 
gence. Of the scouts first dispelled by Ar4 
denvohr, some had returned without being: 
able to collect any thiogi save uncertain^ro^ 
mqurs conconing movements in liie couni 
try of the Camerons. It seemed as^ liN 
skirts crf*BeQ-Nevis were sendiiif^forth thott 
unaccountable and portentous sounds !wi^ 
wliich they sometimes annmmee the ntsir 
arrival of a storm.- Others, wiKMie zeal car«^ 
ried them fiother upon their missioui wens^ 
entraf^ped and slsin, or made prisoners^ by 
the inhabitants of the fastnesses into whieh 
thi^ endeavoured to penetrate. At leagtlk' 
on the rapid advance of Montrose^s army, 
his advanced guard »nd the outpo&ts oi 
Argyle became aware of each od^^s pfA- 
senGe» and after exchanging a few mu&efi 
shots and arrows, fell back to tbeir res|^ 
tive main bodies, to convey iateUige^ce 
and receive orders. 8 
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' 8k Danonn CftonpbeH, atid Auchenbreck, 
instafitly thitew tbemselves on horseba^ck, 
in drder to visit the state of the outposts ; 
and the Marquis of Argyle maintained his 
character of eotnmander- in-chief with fe- 
ptttation^ by makiiKg a respectable arrange- 
ment of his forces in the plmn, as it was 
crrldent diat they might now expect a;^ night 
alarniy or an 'attack in the mdrntng at ikr- 
thesb Montrose had kq>t his forces so 
canfiiMitiify within the defiles of the moun*^ 
tain, tfaftt nd ^brt which Auchenbreck^ 
Ardettvohr thought it prudent to attempt, 
could ascertain his probable strength^. 
^Sbey were aware, however, that, at tbelitt *. 

most computation, it must be infeirior t0 
their own, and they returned to Ar^le to 
inAtttif hikn of the amount of their observai- 
tioitS) font that noblemim refused to b^ 
lieve that Montrose coutd be in pr^^nce 
himself^ He said, ^< It ws» a madi^iess, of 
wMtb evenf James' Graham, in his height tff 
presumptuous phrenzy, wsls incapable ; and 
he doubted not that their march was only 
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impeded by their Micient ^oemiest 61eiiq>, 
KeppcK^f and Glengary ; and perhaps M*« 
Vourigh, with his M^Phersoos, might have 
asseonbled a; force, which he knew miMit be 
greatly inferior in nnmbers to his Qwn» and^ 
whom, thdrefore» he doubted not to dis- 
perse by force, or by terms of capitulation.'^ 
The spirit of Argyte's fpUaw^s was hfgii^ 
breathing vengeance for the <ttsasters which 
their country had so lately undfirgdne ; and 
the night passed in anxious hoqpes that the 
morning might dawn upon their vesg^anee^ 
The outposts of either aifmy kf pt a caoefnl 
ivfatch, and the solditfs of i^gyle sMpt in 
^ ordw of battle whai;h they w^e iitnt.to 
occupy. 

. A pale dawn had scarce begun to tinge 
th« tops of these im^mepsemoimtainsy when 
t)ie leaders of bo(h arimes prepared for >the 
business of the day. It was the second of 
February, 1645.6* The cUnsmen of Argyle 
were arranged in two lines, not, far from 
the angle betweon the river aod^he Igke, 



^nd made an, nf^earance. equally ]:esoliite 
and foffiijdable. Auahenbreck would wil- 
lingly have . cOTaaieiLced ikp battle by aa 
attock ofi the out-poats of the fiwte^r but 
Argyle» with more cautious, policy^; pxef^- 
red reqeiving to makiog the onset* Signals 
were^soon he^rd* that they wpuld not loiig 
wait for it in vain. The Campbells could 
diiiUogpifth* in the gftrge oftbe.ipouiitMnsi 
t^e. w^'^tMOiea of various dans^ as they ^ 
vanc^d to the ofiset* That, of the Cwxe-^ 
rons, which J>ears^. the o]|)ipQua.word£f» ad* 
dressed to the wolves and. ravens, /* Come 
to me, and I will giive> you. flesh/'- was loud* 
ly re-echoed froQ^ their .native glens« In the 
language of the Highland bards, the war 
Voice of Glepgary was not silent > and the 
gutl^rio^ tunies of oth^r tribe^ could be 
plainly distinguished, as tb^y successively 
caii^e lip to the extrenuty of the passes 
from which they were to descend into the 
plain. 
«< You stee^'' S9id 4rgyle to his kiiismen> 
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" it is as I said, we have only to deal m%W 
our neighbours ; James Graham has not' 
ventured to shew us his banner,^ ^ 

At this moment there resounded from the 
gorge of the pass a lively fiouiisfa of trump- 
et!^ in that note with which it was the ani 
eieiit Scottish fashion to salute the f&fai 
standard. \ . . / f 

' ^ You may hear, my lord, the signal,'^ 
said Sir 'Dmfican Campbell, <^ that he who 
preteiids to be the King's Lieuteriant, tnustf 
be in person among these men.'* 

^ Aiid' has probably horse with hims^ 
mid Auchenbreck, ^* which I could noi 
have aniScipafed. But shall we look pate 
for that, ' my lord, when we have foes to 
fights and wrongs to revenge P 

Argyle was silent, and looked upon faii 
armi Which hung in a sash, owing to a fill! 
which he had sustained in a preceding 
march. 

** It is true," interrupted ArdenVohl% 
eagerly ; « my Lord of Argyle, you are dia-> 
abled from using either sword or pistol ; 
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yjm must nIdTe ob board tlie gB&eyiH^jeiA 
Ufe is pKscioiis to U8 a»a head**-*your hand 
caemnot be useful to us as a soldier.'' 
^ ^ No^'* said Argyl«^ pride contending 
\iiHh irreiK^tiony " it shall i^ver be said 
tlnat Ifled before Montrose; if I cannot 
igh^ I will at least die in tb^ midst of m^ 

ehildrent'' 

Several other principid chiefs of the 
Canpbettii with one voice, conjured and 
obtested their chieftain to leave them for 
that day to the leading of Ardenvohr and 
Afichenbreck, and to behold the conflict 
firom a distanise and in si^ty«««^We danfe 
not stigmatize Aigyle with poltroonery 
•it^ort though his life was marked by no 
ac^on of bravery, yet he behaved with so 
moeh composure and dignity in the &ial 
and closing scene, that his conduct upon 
^die present and similar occailions, should be 
rather imputed to indecision than to want 
of courage. But when the small still voice 
within a man-s own iMreast, which teUs bini 
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'that hit life is of consequience tp biiQself,^;^ 
fb^onded by that pf numbers, around hinit 
who assure him that it is of equ^ advanjtage 
to the public, history aflK^rds many exam- 
ples of men ^more habituaUy daring than 
Argyle, who have coo^ulted self-pr^serya* 
tion when the temptations to it weiip so 
powerfully increased* 
. ** See him on board, if you will| 3ir Dun- 
can," said Auchenbreck to his kinsman; ^' X 
mu^t prevent this spirit frpm^spc^ading fui^ 
tiier amppg u?/' 

So saying, he thre^w hin^setf among the 
nupiks, entreating comipanding, a^d co|:yQ- 
ring the soldiprs, toremember their anci^Ol: 
fWne ^nd their present superiorify } the . 
wrongs they had to revenge, if successfult 
and the fate they had to^ dread, if vanquislv 
ed i and imparting to every bosQm ^ ppr- 
tion of the fire >yhioh glowed in his owff* 
Slowly, meanwhile, and apparently with rer 
luctance, Argyle suffered himself to be 
forced by bis officious kinsmen^ tP the 
verge of the lake, and was transported on 
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board of a galley, from the deck of which 
he surveyed with mora safety than credit 
the scene which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, not* 
withstanding the urgency of the occasion^ 
stood with his eyes rivetted on the boat 
which bore his chieftain from the field of 
battle. There were feelitigs in his bosom 
which could not be expressed ; for the cha- 
racter of a chief was that of a father, and 
the heart of a clansman durst not dwell 
upon his failings, with critical severity aa 
upon those of other men. Argyle, too, 
harsh and severe to others, was generous 
and liberal among his kinsmen, and the 
noble heart of Ardenvohr was wrung with 
bitter anguish, when he reflected to what 
interpretation his present conduct might 
subject him. . , 

. <« It is better it should be so," said he to 
himself, devouring his own emotion ; *• but 
of his line of a hundred sires, I know 
not one who would have retired while the 
banner of Diarmid waved in the wind 1" 
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A loud shout DOW compelled him to tun^ 
and to hasten with all dispatch to his post^ 
which was on the right flank of Arg^|e's 
little army. 

The retreat of Argyle had not passed 
unoltserved by his watchful . enemy, who, 
occupying the superior ground, could mark 
every circumstance which passed b^low. 
The movement of three o^ four horsemen 
tQ the rear shewed that those who retreat- 
ed were men of rank, r ' 

<« They are going," said Dalgetty, ^* to 
put their horses out of danger, like prudent 
cavaliers. Yonder goes Sir Duncan Camp- 
bell, riaing a brown bay gelding, which i; 
had marked for my own second charger.'' 

** You are wrong. Major," said Mon- 
trose, with a bitter smile, *^ they are saving 
their precious chief ••^— Give the signal for 
assault instantly— send the word througli 
the ranks. — Gentlemen, noble Chiefs, Glen- 
gary, Keppoch, M*Vourigh, upon them in- 
stanlly !— Ride to M^Ilduy, Major Palgetty, 
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and tell him to cbarge» as he loves Locha- 
ber^f^Mtum and bring our handful of horse 
to my standard. Thej shall be plm::e4 with 
the Irish as a reserve." 
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CHAPTER XI. 



As meets a rock a thousand waves^ so loisfiul met Loeh^ 
lin. OssjAN. 



Th£ trumpets and bag-pipes', tbo^ efa- 
morous harbingers of blood and deaths at 
once united in the signal for onset, which 
was replied to by the cry of more than two 
thousand warriors, and the echoes of the 
mountain glens behind them. Divided into 
tliree bodies, or columns, the Highland 
followers of Montrose poured from the de- 
files which had hitherto concealed them 
from their enemies, and rushed, with the 
utmost deta*mination upon the Campbells, 
who waited their charge with the greatest 
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^rmness. Behind these chaining colomiis 
marched in Une the Irish^ under ColkittOf 
intended to form the reserve. With them 
^as the royal standard, and Mcmtrose him* 
self} and on the €anks were s^out fifty 
liorse, under Dalgetty, which by wonder* 
ful exertions had been kept in some sort 
^t for service. 

The right column of royalists was led 
by Glengary, the left by Lochiel, and the 
<rentre by the Earl of Menteith, who pre* 
ferred fighting on foot in a Highland dress 
to remaining with the cavalry. 

The Highlanders poured on with tbe 
proverbial fury of their cQuoby^ firing 
their guns, and discharging their arrows^ 
at a little distance from the ^nemy, who 
received the assault with the most deters 
^ned gallantry. Setter provided with 
musquetry than their enemies, sti^oi^ary 
also, and therefore taking the mi^re deci^ 
nive aim, the fire of Argylefs foUowars was 
more destrirctive than that which they sus- 
tained. The dans, pereeiving this, rushedk 
to close quarters, and succeeded on two 
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points in tbrowiBg their enemies into dis* 
order. With regular troops this must have 
achieved a victory ; but here Highlanders 
were opposed to Highlanders, and the na« 
ture of the weapons^ as. well as the agilily 
of those who wielded them, was equal on 
both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly desperate & 
tod the clash of tbe swords and axes, as 
they encountered each other» or rung upoti 
the targets^ was mingled with the short» 
wild, animating shrieks with which H^(h* 
landers accompany vident exertion of any 
ktnd* Many df the foes opposed were per« 
sonatty. ai:qiiaipted» and sought to match 
themsdvdi with each other from motives 
of hatred, or a more generous emulation 
of valour. Neither party would ?etreat 
aa inch,, while the place pf those who 
fell (and they fell fast on both sides) was 
eagerly supplied by others, who thronged 
to the front of danger* A steam^^ like 
that which arises from a seething. fisldront 
rose ipto the thin, cold, frosty air, and ho- 
vered abov« tbe combfttants# . 
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So Stood, the fight on the right wd thd 
centre, with no immediate consequeMe, 
except mutal wounds and death. 

On the right of the Campbells, the 

Knight of Ardenvohr obtained some ad^ 

Tantage, through his militai^ skill and by 

strength of numbers. He had moved for^ 

waid obliquely the extreme flank of his line 

at the inataist the Royalists were dbout to 

close, so that they sustained a fire at once on 

frcmt and in flank, and, dei^ite the utmost 

eflSorts of their leader, were thrown into 

some confusion* At this instant, Sir Dm*. 

can Campbell gave the wwd to'eharge, «iil 

thus unexpectedly made the attack at the 

very moment he seemed about to receive 

it. Such a change of circumiAaiKses is idw 

wi^s discouraging, and often &tal. But 

the disorder was remedied by tjbe advance 

of the Irish reserve, whose heavy and sues- 

tained fire compelled the Knight of Ar^ 

denvobf to forego bis advantage, and con* 

tent biaiseif with repulsing his enemy. The 

Marquis in the meanwhile,^ availing himself 

of some scattered birch trees^ as wdl as of 
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the mi6ke produced^by the dos&fire of dM^'^ 
Irfeh-musqaetrjr^' which concealed the opi^^ 
ration^ called upon Dalgetty to follow Hm 
with the horse, and wheeling round so aa> 
to gain tiie right flank and even the rear of 
the enemy, he commanded his six trumpet^/ 
to sound the charge. The clang of the ba««( 
valry trumpets, and the noise of the galiopi 
i«g of the horse, produced an effect upoir- 
Argyle** right wing which no other soumk 
could have imfwessed them wfth. TJne "' 
mountaineers of that period had a super* 
stitious* dread of the war»horse, like that 
entertained by the Peruvians^ and had 
many strange ideas respecting the mannei* 
in which that animal was trained to comfaab : 
When, therefore, they found their ra&kar 
imexpectedly broken, aftd th^t theobj^£ts 
of their greatest terror were suddenly ift 
the midst of them, the panic, in ' npiit of* 
Sk Duncan's attempts to stop it, became v 
universal. Indeed, the figure of Msrjor ^ 
I>algetty alone, sheathed in imp6netrabl6 
«rmour, and making his horse caracole and 



iNNiadt mtmto give weight to every blow 
whmh he struck^ wouH have been a murelt 
iy 10 kself sufficient to terrify those who 
had never seen anythiag more oearly re* 
HaabUag such a cavaliert than a sMtjf wad« 
dling under a Highlander far bigger than 
itBd£ The repulsed Rosralists returned to 
|he diarge$ the Irish, keeping their ranks, 
maiol^ined a fire equally cipse and dea^ruc« 
^e» Hiere was no sustaining the fight 
longer. Argyle's fi^llowers began to break 
and fiyi moaft towards the l^ke, the remain- 
der in different directions. The defeat of 
the right wing» of itself decisive, was ren« 
dered kreparable by the death of Auchen* 
breek, w^p fell while endeavouring to re- 
store order. 

The Knight of Ardanvohr, with two or 
three hundred men, all gentlemen of de- 
ab^t and distingitished gaUantry, endea* 
vouredy with pnavailiiig heroism^ ^ to covet 
the tumultuary retreat of the common file. 
Their resoUiiion pnly proved fatal to thetfii* 
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selves, as they were ' charged • again and 
again by fresh adversaries, and forced se- 
parate from each other, until at length theii- 
\iim ^seetned only to be to purchase an ho- 
nourable death by resisting to the very 
last. 

,** Good quarter, Sir Duncan," called out 
Major Dalgetty, when he discovered hi* 
late host) with one or two others, defend* 
ing. himself againfst several Highlanders; 
and, to enforce his offer, he rode upto him 
with his sword uplifted. Sir Duncan's te^ 
ply was the discharge of a reserved pistol, 
M^hich took effect not on the person of 
the rider, but on that of his gallant horse, 
which, shot through the heart, fell dead 
under him. Ranald Ms^cEagh, who was 
one of those who had been pressing Sir 
Duncan hard, took the opportunity to cut 
him down with his broad- sword j as he lum- 
isd from him in the act of firing the pistol.' 

Allan M'Atilay came up at this moment. 
They were, excepting Ranald, followers df 
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Jiis brother who were engaged on that part 
of thfe field, " Villains !" he said,/ " which 
ofyouhas dared to do this, whenitwasfny 
rpositive order that the Knight of Arden- 
»vobr should be taken alive ?" . 

Hal£a*dozen of busy hands, which were 
efiuiloudy employed ih. plundering the falL- 
en; Knight, whose^rms and accoutrements 
were of a magnificence befittii^ his quality^ 
instantly forebore the occupation, and half 
tiier number o£ voices exculpated, .them- 
selves, by laying the blame. on the SkyC'- 
manVastfaey. called Ranald MacEagh. ' 
.; *• Dbg of an Islander !" said Allan, fojS- 
getting, in his wrath, their prophetic bro^ 
tberfaaod, << follow the cbace, and harm 
J»m no farther^ unless you mean to die by 
my.hand.'^ They were at this moment left 
almost alone ; for Allan's threats had forced 
his^own clan from the spot, and all around 
had pressed onwards: towards the lake, car^ 
iiyittg befm*e them noise, terror, and confu*. 
aioa, and leaving behind only the dead and 
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djing; The tnomtai wn temptiBgtiyiiM^ 
Stgh'8 vengtfttl BpmL^^fJh^ I OmM 
die by yo«r hMdt »d uM k with the UmI 
#f my UDdmd^" said he^ tfisurering tlnp 
tbreit of Alfaui in a toae n menacii^ as 
kis ewn, ^ it not aaore likely than ^bat you 
abduld fail by wmK.'\ With that, he atiiiok 
nt M^Anlay witii aueh unespected nadyU 

aoiti tba* I^ I^ aearce time to teMBO^ 
^le blow with Im target. — 

^ Villain I'*, said AUan^ in asMoirimeiil^ 
^ wtutt meam thb r 

** I am Badaidof tbeMidt,'*an«WMrd4li9 
idesman, repeatii^ the blow j and, wiA th%t 
word, they engaged in ^dose and fofiMP 
Miiffict. It seemed to be decreedt that in 
Allan M^ Auky had arisen the avenger of 
his jiiother's wrongs upon this wild tnbe^ 
as was provad by the issue <of the^pifssenty 
i». welt as: of fwomv cdmbats. A&er *vf^ 
eliai^ng a &wUowa,iRanaldMacBaghwaa 
pnstratedby a deep wound on the shall; 
and M^Aulay,' s^itinf his footoa him^.a^ 
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^bMtt to {NisB Uie broadstvord through h|i 
hoiy^ whm the poiot of die weapon wns 
fltriick up bj a third party, who suddenly 
interposed. This was no other than Majjor 
Didgetiy, wbo» stunned by the fall, and eo* 
t^ambered by the dead body of his faofifi, 
ited'noW redoverec) his legs and his under- 
standing.* ^ Hold up your sword,** said he 
toMfAulay, ^aod prejudice this ptiMn 
no fartlier, in respect that he is here: in my 
shfe conduct, and in his Excellency's ser- 
\ice } and in regard that no hooopinUe 
ttvalier is at Uberty, by the law iMCtiid, to 
avenge his owti private injuries, jCo^grna^^ 

'^ Fool!" said Allan, "^ atand aside, and 
dare not to come between the tiger and his 
prey.*' 

• Butt far frdm quittkig his pointy Dal^^ 
stept aeross^the fallen body ot* MacEagb^and 
give Allan to nftderstand, that if heostt- 
ied himself a ttgen he was likely, at |np» 
tent^ to tad a lioki ia Us patiu . Tlien w» 
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quired no more than the gesture and tone 
of defiance to turn the whole rage of the 
military Seer against the person who ^as 
opposing the course of his vengeance, and 
blows were instantly exchanged without 
farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Allan and MacEagh had 
been unnoticed by the stragglers around, 
forthe person of the latter was known to 
few of Montrose's followers ; but the scuffle 
betwixt Dalgetty and him, both so well 
known, attracted instant attention ; ^ and 
fortunately, among others, that of Montrose 
himself, who had come for the purpose of 
gathering together his small body of horse, 
and following the pursuit down Loch- Eif. 
Aware of the fatal consequences of dissen- 
sion in his little army, he pushed his horse, 
up to the spot, {^nd seeing MacEagh on the 
ground, and Dalgetty in the attitude of' 
protecting him against M'Aulay, his quick - 
apprehension instantly caught the* catise 
of quarrel, and as instantly devised means 
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to Stop it << For shame/' he said» << gentle- 
men cavaliers, brawling together in so glo- 
rious a field of victory !— Are you mad ? Or 
are you intoxicated with thQ glory which 
you have both this day gained ?" 

' "It is not my fault, so please your Ex- 
cdlency," said Dalgetty. " I have been 
known a honus socms^ a ban camarado^ in* 
all the ' services . of Europe ; but he that 

touches a man under my safeguard"-^ 

, << And he," said Allan, speaking at the 
same .time, 5' .who dares to bar the course 
of my just vengeance"— , • 

J ^*:For shame, gentlemen," again repeat-, 
ed Montrose; " I have other business for 
you both, — business of deeper import- 
ance than any private quarrel, whjch you 
may easily find a more fitting time tosettle« 
For yoU| Major. Dalgetty, kneel down," 

« Kneel !" said Dalgetty j " I have not 
learned to obey that word of 'command, 
saving when it is given from the pulpit. In 
the Swedish, discipline* the front-rank do 
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iodeod kiiMl» bvt duly wh<en th« it^^nrimt 
is diaini lip aiK file4<«p/' 

<< NevefftbdeMs** repeated Mdntiros^«^ 
•f kneei'down» in the name of King Oharlea 
and of hi$ reproientatiVe.'^ 

When Da^ettyreluetanttyobeyed, Mdh« 
troie struck hifti alightiy 6n the- deck ytfifk 
the flat of fak sword, saying,*^^ In reirtrd 
of the gallant service of tiifa daj, and iti the 
name ahd aatfMNrky of oar soTereignt King 
Chailes, i dub tfiee kn^ht ; be brave; lo^l, 
Aid ifwtnnate* And now. Sir Dngald fittl» 
^tty, to jour dtt^ ' Coitect what horsifti^ 
Hten^^oa ct»^ and putsne sudi of die'cMe^ 
my as are flying down Uie side of llie Esfa^i 
Do tot disperse' your force, nor' venture 
too far ; but tidce heed to prevent their 
ndlykig^ which very Uttle exertion may do; 
Mofint then. Sir DugaU, antt do yeiif 
dutyi**' *' " ■* 

^* Bot what shrii I mount ?^ said the new- 
made chevaKer. ^ fbot Ontavus sleeps 

the bed of bonowr^ Uke bis immortal 
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IBpimlre ! .v^d Imi nudk » Iniglit^ «ri«> 
der» aa tiie High Diitcb hw ttt jmtr wImii 
.1 liaire< mil ttkane left ta ndeupoQ/ 

<^ lihot siudliiot be flttid,'* aDMcrad^ M 
tfoift dbmoimtmg ; ^ I fluikc fou t pra- 
temt^of nyowD, which hm been tbovg^t a 
gMd ooe ; mdy prey y0«». reeiieie the duty 
yptt^diaehMge to weU.** 
^ With maoy eekmowledgflMntUb Sir I>»- 
|pdd QKMinted tho steed m Uberelfy be- 
ftowedttfioQ himi end lufy beicsfcbing his 
ibweUeiu^ttoKiiiember that^M«e^|i^ mm 
under bUaafe.ocmdyct^ Imaiadiately bcfpii 
to exeeute the orders ass^oed to hiai» witb 
gptSLt teal and alacrity^ 
. H And you, AUan H< AuJsgi**': said Mqiu 
troie» addressing the H^h^iider» ^idno^ 
kaniog his sword^poiiit 99 the gm^mi^ 
bad rcigarded the ceremony of b» aotego* 
nisfs knightiiood ivith a sneer of st41ea 
s($imi»<M*^ you# wbo a^e superior to, the or. 
dlnary men led by t^e paltry motives of 
pltmderi^ and pay, and poionail distinctioo^ 

hi 
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—you, whose deep knowledge renders you: 
9o valuable a counsellor, — ^ts it .y(m whom*!* 
find striving with a man like Dalgettyi for 
the privilege of trampling the remains *of 
life but of so contemptible an enemy as li^s 
there? Come, my friend, I have otiier 
work for you. This victory, skilfully i«i» 
proved, will win Seaforth to our party. It 
is not disloyalty, but despair of the gdod 
cause, that has induced him to take armv 
against us. These arms, in this moment of 
better augury, he may be brought to unite 
with ours. I send my gallant friend, Colo- 
nel Hay, to him, from this very field of 
battle, but he must be united in commis- 
sion with a Highland gentleman of- rank, 
befitting that of Seaforth, and of tsdent» 
and of influence such as may make. an kn* 
pression upon him. You are not only.in 
fevery respect the fittest for liiis niost'im«- 
portant mission, but, having no immediate 
c0mmand, youir presence may be m0t» 
easily spared than that of a Girief whose 



fdUolriQg' is in the ^Id. You know every 
pass and ^n in the Highlands, as weU at 
tlie mantiers and customs of every tribe. 
Goiherefpre to Hay, on the right wing; 
he has instructions^ and expects you. You 
wiU find him with Glenmorrison's men ; 
Be his guide^ his interpreter, and his coU 
league." 

AUan M'Aulay bent on the Marquis a 
dark and penetrating glance, as if to ascer- 
tain whether this sudden mission was not 
conferred for some latent and unexplained 
purpose, l^ut Montrosei skilful in searching 
the iQOtives otDth^Sj was an equal adept in 
c(Nic«aling his own. He considered it as 
of the last consequence, in this moment of 
eiMhusiasm and exalted passion, to remove 
AUan' from the <;amp for a few days, that 
h«: flight pdrovide, as his honour required, 
foiL'the safety of those who had acted as his 
g\>kies,. when he trusted the Seer's quarrel 
wUh Dalgetty might be easily made up. 
Allan, at parting, only recommended to the 
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wJuHrt MoQtaMie ostantly dtiFMted bb life 
Goaveycd to a piaM ^-saAty* fite todk 
ilu^ nme precaiitkm fm'iybic^ icoiMoki^ 
tiog the latter, b^irevtr, to ft party of tte 
Ifiab, with diMcitiow tliat he Atuld hkto* 
l&en care of» but that jto UlgMaadar, of/aMjr 
clan, should have aectift to him* . \u. 

The Marquit then aiouatei] a liNl hai i c» 
whkii: iMt^ held t^ oat <if his atleaiiMl&^ 
aad' mde o» to view the scear of kk vk^ 
tpryt «hitih'Was«ior6 dedwre than e^ail 
his* ardent h^j^a had aittiaipatoii^ Of istei 
gyle^s gallMt araiy of three tfaonsaniiiMMit 
fidly oae^fattlf feM ia the faattie^ or ki'tlia 
fli^it. They htfdibatiicliieftydiiMm teak 
upon that paft (dif the pbte ^udmre the ffMt 
forma ao aagte with the lake^ so thM tlMMs 
i^as ao ftaeopeoii^ either £xr rMi»tet*x# 
escape* JShsaeral biiiidaedaweietfiifeedf&itD 
the bke aiid drowned. Of the sondvaMt 
aboot oae^hatf escaped liy smnsttittg dm 
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Hmt^TOihy Mi taiijr iighfc «Iob(|; tfe left 
bnak 0i the lake. The lemaiiidcr ^reli 
liiemsdves into the oM Cestle of In¥e»» 
lodij ; bnt being ivithout either provisions 
or hopeff oC rtHefy they were obliged to tur- 
wssoAtTj on condition of being suflfered to 
fotoim to their hotties in peace. Armi^ 
ammunition, standards, and baggage, att 
betame the prey of the conquerors. 
, Tbk was the greater disuter that ever 
befell the rue of Diarmid, as the Campi^ 
beUa were called in the Highlands ; it 
being generally remarked that thqr were u 
ftrtnnate in the issue of tiieir undertakii^s^ 
aa they were sagacioos in plamitt^, and 
eooiiageous in executing them. Of the nuflft* 
ber slain, neariy five hundred wore donm. 
soBstela, or gentlemen daiming descent 
fami known and respected houses. And, 
in the opinion of many df the clan, even 
this heavy loss was exceeded by the dis- 
gmce ariaing froih the inglorious conduct 
of their Chie^ whose galley weighed anchor 
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when the day was'lost, and sailed down the 
lake with all the speed to which sails and 
oais could impel lien 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Paint the din of battle bray'd. 

Distant down tho boUow wind ; . , . 

War and terror fled before, 

Wounds and death remained behind. 

PlEKBOSS. 

■ . • ' ■ • • ■» 

- Montrose's splendid success over his 
powerful rival was not attained without 
some loss, though not amounting to the 
tenth of what he inflicted . The obstinate va- 
lour of the Campbells cost the lives of many 
brave men of the opposite party j and 
more were wounded, the chief of whom was 
the brave young Earl of Menteith, who had 
commanded the centre. He was but light- 
ly touched however, ' and made ra^r a 
gr^c^ful than a terrible appearance when he 



pfesratod to his general the standard iC| 
Aiigyle, which he had taken fram the standi 
ard>bearer with his own hand» and slain him 
bfi single combat. Montrose dearly loyed. 
his noble kinsman, in whom there was con*, 
spicttous a flash of the generous, romantic 
disinterested chivalry o£ th^ old heroic 
times, entirely different from the m^fcenaff 
rjr, calculating^^. tQdJidfish Qharaetet which 
the practice of entertaining metcemsy^^ 
troops had introduced into most parts of 
Europe, iind of which degeneracy Scotland^ 
who furnished soldiers of fortune for tbesei^ 
irice of alm<»t every nation, had been eontih. 
iftinated with a more than usual share. Mcii* 
trose, whose native spirit was congenial, al» 
tiidugh experience had taught him how to 
a^tl iiimself of the motives of others used 
to Menteith neither the language of prase 
nor of promise, but clasped him to his bosom 
as he exclaimed, *\ My gallant kinsman f* ^ 
And by this burst of heartfelt i^p)aiise 
was Meritdth thrilled with a warmer glow qt 
delight, than if his praises had been record* 

11 
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ed i6 ft report of tbe action «ent directly to^ 
Ihe throne of his sovereign* 

^ Nothing,* he said, « my lord, now 
aeems to remain in which I can render any 
assistance, permit me tolook afler a duty 
of humanity— *tfae Knight of Ardenvohr, as 
I am told, is our prisonert and severely 
wounded.** 

<* And wett he deserves to be w/* said 
Sir Dugald Dalgetty, who came up to dieot 
at that moment with a prodigious addition 
of acquired importaiMe, ** since he shot my 
gobd horse at the moment &at I was ofieri* 
ing him honourable quarter, which, I murt 
ni^eds say, Was done mOife like an ignorant 
H^hland Caterah, who has not senseenot^h 
to erect a sconce for the protection of hia 
old hurley-house of a castle, than like a 
soldier of worth and quality." 

^ Are we to condole with you tben,*^ 
said Lord Menteith, *« upon the loss of the 
famed Oustavus ^V 

<^ £ven so^ my Ibrd^** answered the soldier 
with a deep sigh, «< JDiMi ckmiit Mjf^ 
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muntf ds we said at the Marescbal College 
of Aberdeen. Better so than be smothered* 
like a cadger's potiey in some'flow-moss, or 
snow-wreatli^ which was like t» be his fiite if: 
tHis winter campaign htsted longer. But it 
has pleased his Excellency (making an in- 
clination to Montrose,) to supply his.plabe^ 
by the gift of a noble steed, whom I have 
taken the freedom to nam^ < Ldyaity'i He- 
t>urd^' in memory of this celebrated occa*- 
i^oiv.'' .; ; 

\ ** I hope,** said the Marquis, " youll- 
find Loykliy^s Reward^ since you calLhim. 
to, praLcti'sed in. all the;duties^f the field ,-^ 
but I miistjust hint to you^ that at this 
time, in Scotland, loyalty is more frequent- 
ly irewarded with an halter, than with * an 
horse." . . c 5 • 

" A hem ! ^oiir-£xcdiency is pleased to 
b.e fak^etious*' ' Loyalt3^s Reward is aa per- 
feti; as GustayuB in all his exercises, and^of 
a far finer figure. Marry 1 his social quaUi 
ties 'are less .cultivatd^9 in resipect hie. has 
lus|)t tilV'iWtw infenor coppany^'' 
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"Not meaning "his Excellency the Gtene- 
ral, I hope/* said Lord Ment^ith. " For 
shame, Sir Dugald !'* 

• ** My lord/^ answered the Knight grate- 
ly, *• I am incapable to mean anything so^ 
utterly misbecoming. What I asseverate is, 
that his Excellency having the same^ inter- 
course* with his horse during his exercise, 
that he hath with his soldiers> when train- 
ing them, may form and break either ta. 
every feat ofwar which he chooses to prac-* 
tice, and accordingly that this nOble charger, 
is admirably managed. But as it is the ki- 
tercoAirse of private life that formeth. the so-^ 
ciai character, so I do mot apprehend that of' 
the sifigle soldier to be much polished, by: 
the conversation of tlie corporal or the ser- 
geant, or that of Loyalty's Reward tohavfe 
been much dulcified, or ameliorated, by the> 
society of his Excellency's groom!^, who Be* 
stow more oaths, and kicks, and'thum{5s,' 
than kindness or caresses; upon .the ahimalsi 
entrusted to their charge, whereby many a 
generous quadruped, rendered" j^s it wertf 
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mifltttfiiropici maniferts ^arifig the rei^ldf 
hb life a greater tfesire to kick ai^ Ute kis 
master^ than to lote and to honotilr bim.^ ' 

«< Spoken Qke an oracle^"^ Mid Montrose. 
^ Were there an academy fw the ediica- 
tk>n of horses to be annexed to the Mare- 
wAtl College of Aberdeesi; Sir Dttgdd 
Dalgetty alone rikoidd fill fte chftir.^ 

« Because, Imng an ass;** said MetaCel^^ 
aside to the Geheral^ ^ tb^e wouiil ht 
tome distant rdation between the ptofess- 
or and the studentsJ* 

^ And now, witii y6ur Exeelltocy't per« 
ndssion,'* said the new*made Ktiight, ^*1 
am going to pay my last visit to the te^ 
tnains of my old companion in arms.* ' 

^ Not with the purpose of going through 
die cjeremoniat of interment^** said tM Mar- 
quis, who did not know how far Sir Du* 
gald's enthusiasm might lead him ; ^ coir* 
sider, our brave fellows themselves will hav« 
but a hasty burial.** 

^ Your Excellency wiH piodon m^^"* said 
Balgetty ; ^ my purpose is less romanticw 



I go to dmde poor Ontaviu^ ligii^ jrUb 
Ibe fymU (ii JieMeii» lMv»g tbe i^fli Ip 
thewr ami ntemog to mjrtelf his bii^ 
iriucht Ml token of tftct^oftto naiMi. 
brance, I pw^ptie to form into ft oisioek 
ftBd tfowMM, after Uie Tartar &ihiao». to 
lie worn -wilder aatjr armonr^ in, respect ai|r 
nether garments are at present slmmeibllir 
the WQise #Mr* the wear* Alaal poor Gne- 
tavtti^ nliy didst Ihou not live nt least one 
hmr more, to have borne the honouead 
waght of knighthood t^on thy losn&i'* 

He was now turning awaj^ wheii the 
Marquis called after htn^^-«*< As yonaae 
not Itkely to be anticipated in this act of 
fcindaessy Sir Dugald^ to your idd fiiea4 
end^MMnpanion^ I trust/' said the Manpu^ 
^< yen will firat estist mei and ow prhieipal 
fidwods, to discnsiisottie of Argyle's g!Md 
cbeer^ of which we have fywfd abtmdsnoe 
in tbe Castle.** 

^ Most willingly, please your £xcellm# 
cyt^ said Sir Dugald ; ^ as meat, and mass 
never hinder wodc. ypiy indeed, am I afraid 
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that the wolves or eagles will bc^a an o$- 
^Avoight oa Gustavus to*Q]ght» tn regsird 
:^re is^so much better cheer lying all 

arouod.^'^Bttty" added he, *^ as I am to meet 
Amx3 honourable knights of £0g1and9 with 
^others of the. knightly degree in your lordr 
^p*8 army, I i»ay it may be explaioed to 
thetti, that now^ and in future* I claitn pse* 
*cedence> over them all; in respect of my 
xapk asa Banheret, dubbed in a field iof 
itidcken.battle." 

;<< The devil confound him !" said MJou* 
jtrose, speaking adde; ** he has contrived 
cto'set the kiln qn fire as fast as I put it out^ 
>--*»This is a point. Sir Duga)d/' said he^ 
gravely addressing liim* '^ which I shall 
xMerve for his Mdjeai^y^ express cqnsi^ter* 
atpn : in my camp, all must be upon equa- 
lity^iike the Knights of the Round Table.; 
an4- take their places as soldiers should^ 
upon the principle of, first come first ser« 
ved.*' 

< i* Then I shall take care," said Meo« 
t^tb apart to the Mar(juis> *' that Don ]>tt« 
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gald is not first in place to' day. — Sir Du- 
:g9ld,^; ^ded .ht^ raising i his voice, fVas 
you say your wardrobe is Out : of. repair, 
|iad you not bbtter go to the. enemy's bag- 
..glig^ yQnder> over which, there. is a gOarfl 
placed:?.! saw.thepa take out an exoellent 
buff suit, embroidered in. front in. silk and 
silver." •.:»:•• 

, /? Fota^ a jDio» ! as the Spaniard says,*? eX- 
datmed the Major, ** and. some beggarly giV 
ly may get it while I. stand prating befe."! 

The prosp^t of booty haying-. at qnce 
.driven out of his head both Gustavus and 
the provant, he set spurs ^ Loyalty'a B^er 
ward, and rode off Ihiiough the field of 
battle. 

" There goes th.e hound,"^aid Menteith, 

<< bj?eaking the face, and tram pUng on the 

iKKty, of many . a better man thaQ himself; 

and as eager on his sordid ^oil as a vnU 

ture.itbat stoops upion .carrion.- Yet ♦his 

man ^ the . world calls a soldier-r-and you, 

my lord, seleot him as worthy of the hon 

Bours of cbivalryi if such they can at thia 

6 
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^ty be termed^ Too hme oMde the odlir 
ef knighdiood the ^coMtioo ef a neie 
Uood-bound*** ^ 

^ What can I do?" said MontrMe*. ^^ i 
had no bones to give hiioi and I oaiMt 
fidlow^e chase alone. Besidesy the4og 
iM good qoaMtietk^ 

«* If nature has given him such," said 
Memdth, ^ habit has converted tiiem ilito 
feeliags oi intense selfishness* He eoagr 
be puncUlioas concerning his re|XuMio9^ 
and brave in the execution of his dntgiv 
but it is onlj because wisbont tiiese qui^* 
Mes he cannot rise in service j^vnajr, his 
very benevolence is selfish ) he roay.defeail 
his companion while he kept his fee^ but 
the instant he is down. Sit Dugald v3l 
be as ready to esse him of his fi»rM^ as 
he is to ccmvert the skin of^Osstavus into 
a buff jerkHi** 

^ And yet, if all <Ms wet e trae^ ^osuiayT 
answered Montarbs^ ^ there iS'^sometMng 
convenient in commanding a sohtteft npSii 
whose motives and springs ^ aetSanyBH 



« 

ow^mdate to mtftbemiitical ceitatnty. A 
Am ipirifi like jrows^ my eouftin, a)i?e to a 
thousand sensations to whicb this manli ia 
as impervious as his cors)et,-~it is for thmta 
lSkmt th}' friend must feel^ while be gives his 
adidce;f' Throt sudd^y changing hi» tone^ 
be asked Menteith when he had seen An* 
no^Lyle. 

*^ The young Bad ooiowed deeply, ob^ 
ans^erid, «^ ?^t since last evening.-^ex- 
cepting," he added, with hesitatioB, ^ for 
am moment, about b^lf an hour be&re 
the battle btgao."^ 

> «^ My dear Mentekb,'* said Montrose 
yety kiodly, ^ were yoilone offchegayca- 
Mtiera ctf Whitehall^ who arei in their way, 
as great self-seekers as our frfend Dalgetty, 
diould 1 need to plague you with, enquixing 
into such an amourette as this I it wf uld 
be an intrigue only to be laughed at But 
t)n»thQiMdofcnclifiiit]Banty wfaeaeoeii 
atnttg! aa aieel ace wrougbt oot of ladies' 
ftnnes^ and yon aoa exmstly tlia ^okiocd 
Ir ii gli l i to ^beaor ftttaraA Tbia|K)or^(t 
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exqinsitelj betatifuU and has talents fornix 
ed to captivate yoor romantic' lemperi<-^ 
You cannot think of injuring her*— yoii 
COMMON think of marrying her P' 

«< My lord;" refdi^ Menteith, " you 
have repeatedly urged this jest, ' for so I 
trust it is meant^ somewhat beyotid bounds. 
AnnotLyle is of unknown birth, — a captive, 
-^the daughter, probably, of some obscnre 
outlaw ; a dependant on the hospitality of 
the M^Aulays.'* 

•*Do not be angry, Menteith," said the 
Marquis, interrupting him ; ** you love the? 
classics, though not educated at Mareschal 
College J ^nd you may remember hour 
many gallant hearts captive beauty has 
subdued: — 

Mtyvit Ajacem Telamone natum^ 
Forma captiva, dominurn^ Tecmessse.— 

I 

In a word, I am seriously anxious about* 

this^-*^I should dot have time perhaps,"" he 

said very gravely, " to trouble you with 

my lectures oh the ^lubject, were your ieel- ' 

10 
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ings, and those of Annot, alone interested ;^ 
but you have a dangerous rival in Allan 
M'Aulay ; and there is no knowing to 
what extent he may carry his resentment* 
It is my duty to tell you that the King's 
service may be much prejudiced by dissen* 
sions betwixt you.'* 

** My lord," said Menteith, *« I know 
what you mean is kind and friendly ; I hope 
ypu will be satisfied when I assure you^ 
that Allan M^Aulay and I have discussed 
this circumstance ; and that I have ex- 
plained to him, that it is utterly remote 
from my character to entertain dishonour- 
able views concerning this unprotected fe- 
male ; so, on the other hand, the obscurity 
of her birth prevents my thinking of her 
upon other terms. I will not disguise from 
your lordship, what I have not disguised 
from M* Aulay,— that if Annot Ly le were 
born a lady, she should share my name 
and raiik; as matters stand, it is impos- 
sible. This explanation, I trust, will satis, 
fy your lordship, ai^ it has satisfied a jess 



r.easoDable. pex90D«" Montrose sfai:ugi^d 
bis 3houlders. 

«< And like true clxaropiow in rooianqe,'^ 
he 3gid^ " you have agce^idj^ that you a^^ 
both io >^'Ofship the saiiae mistress^, as ido- 
lajbors do the same ima^e^ and tbat neither, 
shall extend his pretensions, fuf their." 

" I. did not go SQ fer^ my km^"* aqawer- 
e4 Menteithf--^** I only said in the piieseot, 
circumstances^^ — and tliejre i& na prospect o£ 
their being qhangedfli-^I cowldt in di*ty to 
myself ^9d; family » stand in no^ i?eIatiQn;tj9^ 
Annot Lyle, but as» thati of ficiend or bcq* 
ther-^but your, Lordship must excuse uayei 
I have," said he, looking ait h» arjx^ round 
which be had tied his haodfc^cbief, ^ a 
slight hurt to aitend tp." 

*' A wound/' said MontiEQse,^ anixdoiislj/ } 
«< let me see it— -Alas^T he said^/* I shouUI. 
haye heard nothing o£ tbis^ had I not vei^^ 
tured to tent and sound another more 9^^ 
cret and more rankling one, Meniteitht I, 
am sorry for your-I too hav^ knorwn^-^but 
what avails it to awake sorrQwis^. whicl^ j^av^ 
long slumbered P* • 
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, Sd saying, he •shook hands with his noble 
kinstnan, and walked into the castle. 

Antiot Lyle, as was not unusual for fe- 
males in the Highlands, Was possessed of a 
slight degree of medical and even surgical 
skill. It may readily be believed that the 
profession of surgery, or medicine, as a se- 
parate art, was unknown, and the few rude 
rules which they observed wiere intrusted 
to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
casualties afibrded too much opportunity 
of acquiring experience. The care and at- 
tention, accordingly, 6f Annot -Lyle, her 
attendants, and others acting under her di- 
rection, had made her services extremely 
useful during this wild campaign. And 
most readily had these services been ren- 
dered to friend and foe, wherever they 
could be most useful. She was now in an 
apartment of the castle, anxiously superin- 
tending the preparation of vulnerary herbs, 
to be applied to the wounded j receiving 
reports from different females respecting 
tho&e undef their ^^ptirate charge, and di». 
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tribnting what means she had for their; re- 
lief, when Allan M*Aulay suddenly enter>^ 
ed the apartment. She started, for she 
had heard that he had left the camp upoa 
a distant mission ; and, however accustom- 
ed she was to the gloom of his counte- 
nance, it seemed at present to have even a 
darker shade than usual. He stood before 
her perfectly silent, and she felt the neeea* 
sity of being the first to speak. 

<^ I tliought,'' she said, with some eflbrt, 
<< you had already set out." 

^ My oompanioA awaits me," said Allan $ 
<< I go instantly •'* 

Yet stiU he stood before her, and held 
her by the arm^ vith a praiswe whicfa» 
though insufficient to give her pain, made 
her sensible of hit great personal strength, 
his hand closing on her like the gripe of a 
manacle. 

<< Shall I take the harp T she said, in a 
^mid voice ; *< is— is the shadow falling 
upon you ?" 

Instead of replying, he led her to the 
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^window of theapartmenty which command- 
ed' a view of the field of the slaiiii with all 
its horrors* It was thick spread with dead 
and wounded^ and the spoilers were busy 
tearing the clothes from the victims of 
war and feudal ambition, with as much in 
difference as if they had not been of the 
«aoie species, and themselves exposed, per-^ 
biqps^ to-morrow to the same fate. 

<« Does the sight please you V* said M*- 
Aulay. 

^ It is hideous/^ said Annot, covering 
her eyes with her hands ; <* How can you 
bid me look upon it ?** 

*^ You must be enured to it,'' said he» 
^* if you remain with this d^tined host-— 
you will soon have to search such a field 
for my brother's corpse— for Menteith's-«! 
for mine— but that will be a more indiflfer- 
ent task — ^You do not love me !'* 
' << This is the first time you have taxed 
jsie with unkindness," said Annot, weep* 
ing. " You are my brother— my preser 
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ver*-4sy protector-^-^aod can I then but 
iove you i But your hour of dsu'kti^gs ib 
approaching, let me fetch my harp! ** 

^ Remain/' said Allan, still holdiiig 
her fast ; ^' be my visions from heaven or 
hell, or from the middle sphere of diseia>- 
bodied spirits — 6t be they, as the Saxons 
hold, but the delusions of an overheated 
fancy, they do not now influence me; I 
speak the language of the natural^ df the 
visible world.r-Xou love not me, AnnOt-r- 
you love Meoteith-^by him you are be- 
loved again, and Allan is no more to yoa 
than one of the corpses which encumber 
yopnder heath." 

It cannot be supposed that this strange 
speech conveyed any new information to 
her wi)o was thus addressed. No woman 
ey^er lived who could not in the same cir^ 
cumstances have discerned loi^ since the 
state of lier lover's mind. But by thus sud- 
denly tearing off the veil» thin as it was^ Al«> 
Un prepared her to expect consequences 



violetit in proportion to the enthusiadm bf 
hid chmcter. She tnkiit ftn efiTort to repel 
the charge he had istated. 

«• You forget,*' 6he said, " your own 
worth and nobleness when you insult so 
very helpless a being, and one whom fftte 
has thrown so totally intd your power. You 
know who and what 1 ai!n, and how impos- 
sible it is thftt Mentelth or you c^n use hn^ 
gu^ge of affbction to me, beyond th&t bt 
friendship. You know from what unhap. 
pf race 1 have too probibly derived my 
existence.** 

<« I will not bdieve it,* said Allan, im- 
petuously; ** never flowed crystal drop 
from k polluted spring.* 

** Yet the very doubt," pleaded AnnOt^ 
•* Should make you fiyrbear to use thfa Ian- 
gunge to me.'* 

« I know,'' said M*Auky, ** it places ik 
biir between us-^but I know silsothat it ii. 
vided you not so insepat^biy from Menteith. 
-^H*ar me, my beloved Annol !— leave this 
scene of terron and danger—go with me 

MS 
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to Kititail— I will place you in tbe house 
of the noble Lady of Seaforth-^or you shall 
be removed in safety to Icolrakill, where 
aooie women yet devote themselves to the 
worship of Godi after the custom , of our 
ancestors." 

, *^ You consider not what j^ou ask. of 
me,'* replied Annot j **^to undertake such a; 
journey under your sole guardiansliip^; were. 
to. $liMBw me less scrupulous than maiden 
ought. . I will remain here,^ AUan-^here un-^ 
der the protection of the noble Montrose ; 
and when his motions next approach the 
Lpwlandsi I will contrive some proper 
meajQs (o relieve you of one,; who has, she 
knows not how, become an object of dis* 
like to you." . - 

Allan stood as, if uncertain whether to 
give way to sympathy with her distress,, or 
to anger at her resistance* * 

■ f' Annot," he said, " you know too well 
how little your words apply to my feelings 
lovf^ards you— but you avail yourself of your 
powet, and you rejoice in my departure^ as 
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removing a spy upon your intercourse with 
Menteith. But beware both of you,** he 
added, in a stern tone ; ^* for when was it 
ever heard that an injury was offered to 
Allan M^Aulay, for which he exacted not 
tenfold vengeance!" 

So saying, he pressed her arm forcibly, 
pulled the bonnet over his brows, and strode 
out of the apartment. 
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i-- ■ ■ CHAPTER Xm. 



After you're gone^ 



I grMT'aefiiJiiiua tHik My" beiirt^ «kcl 0eii^ 
Wb«t atirr'd it flo.«-Ala8.l I finud it \»y%, 
Yet fo frfnn lust^ for could I but have liTod 
lu presence of you^ I had had ikiy end. 

' PHItASTElt. 

Annot Ltle had now to contemplate 
the terrible gulph which Allan M'Aulay's 
open declaration of love and jealousy had 
made to open around her. It seemed as if 
she was tottering on the very brink of de» 
struction, and was at once deprived of 
every refuge, and of all human assistance. 
She had long been conscious that she loved 
Menteith dearer than a brother.; indeed^ 
how could it be otherwise^ considering 
their early intimacy»«*^the personal merit 
of the young noblemasi^^hia ttstduoud at* 
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tentions^-^and his infinite superiority » 
gentleness of didpositiot), ^nd gr&ce of maiL- 
ners, over the race of rude warriors with 
whom she lived ? But her affection was of 
that quieti timid, meditative cheraeter^ 
which sought rather a reflected share in the 
happiness of the beloved object, than form* 
ed more presumptuous or (faring hopes* A 
little Gadic song, in which she expressed 
her feelings, has been translated by the iti* 
genipus and unhappy Alexander M'Do^ 
nald ; and we willingly transcribe the 
lines:—. 

Wert thott, like we, iii life's W vale, 
Vfkh tbM how hhsty that hi VA dhan; > 

Widt th«« I'd fly trheratet g&le 
Coyi4 waft, or bounding galUy bear» 

But parted by severe 4eoreej 

far different must our fortunes prove ; 

'■-■-' May thioe be Joy^-eftbugh fbi* tri6 

Td fTMp Mrd ]^y r<^r Mtn Iloves 

The pangs this foolish heart must feol^ 
when hope shall be for ever flown> 
ifd iuli^ti murmur dhaff reveal, 
. lHaMBA mtfMrw eiw nwtu 
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*. 
N«M» *«ll I through Kfe*« weary j&e&rsi 

' Like a pate droo|)iQg mourner move^ 

. While I can think my s^cret^ tears. 

May wound the heart of him I love*^ 

V * » 

* 

The furious declaration of Allan had de- 
Stroyed the romantic plan which she had. 
formed, of nursing in secret her pensive 
tenderness, without seeking any other re- 
^uitftl. Long before this, she had dreaded 
AlUn, as miich as gratitude, and a sense 
that he softened towards her a temper so 
haughty arid so violent, could permit her 
to do ; but now she regarded him with un- 
alloyed terror, which a perfect knowledge 
of his dispositiop, and of his preceding his* 
tory, too well authorised her to entertain* 
WKlitevei' was in otheir respects the noble* 
ness of his disposition, he had never been 
known to resist the wilfulness of passion,— - 
he walked in the house, and in the country 
of his fathers, like a tamed lion, whom no 
one dardd to contradict, lest they should 
awaken his natural vehemence of passion. 
So many years had elapsed since be had 
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experienced contradiction^ or even expos* 
tulation, that probably nothing but tlie 
strong good sense, which, on all points» 
his mysticism excepted, formed the ground 
of his character, prevented his proving an 
annoyance and terror to the whole neigh* 
jbourhood. But Annot had no time to dwell 
Upon her fears, being interrupted by the en- 
trance of Sir Dugald Dalgetty. 
, It may well be supposed, that the scgney 
in which this person had passed his former 
life, had not much calculated him to shine 
in female society. He himself felt a sort 
of consciousness that the language of the 
barrack, guard- room, and parade, was not 
proper to entertain ladies. The only peace- 
ful part of his life had been spent at Mare* 
schal College, Aberdeen ; and he had for* . 
got the little he had learned there, ex* 
cept the arts of darning his oWn hose, and 
dispatching his commons with unusual ce*t 
lerity, both which arts had since been kept* , 
in good exercise by the necessity of fre^ 
q[uent practicct Still it w^s from aq im^ 



i80 TAttS Ot Mi tXHitiWnD. 

t 

j^rfiset recoltectioti of whut he had acquired 
dutiiig this pacific pcfioil, that he drew his 
Murces of cotirersation when ih company 
with wofnert; iti othet words, his language 

became pedantic when it ceastd to be ml- 
litaiy. 

« Mistress Annol Lyle/' said he, np6tt the 
present oceasion, ** I am jast now like the 

half.pike, or spontoon of Achilles, One end 
of which could wounds and the other cure 
*-*a property belonging neither to Spanish 
l^ke^ broWQ-bill, partisan, halbert, Loch- 
al^er'^axe, or any other modern staff weapon 
whatever/' 

This compliment he repeated twice i but 
B% Annot scaree heard him the first time, 
and did not comprehend hini the second, 
he was obliged to explain. 

«* I mean,'* he said, " Mistress Annot 
JLyk, that having been the means pf an ho. 
nOQMble knight receiving a severe woun^ 
Hi this day's condict,*-he haying pistotted, 
fOtnewhat against the law of arms, my ho^e, ^ 
which was nadied after the fmmortal khig' 



of Sweden-^I am d^rous of |)frocaring 
him such solacement as jiM, madam, can 
tafpply^ you being like the heathen god 
Jlscuhpius, (meaning possibly Apollo,) 
skilful not only in song and in music, but 
in the more noble art of chirorgery^^-^op^f^ 
qme per orbem dioor.*' 

*< If you would have the goodnesi^ to e». 
plain," said Annot, too sick at heart tDb e 
amused by Sir Bugald's airs of pedantic 
gallantry. 

«< Thaf» madam," replied the knight, 
^ may not be so easy, as I am out of the 
habit of construing-^^ut we shall try* JDi- 
cor, supply ego-^I am called**^ C^pi^r ? opL 
JerJ-^1 remember signi/er znd Jurei^^**^ 
but I believe cpifer stands in this place for 
M. D.| that is Doctor of Phytic.'' 

<' This 18 a busy day with oa all/' said 
Annot } ^ will you say at once \vhat you 
waikt with me ?' . . 

, ^ Merely/ replied Sir Dugald, ^ that 
you Will visit my brother knighti and tot. 
yoac maiden bring some medicaments for 
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bis WQU0d, which threatens to be whftt the 
learned call a damnum fakde.^ 

Annot X^yle never lii^ered in the cause 
of humanity. She informed herself hastily 
of. tl)e. nature qf the injury^ and interesting 
Jl^^f for the dignified old chief whom she 
had seen at Darlinvarach, and whose pre- 
sence liad so much struck her» siie iMtsten* 
ted to Lose the sense of her own sorrow for 
a time, in the attempt to be useful to ano* 
tjher. 

/ : Sir Dugald with great form ushered An- 
Bot Lyle to the chamber of her patient, iti 
^rhich, to her surprise, she found Xx>rd 
Menteitlu She could not hdp blu^H^ 
4eeply at^ the meeting, but to hide her con^^ 
iusion, proceeded instantly to examine the 
wound of the ICnight of Ardenvohr, and 
ejBisily satisfied herself that it was beyond 
her skill to cure it } as for Sir Dugald^ he 
returned to a large out-house, on the floor 
of which^ among other wounded men, ^*as 
.deposited the person of Ranald of the Misl, 
^ << Mine old ftlettd," said the Knight, ^* M 
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1 told you before, 1 would willingly do 
anything to pleasure you, in return for the, 
'wotund you have received, while under my 
safe conduct I have, therefore, accord- 
ing to your earnest request, sent Mrs An* 
not Lyie to attend upon the wound of the 
Knight of Ardenvohr, though wherein her 
doing so should benefit you, I cannot ima- 
gine.*-^'! think you <;Hace' spoke of some blood 
relati<mship 'between thetn ; but a sbldi^ 
do, in jQoisimand ^nd ciharge like me, has 
other things |o trptible his head with^fhan 
Highland^ genealogies.*- : 

And indeed, to. do the Worthy Ms^or 
justice^ he never enquired after, listened to, 
or recollected the business of other people, 
unless it either related to the art military^ 
or was somehow or other ccmneeted with 
bis own interest, in either of which cases 
his memory was very tenacious. 
- <* And now, my good friend of the Mist^'^ 
iind be, ** can you t^l me what has become 
ef your hopeful grandson, as I have not 
seeA him since * he assisted me to disarm 
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lifter the action^ a negligence which d*se(*- 
veth the strapado«" 

«* He is not far from hence/' BtM thte 
irounded outlaw-*-'* lift not your hand upoti 
]b^, fbi: he is, man enough to pay a yard 
of* leathern scourge with a foot of tettiper- 
ed: steel •" 

*' A most improper vMnl," said Sir Dtt^ 
gM i ^ but I owe yxm sowe favtmre, Ra«. 
jiifti^ aad thereibre shall (et it pass."* 

'^ And if you thinls you owe itte anytihii^,* 
nid the outlaw, " it ia in your power to re- 
quite me by granting me a boon.** 

** Friedd Ranald," answered Dalgetty, 
" I haire read of these booM in ^lly '^^tyi 
htoks, whereby simple knights were dra^^h 
into eng^ements to their great prejudiee j 
wherefore, Ranald, the more pnidedf 
knights of this day never promise any* 
thing until they know that they may' keep 
theiaf word aiient the preminedi witliotit 
a«iy dti^pleasnre m Incommodement to" 
tlMtni^lvesL It may be, yod would ha^ 
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ttte exifS^^ ^^^ female cKirurgeoa to visit 
}u>ur wound; though you ought to cou* 
sider» Ranald, that the uncleanness of the 
place where you are deposited may some* 
what soil the gaiety of her garments, con^ 
cerniiig the preservation of whlch» you may 
have observed^ women are apt to be iaor* 
dinately solicitous. I lost the favoui: of 
the ludy of the Grand Pensionary of Am*, 
sterdam, by touching with the sole of my 
boot the train of her black velvet gown, 
which I mistook lor a foot-cloth^ it hsmg 
half the room distant from her person." 

<« It ia not to bring Annot Lyle hither,*^ 
answered Mac£agb, <^ but to transport me 
into the roomi where she is ia attendance 
upon the Knight of Ardenvobr. Some^ 
what I have tio say i^f the last consequraee/ 
to them both.*' 

<< It is something out . of the order of 
dD0. precedency" sud Dalgetty, *< to (mny 
a wQiwded outlaw into the prewMe o^ a 
knight; Hnv^tihood ba^iig be^i^f y<ire^ 
and being, in some rwpectsi stiU, tbehif h^ 
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est iniKtary grade, independent always of 
cimi missioned officers, who rank according' 
to their patents ; nevertheless, as your boon, 
as you call it, is so slight, I shall not deny 
compliance with the saine.^' So saying, h^ 
ordered three files of men to transport Mac- - 
Eagh on their shoulders to Sir Dttrican 
Campbell's apartment, and he himself hast* - 
ened before to announce the cause of his 
being brought there. But such was the 
activity of the soldiers employed, that they 
fc^lowed him close at the heels, and, enter- 
ing with their ghastly burthen, laid Mac- . 
£lagh on the floor of the apartment. His 
features, naturally wild, were now distorted 
by pain ; bis hands and scanty garments 
stained with his own blood, and those of' 
others, . which no kind band had wiped • 
away, although the wound in his side had 
been secured by a bandage. 

** Are y du,'* he said, raisinghis head paHi- 
fiflly towards the couch where l«y stretched^ 
his late antagonist, << he w^om tnen call 
th« Itnight of Ardenvohr ?** 



/ 
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<< The same," answered Sir Duiicati»-^ 
** what would you with one whose hours 
are now; numbered ?*" 

** My hours are reduced to minuteti," 
said the outlaw ; <^ the more gr ce, if I be- 
stow them in the service of one, whose 
hand has ever been against me, as mine 
ha$ been raised higher against hinu" 

;*« Thine higher against me!— Crushed 
worml" said the knight, looking down on 
hb miserable adversary. 

" Yes," answered the outlaw, in a firm: 
roice, ^< my arm hath been highest ; the 
wounds I have dealt have been deepest,^ 
though thine have neither been idle nor 
uofetti-*-! am Ranald MacEagh-**! am 
Ranald of the Mist — ^the night that I' gave 
thy castle to the winds in one huge blaze of 
fire, is now matched -with the day in which 
you have fallen under the sword of my fa- 
thei^s.F-*-Remember the injuries thou hast 
done our tribe— never were such inflictedy 
save by im^, Reside thee. He,: they^say, is 
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iirted aiid secure ag^mst ouf vengeance— a 
short time will shew." - * 

« My Lord Menteith/* said Sir Duncati, 
raising liims^lf'out of bis bed, *• this is a 
proclaimed villain, at once the enemy of 
King and Parliament, of God and man—* 
erne of the o^tkw^ed banditti of the Mist ; 
alike the enemy (>f your house, of the 
M^Aiitays^ and of mine. I trus^t you ^fll 
not suflfer moments, which are perhaps my 
last, to be embittered by his barbarous tri- 
tfmpbw'v 

*« H*' shall have the treatment he liierit*,'* 
sard Menteith ; « let him be instantly re- 
dMnred.**— 

' Sir Dtigald here interposed, and spoke of 
Ranald'^ services as a guide, and his^ own 
pled^ for his safety; but the high haf!^ 
f0ne9 of the outlaw drowned his voice. 

«* No,*' said he, "be rack and gibbet the 
word J let me wither between heaven and 
earth, and gorge the hawk? and eagles of 
Itea Nevis^jv and sa shali this haughty 
Knight, and this triumphant Thane, never 

4 
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IfObrn the sec#et I alone ca» io^MNrt y ^ '9- 
eiret whieb would make Ardeo^iai^fs^ keui 
kap with joy, Mrere he in tjhie death agonjfi, 
and whieh the Earl of Menti^th would pur- 
. chase at the fNrice cf bis broad eafldom.-^ 
Come hkber, Aonot Ityke,^ he said, laisiag 
himself witb unexpected s(3»engd^ j ^: l^ar 
not the S4ghl( of him (^ wfaom thou hast 
clung in infancy. Tell these proud meii^ 
who disdam thee aa the issue of mine aa-> 
cient race, that thou art no bloo^ of Imra 
«-Hfia daughter of the race of the Mkr^ but 
born iin haUls as lordly, and cradled on 
couch as soflj as ever soothed infoac^ m 
tbeir proudest pataeea.'* 

<< 111 the name of 6^d,** said Meoteithi 
trembling with emotion, '* if you know 
might of the birth of this kdy, do thy con- 
aeiefice the justice to disburdn it of the 
aeeret before departing^ from this world P 
^ And bless my esemies with my dyjag 
bteath?" said MaeBagh, looking at him 

i mal^nantly.~**^ Such are 4^e maxims your 

tj - ' voL.^ ir. If 
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priests preach— but when, or towards whom, 
do you practice theth ? Let me know first 
the worth of ray secret ere I part with it— 
What would you give, Knight of Arden* 
vohr, to know that your superstitious fasts 
have been vain, and that there still remains 
a descendant of your house ?— ^I pause for 
an answer — without it, I speak not one 
word more." 

«* I could," said Sir Duncan, his voice 
struggling between the emotions of doubts 
hatred, and anxiety — ^* 1 could — ^but that 
I know thy race are like the Great. Enemy*, 
liars and murtherers from the beginning— r 
but could it be true thou tellest me, I could 
almost forgive thee the injuries thou hast 
done me." 

*< Hear it !" said Kanald ; " he hath wa.. 
gered deeply for a son of Diarmid— And 
you, gentle Thane— the report of the camp 
says, that you would purchase with life and 
lands the tidings that Annot Lyle was no 
daughter of proscription, but of a race no^ 
ble in your estimatipn as your owjQrr-Well 
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-r-^It is for no love I tell you — The time 
has been that I would have exchanged this 
secret against liberty, I am now bartering 
it for vfrhat is dearer than liberty or life.— ^ 
Annot Lyle is the youngest, the sole sur- 
viving child of the Knight of Ardenvohr, 
who alone was saved when all in his halls 
besides was given to blood and ashes.^ 
, *^ Can this man speak truth ?' said An- 
0Ot Lyle, scarce knowing what she said ; 
" or is this some strange delusion ?** 

*^ Maiden/* replied Ranald, " hadst thou 
dw^lt longer with us, thou wouldst have 
better learnt' to know to distinguish the 
accents of truth. To that Saxon lord, and 
to the Knight of Ardenvohr, I will yield 
such proofs of what I have spoken, that in« 
credulity shall stand convinced. Mean- 
time withdraw — I loved thine infancy, I 
hate not thy youth — ^nd eye hates the rose 
in its .blossom, though it groweth upon a 
thorn, and for thee only do I something 
regret what is soon to follow. But he that 
would avenge him of his foe must not reck 






49ft XAMMM or MT «i»OBOaD#^ 

tksngb lh#^ ^IiIms br engagtdB in the 
sum/ 

^^ He adviflM weH, Axnct^ said I»nl 
Mestieitb ;. ^in Oocts mne vetire f ifLnf 
thece be aught tir dus, jnmr meedbip ^ridk 
Sir DuaoaaniastfaBe wow prepared! for boA 
jaiirakea^ 

<^ I mOi ut piit fittn ntj firthes^ tf i 
baite ininei «tte j'* aatf Aaioti^^ I ^ill 
i;d<i pastfrowhiiBf uniei eiruamntiaoss^nQ 
terrible.* 

^ Asi^ a* f^tbsr ^cnt dndl ever ftad in 
1 WB^ nHicmiiffed) Sif Dunenk 

^ Tii0ii,r nid Meotetthr '« i will hum 
MacBagb renored into an ad^eat aport- 
ment,, and wilk c«Hect the evidence ef his 
tsib myselL SSb Dagdd Dslgett^rsnili gtf« 
»ue his at lfeMb w ce ) and sBSsistaMr.'* 

<< Widv ptesHurc^ mf iMd/" «uweRd Sir 
BugakL--^ I mil i» jour cwsesMi^ w 
assessor^eifeharotbcttfai No'onr0miie so 
fit» for Ilradbttrd the viioleelorf a osootfa 
ajg& at Inverara eaatie^^-teitNislughta Mte 
' diat of Afdenfohf confiise raob other ia 
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my memory^which is besides occupied with 
matters of more, importance.'' 

Upon hearing this frank declaratioui 
which was made as they left the apartment 
with the wounded mani Lord Mentelth 
darted upon Ba^ettf a look of extreme 
anger and disdain^ to which the self-con- 
ceit of the iB7orthy commander rendered 
him tqtaly^ ioscpsil^ , 
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CHAPTER. XIV. 

» 

I am as free as nature first made man, . 
Ere the base laws of servitude began, 
When wild in woods the noble savage ran. * 

Conquest t^ Granada* 

The Earl of Menteith as he had under- 
taken, so he proceeded to investigate more 
closely the story told by Ranald of the 
Mist, which was corroborated by the exa- 
mination of his two followers, who had as- 
sisted in the capacity of guides. These de- 
clarations he carefully compared with such 
circumstances concerning the destruction 
of his castle and family as Sir Duncan 
Campbell was able to supply; and it may 
be supposed he had forgotten nothing re- 
lating to an event of such terrific import- 
ance» It was of the last consequence to 
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prove that this was no invention of the 
outlaw's, for the purpose of passing an im- 
postor as the child and heiress of Ardcn. 
vohr. 

Perhaps Menteith, so much interested 
in believing the tale, was not altogether 
the fittest person to be entrusted with the 
investigation of its truth ; but the eza« 
minations of the Children of the Mist were 
simple, accurate, and in all respects consis* 
tent with each other. A personal mark 
was referred to, which was known to have 
been borne by the infant child of Sir Dun- 
can, and which appeared on the left shoul- 
der of Annot Lyle. It was' also well re- 
membered, that when the miserable relics 
of the other children had been collected, 
those of the infant had no where been 
found. Other circumstances of evidence, 
which it is unnecessary to quote, brought 
the fullest conviction not only to Menteith, 
but to the unprejudiced mind of Montrose, 
that in Annot Lyle, a humble dependant 
distinguished only by beauty and talent. 



* ^ "" • ' 

tihejr mew in future ^ w^ct the heiress x>f 
Ixdeoirohr. 

. Wliite tMeateidf faastene^ t9 eoanmui^ 
cate the result of Itese enquiries to the per* 
abM tnoeit intese^a^ tlf e outhbw 4eRutad- 
ed do «p€»k iwdth his gimad^hildi ^hom fhe 
lismlfy called Us Mill* 
. -^ )He would he inHid^'^ be iSiMti ^^ hi the 
ooter aptitoetit, m whidl^ he hmisdlf ImkI 
befltt^rarigiHH^itepoiiti^*'^ 

iAccctffdmgif^ ibe jmiBg sura^e;^ isfter a 
oime seaneh) IBM fiMiml ludtiBf fo a dmna^ 
oeikd up among some fotien stnaar^' and ^ 
birought to hi^ gmitdttwes 

"^ luQnii0(fli»" BMd the «U totiAhtf^ ^ ftter 
the fant iRiof & of liie ske of thj fitlueiu A 
Saxon ^fioldiec^ an4 Albn iof the &ed-haad^ 
left dh is camp vitiriii .tihese few hours^ to' 
travel to the ^country of Cabei&ie. PuiBue 
thtm jffi ithe Uood4iotmd pttrsiies the huA 
iifiesc^^^itflm ihe lake»^cUtnb the moAr^taia * 
— <lltread iilefotesl^Htarry not luitil yoajotn 
thfem f and ^en fthe ccmiiteuance of the 
Ud^dlu^ened as his graadfiAher spoke, liad 
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lie kid his hand upon a knife wlndistudc 
m tlie thmg of lealhi^ whieh cdnfined fal^ 
SMfily <piaid« << Nd^^ mid the <dd man, << it^ 
mmot hy tliy iiaod he mwt fill. They 
will atk'^ie new»lrom ^die ce«&p«-Miaj t6 
them that Amiat Lyte of the Harp is dia^ 
eovared to be tbe^da«g^ber of Dttnean of 
AKtefiirehf } that the Timnt of Menteilh ia 
toiired ber before the priest \ and tiiat 70a' 
are smt to bid ^oaite to Che bridal. Tarty 
not their answer, bat ▼amah Uke the tight-^ 
ning when the black cloud awailows it-^ 
And now depart^ beloi^ ton of my best 
beloved ! I ^ball never «x>ne see thy face, - 
nw hear the light sonnd <rf* tl^ footstep^-^ 
yet tarry an instant and hear niy last charge 
•^remember the fate of our race, and quit 
not the ancient Rianners of the Children itf" 
the Miat. W^ are now a straggling hand* 
ful, driven from every vale by the a word of- 
every chmtwhorule in the poBaeastona where 
their fordatheta hewed the wood^ and^rew 
the water to ounu/ 9ut in the ttuciLet of 
the wildemeaa^ and in ^emiat of tne mmtif-^^ 
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tain, KeoBeth, son. of Erorc^t, keep tiiou 
unsoil'd the^ freedom which I loave thee as 
a birth-right. . JBa^ter it notneither for thci 
iBch garment, nor for .the ^tone roof, nor 
for the covered board, nor for the couch of 
down— on the rock, or in the valley, in 
abundance or in famipe — in the leafy sunir 
mer, and in the days of the iron winter-^ 
Son of the Mist ! be free as thy forefatbenu 
Own no lord — receive no law— ^take no hire 
— give no stipend — ^build .no hut — inclose 
no pasture — sow no grain ; — let the deer of 
the mountain be. thy flocks and herds«-*«if 
these fail thee, prey upon the good? of our 
oppressors — of the Saxons, and of the Gael, 
who are Saxons in their souls, valuing herds 
and flocks more than honour and fre^d^m; 
Weil for us that they do so— it afibrda 
the broader scope for our revenge. Re- 
member those who have done kioidness ^to. 
our race, and pay their services with tby 
blood, should the hour require it« If a 
Mae Ian shall come to thee with the he«d 
of the ki^s son in his; band, sh^^er biqa, 
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though' the avenging army of the father 
were behind him j for in Glencoe and Ard-* 
namurchan, we have dwelt in peace in the 
years that have gone by. The sons of 
Diarmid — the race of Darnlinvarach— the 
riders of Mfenteith — my turse on thy head. 
Child of the Mist, if thou spare one of 
those nam^s/ when the time shall offer for 
GQttii!ig them oiff! and it Will oome anon, for 
their own swords shall devour each other, 
and those who are scattered shall fly to the 
Mist,, and perish by its Children. Once' 
more/ begone-i-shake the dust fro6i thy 
feet against the habitatiohsof men, whether 
banded together for peace or for war. Fare^' 

sireU, beloved ! and may'st thou die like 

• «■ 

thy forefiithers, ef^ infirmity, disease, or 
age dhajl break thy spirit— begone !— bei 

gone !— Iivefre6— -^requite kindnessj-i— avenge 
the^injuries of thy- race.** • * 

The young saVage st6e|led, and kissfed the 
brow of his dying parent ; but accustomed' 
ftom infancy to. suppress every exterior 
s^n of emotion, he parted without tear or 



iliiMst Mi wiu» aoi^ £ur beyi^^d the lio^ 
^jir^ig th« jlatt^ parA ^f tUs aMoe» was 

ljb^iik» my fne^d Rafi^d*'' sai4 h% <^ t)Mt 
]IP^ we w the biest |)OSfixbile r«|BuJ 6«r ft 

jtbe buriung of wb»rbi»!iire a apldkr'idiilly 
wprl^^^apdare jufitified bjF the Mcesailorifjf thit 
caae» feeing thf^t tbe/^ai^e diwe in tbe iconrae 
liifiduty ; for barci^g lof aubux^ ifl^^artittii^ 
lar, ^t {Q»a^ be said fchal* iliey; «re ti;aitar« ••* 
«i^*tibroat9 to ali fortified tinMM. SMMWkife 
is plain» that a soldier is a prpkmm pectin' 
iiarly fawured by Heamn, e^ag itbaft «« 
imy bpf^ ibr s^atieo^ alti»i94^ ^iMg^, 
«a9MPDit actiow <)f jM> fiwat Yi^l^^ocse^ Sttl. 
then, Ranald, in all mtviem of £«iifftf ;^ 
i$ the custom of tbe dyiqg aeI4tf^ not; ia 
vaunt ibim of . puph 40Jfjpv m la f«ctM»f : 
flMDd thei^i tq^if^eUiHw; imW pRtib 
tt^ry^ to ex^rfiM oaiiAritip^ ^ tim 
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KBd to repeat, tur kztve repeftted to iiiili^ 
some comArtB^ prayer $ which« if yott 
H^ftae, 1^1 mtaarcede uritli ilia Egccflep* 
cy*s chaplain 49 frefisr oa your acoomit. 
3t 4s okhca'wifie no paubt of my ^utjr tx> put 
^u f n Amid <of those tfctngt ; ooly it a&a^ 
te ^ llbeiease of 'j^mr conscience to de|Ait 
mote like a Cbfiiatian, and leas like, a Tmkj 
Ikaii 9Nia aeeaai to be in m fiur way of doing.^ 
' llie e«ilyaii8wer([^thedyiitg ina»^ibr 
aa aiieli Bsanaki Mac£agh night now iie 
eOMttdei!ed)~-w«s a Teqtiest to be raised to 
such a position that be might obtain a view 
ftMn4he window of the Cartie. The deep 
fi«Bt a^iat wbieh had loilg aettled ^pon tbe 
top ojf the mound aisiay was now rotluig 
down* eaeb rugged gjen and guUy^ where 
t^ "<3raggy stdges ahewed tbebr black and 
liregiriar outtiiie, like dasert jisbrnds mtng 
atove tibe 4>oeaa of vapour. ^Sfiftk of the 
Mibt{" said Banald Hacfiagh^ ** caBed by our 
raee our iather, and our preserver-— recei^re 
iet& tby taborkMte of eiooda, when lihis 
BMtt tl over, hiaoiwlMMBaM life tiiou tiast ap 
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often sheltered^ So ^ajing^ he sunk back 
into the arms of tho^e who upheld bim'» 
spoke no further word » but turned his face 
to the wall for a short space. . ; 

. *«J believe," satd Dalgetty, " iny friend 
Ranald will .be found in his heart to b^ 
little better than a heathen." And he re- 
newed his proposal to procure him the as^ 
sistanee of Dr Wisheart^ Montrose^s military 
chaplain ; "a man," said Sir Dugald, "very 
dever in . his exercise, and who will do exe^ 
cutipn on your sins in Jess time than I 
could smoke a pipe of tobacco." 

** .&ixon," said the dying man, *f speak 
to me no more of thy priest — I die con- 
tented. Hadst thou ever an enemy against 
whom weapons were of no avail— whom 
die ball missed, and against whom tke ar^ 
row shivered,-— and whose bare skin was as 
impenetrable to. sword and dirk as thy steei 
garment? — Heardst thou ever of such a 
foe?" 

« Very frequently, when I served in Ger- 
many," j?£plied Sir Dugald. <^ There was 
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such a fellow at Ingolstadt ; he was proof 
both against lead and steel. The soldiers 
killed him with the butts of their musketd*'* 

« This impassible foe," said Raiiald, 
without .regarding the Major's interrup- 
tion, '* who has the blood dearest to me 
upon his hands— to this man I have liow 
bequeathed agony of mind, jealousy, dis- 
pair, *and sudden death, — or a life more' 
miserable than death itself. Such shall be 
the lot of Allan of the Red-hand, when he 
learns that Annbt weds Menteith j and I. 
ask no more than the certainty that it is 
80, to sweeten my own bloody end by bia 
hand.'* 

" If that be the case,'? siiid the Major, 
«* there's no more to . be said j but I shall 
take care as few people see you as possible, 
for I cannot think your mode of departure . 
can be at all creditable or exemplary to a 
Christian army." So saying, he left the 
apartment, and the son of the Mist soon 
^er breathed his last. 

Menteith, in the meanwhile, leaving the 
new-found relations to their mutual feeU 



ioge of iBii^ed ^motioa^ nvs e$|^rl|r 4b- 
omfiftug with Mootms^ ibe Gi>nseq|ai^n^^ a| 
this 4iflcavf9y. ** i sbooJd now »pe,'' ^fiiiit. 
t)it Marquub *^ evea bad I aot hefofe ^b^ 
aerved tbat your inteiiest 'm tius 4isQover)r«f 
my dea? Meiifceikb» has 90 M*aU v^ferquoe 
t^ yottjr own bai^fNiie«s» Ypa leve tbi»' 
new-foi»d lad^y—^your .alBBCtian is retiiriu 
ed» Jn ppiot of i)k tb, oo <exQ9{itkmi cm^ 
be made ; ia every other respect ber ad-^ 
vanti^es are equal to those: wUch yott> 
]V>iirself posseas-r-thiiikt however^ a mo- 
rmnU Stf Daocan iaa ftmUjie^Preiby* 
teriao at least-~ui arms ogaioat tbe Kbig^ . 
he is only with us in the quality of a fNri« . 
soiaert aod we are» I fear» but at tbeioom- 
meneencwt of a long civil «rar« Is tUsa - 
time» think you, MenteiUv ft>r yoi^ 4o jpajke . 
pr<^posals for his heiress ? Or jfrhat i^poe . 
is there that he will nowUsten ^ it?* . ^ 
Pasi»on^ an ii^eniona^ as weV t^ an elo- ^ 
qi^iimt advocate, SMppUed tbe.youpg ooUe- 
man with a thousand aosv^is to these ob« 
JMkiooai He xeniiadod MmtroiB that llie 
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Ka^t of Anieiivobf ims neiAber a 3)i8bt 
in pilitics nor f eHgion. He miged this omdi 
knDim afid j^roi^ bmI for like i^yid cause, 
and hinted that its ia Aueiice mi^t be ^x-^ 
tended aad stoeogtheaed hj im wecMling 
ti^e heinesa of Ardefirofar. He pleaded die 
dangerous stele tif Sir Duacaift woundt 
the risk which .must ibe ihia fay snfleriog 
tiie ycning .lady (to iie<oaf!rJed into itbe cotnu 
try lef tiMe Campbi^ irhere, in caae of kcr 
fttker^ -deaths 'Or continued indfafxiiifcioB; 
she raiist necessarily be ptaced under tM* 
guardianahip of Argyie, ah event firtal' to 
his (MenAdlih'k) hopes, unless fie ^mild 
simp itopurehne his ifiivour by aJbandoning 
^e King's party. 

llontroae attoired the fiifce of these «r- 
gmiuBvto, aod jowaed, Although the matter 
was attended wdth diffiralty, 3^t it seein« 
ed fionsistsiit with the Xhig's sendee that it 
should be concluded as speedfly as possible; 

. << I oauLd ivish,** said he, '*^that it wereall 
settled in one way or another^ imd diatthis 
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fiir Briseis* were removed from our camp 
before the return of our Achilles, Allan 
M^AuIay. — I fear some fatal feud in that 
quarter, Menteith — and I believe it would 
be best that Sir Duncan be dismissed oa 
his parole» and that you accompany hioi 
and his daughter as his escort* The jour- 
ney can be made chiefly by water, so will 
not greatly incommode hi^ wound — and 
your own, my friend, will be an honoura- 
ble excuse for the absence of some time 

* 

from my camp*'' 

<« Never," said Menteith. «« Were I to 
forfeit the very hope that has so lately dawn- 
ed upon me, never will I leave your Excel- 
lency's camp while the royal standard is 
di3playedf I should deserve that this trif. 
ling, scratch should gangrene and consume 
my sword arm, were I capable of holding 
It as an excuse for absence at this crisis of 
the King's affairs." 

•* On this then you are determined ?" 
said Montrose. 
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t «*. As fixed as Ben-Nevis," said the young 
nobleman. 

" You must then," said Montrose, *• lose 
no time in seeking an explanation with the 
Knight of Ardenvohr. If this prove fa- 
vourable, I will talk myself with the elder 
M^Aulay, and we will devise means to em- 
ploy his brother at a distance from the 
army until he shall be reconciled to his 
present disappointment. Would to God 
some vision would descend upon his ima- 
gination fair enough to obliterate all tracies 
of Annot Lyle ! That perhaps you think 
impossible, Menteith ? — Well, each to his 
service; you to that of Cupid, and I tb 
that of Mars." 

They parted, and in pursuance of the 
scheme arranged, Menteith, early on the- 
ensuing morning, sought a private inter- 
view with the wounded Knight of Arden-* 
vohr, and communicated to him his suit for 
the hand of his daughter. Of their mutual 
attachment Sir Duncan was aware, but he 
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WM not prepared for «o early a declaration 
on the part of Menteith. He said^ at firsts 
that be had akeady^ perhaps^ indulged too 
mach in feelings of personal' happiness^ at 
a time when his clan had auitained so gread 
a loss and humiliatioii^ and that he was un- 
wil&ig» therefore^ Ihifher to consider thti 
tdvancement of km own house at m period 
ao calamitoua. On the more urgent unit 
qf tbe aoble lomr^ be reqoeated a few houra 
to delU^rate and ^kmmilt with his daughter 
upon a question; feChinghfy, im^ortiint. 
; The .result of this interview and deKbe* 
csitioB nras fairourabde to Menteith. Sir 
Pnncasi ^Cstt^ell becaime fuUy sensible 
that the happiness of his new-found daugh- 
ter idepended upon a union '»\ik her lover ; 
And unless aucb was now formed, he saw 
ihU Ai^gyie wouU throw a thousand obt 
stacks in the wajr of jt match in every re>- 
i^pect acceptable to hsinsd£ Menteith*9 |ni« 
tate chaiacter was so exceUent, atnd eucb 
was thfe imk nod consideratiein dm So hia 



feftaae and fcmiljry that dvey (Nit-ialaiicn^ 
Id Sir Duncaifa opinkm^ die diflferenoe w 
their pdkiGal qpimofii* Norcmdd hp have 
xesdredt perhaps, had his qw« eptnicn of 
the match been leas iaTouraU^ te dedme 
an qpportms^ of indulging dM new^uaid 
ddLd of his hopes* liieK wes^ bendes, a 
itf^ang oi foAe wUeh diotaled his deter- 
snaartiiBi. To produce die Heiresr of Aa- 
dEui^Rohr to die world aa^oae who faad isCBa 
educated a poor dqwn^nk and mapieim 
io thie ifiunily" of DernKnveraehi had some- 
dnog id it that waa bnniittalii^. To kitm^ 
duee her as the betrothed brvier oa wedded 
wife,^of the Eari of Menteith,. upos an al« 
tachment formed during her obscurity, was 
a warrant to the world that she had at all 
times been worthy of the rank to which 
she was elevated. 

It was under the influence of these Coi|« 
siderations that Sir Duncan Campbell an« 
nounced ta the. lovers his coiuent that they 
should be married in the chapel of the 
Castle, by Montrose's chaplain, and as pri« 
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Vately as possible. But when Mootrpse 
should break up from Inverlochy, for which 
orders were expected in the course of a 
very few days, it was agreed that the young 
Countess should depart with her father to 
his castlei and remain there until the cirr 
cumstances of the nation permitted Men- 
teith to retire with honour from his present 
military employment His resolution being . 
once taken. Sir Duncan Campbell would 
not permit the maidenly scruples of his 
daughter to delay its execution ; and it was 
therefore resolved that the bridal should 
take place upon the next evening, being 
the second after the battle. . 
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CHAPTER XV. 

My maid-HDay blue-eyed maid, be bore away^ 
Due to the toils of many a bloody day. 

lUad. 



It was necessary, for mzny reasons, thai 
Angus M< Aulay, so long the kind protmtii 
QX of Annot Lyle, should be made acquaints 
ed with the change in the fortunes of hli 
fate protegee ; and Montrose, as he had un- 
dertaken, communicated to him these re- 
markable events. With the careless and 
cheerful indifference of his character^ he 
expressed much more joy than wonder at 
Aunot's good fortune ; had no doubt what- 
ever she would merit it, and as she had al- 
ways been bred in loyal principles, would 
convey the whole estate of her grim fana- 



tical fttbar to some honest fellow nirho ll»« 
ved the king. <* I should hare no objee« 
tion that my brother AUaa tried his ch^mce^*^ 
added he, ** notwithstanding that Sir Dwi- 
can CampbeU was the only man who ever 
charged Dai:lk|raip«h witfi/ inbospitalily; 
Annot Lyle could always charm Allan out 
of th^. smUms^. jhmI wh#» kWMi^ wilether 
matrimony ^ laight aot^ mfake him more a 
man of this world ?^ 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the pro- 
gnss <^ hm caatle-kiiiUtPMg^ 1^ infW«iuig 
hioi tii#t tiie Jodj^ wa» ahneady -wooed amd 
wc»,.«id^wtlsberftldier^s'Sfiprelbatio^ wm 
almost fSM w dintely <o Jbe weddtd-to hk 
IdaasKStt^ tlie^ Esdl af MenSeilii^ % and thalb 
ia imimonjrof theh^MSpeet diM4o-lfv 
Aula^^. so long thf lady's pMteetw, he ^was 

* 

asew ta rafuesl his preseaea at the cm^ 
^o^y* M^AalajT llooke^l vary gra^a al <his 
irtim aii stt j aad drrew ap hia pesasa wHkllk^ 
air of oaa w^a thaogtit lilat lie hmi heea 
neglected.. 
"^ Be tanceived^'* ha said, ^thal hie aaib 
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fima kini • tf tfsitteent oftiie youQg'ladjr, 
while 80 many years under bis roof, re* 
qaoiEid sbfliethiiig AMre upon' such an occa« 

• 

81^ than a bare cooiplimeiit of ceremony. 
He. teighty** he thought, <^ without arro- 
l^ce, have expected to hiave' be^n consult* 
eik^ He wished his kinftman of Menteith 
wdl) no mail eould wish him iieCter, but he 
must say he thought he had b^eh haftty in 
this matter. : Allan's sentiments towards 
the young lady had beeti pretty well un- 
dtt8H>0(^, and he, fo^ tmti ^uld not see 
wlfjr the saf»eridr iH^et€fmioiis' whiibh he had 
upon her graMCude should have been set 
askk;^ witlHHii at least undcfrgoing scnne 
prtfiriottsdisctissiom'' 

MootAise, seeittg too well where all this 
poiflfted^ entreated M^Aulay to be reason* 
able, and to consider what probability there 
waa that tiie Knight of .AMienvdhr could 
be brcmght' to confer the hand of his sole 
heii^ upon Allan, whose und^able ex- 
cdlent qualities were mingled with others, 
by wliich Aey were overclouded in a man- 
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Her that made all tremiile w1k» :ap|^roaaii« 

brother AUap ha% aaGnd loade ub ft1l,.fiiiiiti 
as well aa iaerite; )>ul^.h6 iftithe bealrasiiri 
braveat laaii of ^rmr amy^ be tiie.atlicf 
who he Qiajt; i|Bd:^iepefi>r0 ill ilMery»d that 
hii haffweBa'SlK^uld have ba^i aoiittle pim* 
suited by ypur |lxoelleiiee-*:>*by! hii own 
near kinsiqaa^r^Bd by a yoongjAmHi fdio 
pwesr all to hia i^mI to hit 6aailyv' 

MfKitro^e ia yaw ^4«aw>wed te |^e 
the sobj^^Jn ^.di^eiit view;. tiMs wm 
thff gomt 11} whiobf An^ia iiM\ deteowiad 
to r€^ard Jt^ and h%wat 4 jiaaii of that fiali^ 
bre of understanding, whO: la inc^^dadb^of 
being convinced vpheiirbebaa:Qiio^Mo|i|ed 
a prejudicei Mantoase . qqw aasuBScA. a 
higher toae,an4.caUjQd u{H» Ai^pia to take 
care how be npurished ^y aentiwatts 
which iBight be jpucjittilleifd to hif :lll9«ity'8 
seryicct He pointfsd put to hw^.that: he 
was peculiarly deairous (hat >AtUaP'9 JiA^tta 
i/hould i\Qt hfi interrupted ia tfaye, oonnw of 
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Idv prisdeilt mission. ^ A mission^'* be said, 
^•^ highly hononrable for himself and likely 
to prove most advantageous to the King's 
cause. He expected his brother would 
HcM no communication with him upon 
other subjects, nor stir up any cause of dis- 
sensioby which might divert his mind from 
tl matter of such impcHtance." 

Angu9> answered somewhat sulkily, that 
• he was' no rhake^baie, or stirrer up of 
quarrels; he would rather be a peace> 
fnaken Hi^ brother knew as well as most 
i&en how to resent his own quar rels-^as for 
Allan's modie of receiving ihformatton, it 

« 

^aff generally b^eved he bad other sources 
than those of ordlnaiy couriers. He should 
w6t be"«riirprised if* they saw him sOoiier 
than they expectfed.** 

A promise that he %ouId not interfere, 
was tlie farthest to which Montrose could 
bring this man, thoroughly good-tempered 
as he was on all oceasioni^, save when his 
pride, interest, or pre$uidioe9 ^ere inter, 
feted lin^. And at this point he was faih 
to leave the matter Ite thefirvsent 
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A more wilU ng guest at the bridal cere& 
mony, certainly a more wSIing alteftdaiit 
at the marriage feast, iras to be expeete4 
in Sir Dugald Dalgi^tty, whom Moatros^ 
resolved to invite* as having been i^ cokifi>> 
dant to the circumstances which preceded 
it. But even Su: Dugald hesitated, look* 
ed on the elbows of his doublet, and tN} 
knees of his leather breeches, and iimni. 
bled out a sort of rehi<^nt acqmescence 
in the invitation, providing he should find 
it posnble, after consulting willi the noblt 
bridegroom. Montrose was soaiev^t sur« 
prised, but scorning to testify d^fdbasilte, 
he left Sir Dugald to pursue Im own course. 

This earned him instantly to the cham- 
ber of the bridegroom, who, amidst the 
scanty wardrobe whidi his camp eqoipi^e 
affi>rded, was seeking for such artides as 
might appear to the best advantage upon 
the approaching occasion. Sir Dugald -en- 
tered, and paid his compliment^ wt^ m 
very grave face, upon his approaching: hftp- 
piz^ss, whidi, he said, ^< be was ray sorry 
he was prevented frwpi witneysinig/^ 
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«< Ia i^am jtruth;' said he, «' I should but 
disgrace the oeremany^ seeing. that I lack 
a bcidal .garment $ rents, and open seama^ 
sind tatters at elbows in the apparel of the 
asiistants» ini^ht presage a similar solution 
of Goatinuity in your matrimonial happi- 
nessf and to say truth, my lord, you your* 
•elf must partly have the blame of this dis- 
aplNHntipenty in reqiect you sent me upon 
a fool'a errand to get a buffooat out of the 
boofy.taken by the Cameronsy whereas you 
mig^t aa-weU have sent me to fetdi a pound 
of fimdb butter out of a bhK& dog^s throat. 
I had no answer»^ my kurd, but brandished 
dirka and iHoad-swords, and a sort of growl* 
iiig and jidbbering in what they call their 
Iwigniy i for my part, I believe these 
Highhwyiers to be no better thau absolute 
pagans, and have been much somdalized 
by the manner in which^ my acquaintance, 
Ranald MacEagh, was pleased to beat his 
final march, a little while since*'' 
V In McQteitb's state of mind, disposed to 
h% plfaied with every things and every 
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badyv Ite-^graye tmnfimt ^^i Sit OagdA 
fiBraishqaliaddiiiBttal mmmmmBfA^ H^'Jok^ 

tauff-dMBa^ivAndi'tmiulyii^cmti^iocBr*. ^.2. 
dakigBfoiftiilv^M^Wngitbc hatt'fcuMiiifehi^ 
Ml tpftafcelol tilmiii'V 

gitl-«N^oiild OBot ihyjftiijr .mttfrntidtprkBtM^ 
ondf. tot^feftiBry .iMttl lit b«|^^ k«Mf e^)toi 

mflitetjT'^nde tin*iiU»iBarladiotildii»9MJU/ 
zisddOiibiti biBk«ft«d ^luMttpiaaMv mtfUiib 
draM.'keibtd. leenHthSi'hrategieam mMmmfcr 
^4ni«ix)f £rinoeiLeo of Wittleiii^ 
tfa Toungptft. daughter of/oldOeiMe9^&^ 
deiiok^ i>£;£bxoBgE» uoder the awp^M^of 
tb».:gallaitl:Qofiterus Adol]ihus» fthe Jiiini 
of the l>Ioirtli» nod. so fptttt^ Tb9 good^ 

mtpied o^ouAg eftrl limghed^and/»aQiiio&^ 
ced; and th whsviag seooiced at ImaI oM« 

and orniMMAtfid m¥M9t QonM4ed jWtttljr^ 
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b)r«.velfetm«t| md^pmtlj by a torvid blue 
89k scarf) ^tdi hm ware over -his ftboidd^r^ 
2^reeabfy;to:faiff nuik «ml4lie'ftihioii cff the 
tkoes^ 

£very -thi&g was nom arranged, and it 
had been siBttkd, tbat, acceedingta the cus^ 
torn o£ the country the ^ bride attd^bridcb 
groom should not again ineet until they 
wen .before the altar. The hour bad a1« 
ready stcdck that aummontd the brides 
gromn/thkher^ and he only awaited in: a 
flUaUantt^aoina «^aeent:to ihe ebaprty^fiMT' 
tbe.Matquisy «wliOidond«raebded /to aet as" 
bride\i*iBanruiiooih&occaaion. Business re* 
lating;to the army baviogauddenly reqdr* 
edthe MarqiUs^s instant attention, Ifenteith ' 
waited facs' letiimi it may be supposed^ in* 
some impatience ; and when he heard the 
door of«the apartment open^ he' said, laugh- 
ing, •• You arc late upon parade.** 

*< Yott w21 find I am. too early/' said Al* 
Ian MM^ulay, who burst into the apart- 
ment. ^* Draw, Menteith, and4efimd your* 
self I3ce a man, or die like a dog !** 
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« Ym are miA; Aikii i" mswered Men- 
teitb, Mtodishtd alike at his aiidden ap- 
pcaram^ and at the uiiiitteraUe fiirjr of his 
demeaoeur. Hb cheeks were livid-^i^hiW 
eyes started frcwi' their socketa^hts lips 
were covered with foam, and his gestures 
we» those ef a d^aontac. 
. ' " You He^ tfnitw !•• was his fiantic reply 
-^«*you lie in that, as you lie in aM yea 
have said to me. Your Ufe is a lie P 

^ Did I not speak my thoughts when I 
called you OHid/' saidMenteitfa, indignantly, 
M your owft life were b brief one. Inwhat 
do you charge me with deceiting you ?** 
. « You told me,'* answered M* Aulay, 
" thM yen would not marry Anndt Lylei 
--"False traitori'^-^she now waits you at the 
altar/' 

«« It is you wIki speak &lse,'' retorted 
Menteith. « I told you the obscurity of 
her birth ivas the only bar to Our uifion.^ 
that is now removed ; arjd whom do you 
think yourself that I should yield up my. 
pretensions in your favour ?" 



. «< Dcaw tbaot"* BiudJMfAtiby f <f we un^ 
dersUnd each ^tlier/' 

'' Not aow»'' Mid Menteitli^ '^aadwt 
heiei AUaoy you kaow me weU-^wait titt 
to-|BOcrow» and you ahall have %hting^ 
eoougW 

<^Thi& hour^-rthis iMtant^y-or; never/' 
^W wered M^ Aulay. ** .Your triumph shall 
not go. farther than the hour which is stdei^ 
ken. Menteithi I entreat you by oiir reift- 
t«on£^^— 4>y our joint cooflicta and labours : 
— dr^w your sword, and defend youc life!- ^ 
As he spoke» he seized the. Earfa hasd,-^ 
and wrung it with su(:ii frantic eamestness, 
that his gw^iforced theiiloofl to start un- 
der the nails^ Menteith ^rew bias off with > 
viplenceyi.esGclaimingy-— *< Begone^ jnad«.» 
man!'- . , 

:«T|ien, be th« vMbn acpompUshedr^ . 
sdid^ Allan ; aad» dewing bis dick, struck 
with his whole gigantic forcn at the Barl'a\ 
bosom. . The temper of the. oorslet threw ^ 
the. point of.the wet^NMLupwaids^ .but4i « 
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and shoulder ; and th«.^fertfe ^of the^MMi^^ 
ptoitiMtod 'tbe bMBgnMm oil 'tii^ floor^^ 
BfafitaDM-fattired at ona Mie df tlie zu^- 
tmm* Iherbniak eottipMPf , 4ilttrni€d -at #ie 
noiset were in equal apprehensioii andamv 
prijBief >lmt<efe MoittroiRa««miM>ftliiioi# see 
mbat fattd liap|>tiied» Allan WJiixAMy hiiA^ 
mriirid^psttihini, i»d d*9eMdMl^e <mtfo 
stain like ligtatning.' «< Goiu^, dn^ i^- 
gtlei^ exelftiaied ^Montniiie^-^'^ <lefse him 
-^kililiiiiit il>tieTetiftto t-^HeshsA ctieVbe* 
wem Jiy brother^ f ' 

But AUan pcwlmted^ «4tb^^ second -Mmr 
of ins df^j^r, a centiMl ^wfao was ypta 
d«l7«<^-4zaf«nied Ihe eanp like a^ nKMrntani- 
deei^ th9t^ pursned JbyoU ^ho caught^ 
the alarm— 4;hrew himself into the rivttr^ 
and» swimnttog^o the opposite ^de, was 
soon lost woxovi% the woods, in the oouioe 
of the, same « evening, )m brother Angus 
and liisfoUowers.left Montrose's camp* and, 
taking the toad hooMfraid, mvct a^iaro- 
joined hkn. 



Of AUm kirndf it is Mid, that) in 4 
^MtttterfuUy «hofft aptce after the deed was 
cmm^ttedy be bwrst into a room in tbe 
CftStte •f Invefa»» where Ai^le was sit; 
ting in cenncil, and fltM^ on the table his 
bloody dif k. 

'^ Is it tbe blood of James Qrahan?" 
siid Afgyle^ » ghastly ex|»ressioB of hope^ 
whmg mth the terror which the sudden 
apparition natmraily ezei^ed. 

^ It is the biood of hils minion^'' answer* 
ed MM.uhiy-^<^ It is blood which I was 
predestined to shed» though I would ra- 
ther have spilt my own." 

Having thus spoken^ he turned and left 
the eastie, and from this moment nothing 
eertatn is known of his fate. As the boy 
Kenneth, with three of the CInldren of 
the MiStj were seen soon afterwards to 
ooss Lochiiiiey it is supposed thev doo*. 
ged his course, and that he perished 
by their hand in some obscure wilderness. 
Another opinion maintain^, that /* 
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M*Auli^ went abroad» nod.died .a.iqo«fc. 
of the Carthusian orUer* But aotbijiK 
beyond bare preaufiBpikiaa could ever.be 
brought in support of either optoio^- 

His vengeance svaa mu^h less con^Ielbe 
than he probably fancied; for Mentej^tbi 
though so severely wounded . 9» tQ.reoiaui 
long in a daogero^ state, w^s, by hanqg : 
adopted Major Dalgjetl^y's £ortupate reflOim^ 
mendation of a cuirass as a- brtdi^-garaieiHi^ 
happily secured, from^ |he;.9(ra(|t^oqiiBe- 
quences of the blow. But Jus serviceur 
were Ipst to Montrose^ jui4 it w^s tboiqcbt 
best that be should, be cony^yed .with his 
intended counteag, now truly a miH^ni^g 
bride, and should accoaipa«y his woipdiNl ^ 
father-in-law to the C4Stl4 of Sir Pqnoitf^at 
Ardenvobr. Dalgetty followed tJi^W toi 
the water's edge» reminding Mept^ith pi* 
the necessity of erecting a sconce ^ 
Diutnsnab to cover his lady's ni^wly-fto* 
quired inheritance. 

They performed their voyage in saft^t 
and Menteith was in a few weeks so well 



itf htekh^ as ta be uoibed to Annot in the 
tfMkfe of ber father* 

The H^Mandtn.were somewhat pu& 
2led to reconcile Menteithls recovery wiUi 
the vinona of the second - sightp and the 
mwe experienced Seers were displeased 
with biai for not having died. But others 
tiiotight the eredii of the vision suflSciently 
fulfilled) by the wound inflicted by the hand» 
and With; the we^<Mi» foretold ; and all were 
of opinioni that the incident of the ring, 
with the death's-head, rdated to the death 
of* the bride*s father^ who did not survive 
}fm marriage many months. The incredu- 
lous h^fi^ tiiat all this was idle dreaming, 
and that Allan's supposed viuon was but a 
consequence of the private suggestions of 
his own passion, which, having long seen 
in Menttith a . tivwk more beloved than 
himself struggled with bis better nature^ 
and impressed upon him, as it were invo* 
luntarily, the idea of killiog his competi^ 
tor. 

Meoteith did not recover sufficiently te 
join Montrose dnrinfir his brief aud glorious 
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career f Mid wiieft thflt> heroic geneial<dfli^ 
buded his armj and retired ^ipom ^SkfoCfanMli 
Ifetttdith «taM>kedtd^ adopt 'the lift of {«* 
T«ef, iii^hiehheied'tliith^ileMBtiitioB. Af« 
tertbat ha^Pf ^^^t^ ^^^ 'OccupM a aitw^ 
don in the land befitting hiB vaidq £mi0 
long, happy aHke in public regard and-in 
domertie fdfeetiony and* died at ii goediAi 

age. 
Our dftmc^ permMf bafve t^enao H- 

mited, that, eireepting Mmrtroae, '^^heee^ 

exploits and fate are the theme of history; 

we have only to mention Sir Dngald DaL 

getty. This gentleman continiied, with the 

nMist rigorous pnnctnality, to dtschargehia 

duty, and toineceive his'pay, until he waa 

made prigMfer, among others, upon the 

field of PhiUfphaagh. He was oondemned 

to share 'the fate of his feUow^-officers on 

that occasion, who w^e dooiMd to death 

rather by denunciations from the pulpit^- 

than the sentence either of civil or milttaiy 

tribunal ; their blood being considered as a 

sort of sin-oflbing to take away the gmh oi 
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tite land) and thefate. impeaed upon die Oi^ 
QMttites, under a spoekl diapcnraaticm, i be-» 
ing^ifldpioiisly and cruelly ^>|^d to them. 
Scleral Xow Country offioera, in tiie aef-^ 
vke tif 4he Covenanterab intereeded for 
Balgettjf upon tlits oeeaftion» reptesenting 
htm as a person whose akill would fce use* 
&1 in* their ariny^ «nd who would be readi* 
ly induced to change his service. But on» 
this point lliey found&r Dugald unexpect* 
edly obstinate. He had engaged with the 
Kingibr a certain term^ and* till that was* 
expited^ hb principles would not permit any 
shadow of chaining* The Covenanters^ 
again» understood no aochnice distinetiooy 
and he was in the utniost danger of lalling 
. a martjTi not to this or that polittcal prin« 
ciple, but merely to strict ideas of a miii* 
tary enlistment. Fortunately, his friends 
discovered, by computation, that there re* 
mained but a fortnight to elapse of the en- 
gagement he had formed, and to which, 
though certain it was never tp be renew- 
ed, no power on earth could make him 
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fidae. With some difficulty they procored 
a reprieve for this short space^ after which 
they found him perfectly williog to come 
under any engagem^nta they chose to 4ic« 
. late. He entered the service <of the Estates 
accordingly, and wrought himself for- 
ward to be Major in Gilbert Ker's corps^ 
comodonly called the Kirk's Own Eegi«, 
ment of Horse. Of his farther history 
we know nothing, until we find him in 
possession of his paternal estiate of Prum* 
thwacketf which he acquired, not by the* 
sward» but by a pacific iatecmarriagie with 
Hannah Strachan, a matron . aomeivbat, 
stricken in years, the widow of the Abej^ 
deen^hire Covenanted, 

Sir Dugald is supposed to have survived, 
the Revolution, as tradition^ of no vesy, 
distant date represent . hicn: as cruising 
about in that country^ very old« very dea^ 
and very full of interminable stories about 
the immortal Gustavus Adolphue^ the Lioa. 
of the North, and the bulwark of the I^ro* 
testant/Faith, 
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. Reader! The Tales of my Lakd-> 
LORD are now finally ciosedy and it was 
my purpose to have addressed thee in the 
vein of Jedediah Cleishbothatn ; but, like 
Horam the son of Asmar, and all other 
imaginary st<»ry*tellers, Jedediah has melt^ 
ed into thin air. 

Mr Cieishbotham bore the same resem* 
.bknce to Ariely as he at whose voice 
he rose doth to the, sage Prospero $ and 
yet| so fend * are we of the fictions, of ipur 
own fuiey^ that I part with him,, and 
all his imj^inary localities, with idle re« 
luctance. I am aware this is a feeling in 
which the reader will little sympathize ; 
but he cannot be more sensible than 2 am, 
that sufficient varieties have now been ex- 
hibited of the Scottish character, to ex- 
haust one individuals powers of observa- 
tion, and that to persist would be useless 
and tedious* I have the vanity to suppose, 



that the popularity of these Novels has 
shewn my co uiitqgiii i >» i t ad t heir peculia- 
rities in lights which were new to the 
Southern reader ; aiid that many, hitherto 
indifferent upon 'the subjects iiave been in-* 
dueed to read Scottish history, from the 
alhttiom in these works of 'fietiom 

I retire from the field, eonsctous there 
remains behind not only a large bisu^tedt, 
but labourers capable of gathering it ia« 
More' than ^one writer has'^tf kte 'displayed 
taknfs of' this description ) and if the fn^^ 
sent iiltbor, hittself a phtotom, lAay be' 
pwmitted to dittkiguteb- tl brother^ or pet^ 
haps a shter shadow, he would mention, m 
particulaTf ihre ^uthor^ df the my* Ur^ 
work, entitled. <' Marriage.** 
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